
 

 

PILL & EASTON-IN-GORDANO PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Held at Christ Church, Pill on Monday 28th November 2022 at 7.30pm 

 
M I N U T E S 

 

 
Present: Cllrs Wraith, D Davies, C Davies, Adamson, Buck, Challis, Harvey, Kent, Kirkby, Langton, Martin, Stott-

Everett, Ovel,  
Apologies: Cllr Blaney & Hopkins 
 
Cllr Kent made a presentation to Jo Smith, Nigel Antolic, and the Clerk to mark the last issue of The Village Voice. 
 
Legal/Procedural Matters 
 
1.     Public Participation 
 
 Mr Roger Collins was present.  PCSO’s Connor Aitken and Dan Jackson were present. 
 
2. Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting  

 
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24th October 2022, previously circulated, were signed as a true 
record.  BO proposed acceptance, SA seconded.  Agreed.  Action Clerk. 

 
3. Declaration of Interests  

 
None.   
 

Proposals/Items for Decision 
 
4. Accounts for Payment 

 

PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

   
EDF Energy Football Club Changing Rooms Electricity -  November Direct Debit 1.00 

EDF Energy Spout & Steps Electricity - November Direct Debit 4.00 

Npower Public Lighting Electricity 01/10/22 - 31/10/22 696.47 

Onecom Phone Bill - November Direct Debit 19.14 

GB Sport & Leisure Play Equipment Inspections - October 96.00 

GB Sport & Leisure Repairs to Turnstile Rotator at Hardwick Road 289.20 

JRB Enterprise 10,000 Dog Bags 190.20 

Royal British Legion Remembrance Wreaths x 4 80.00 

K&E Property Maintenance Bin Emptying & Brookside Grass Cutting 847.00 

Seton Children's Play Area No Dogs' Sign for Brookside 32.52 

Pill Community Centre Use of Room for Repair Café 08/10/22 40.00 

Brackenwood Nurseries Pill in Bloom Account 54.19 

PKF Littlejohn LLP Annual Limited Assurance Review of AGAR for 2021-2022 480.00 

Viking Direct Stationery 16.52 

P Kent Village Voice Expenses 98.69 

J Smart Expenses 227.19 

J Smart Salary 1,548.68 

HMRC Tax & NIC Contributions 410.98 

Bath & NE Somerset Council Pension Contributions - November 2022 562.39 

   
TOTAL  £5,694.17 
 
 
BO proposed acceptance, BL seconded.  Agreed.  Action Clerk. 



 

 

 
5. Street Lighting  

 
TW had circulated information on the suggested proposal to switch off the streetlights from 12:00 to 05:00.  
Works on this should be starting in the second week in December and carried out by Snapfast.  TW proposed to 
spend approx. £7,600 to go ahead with this scheme.  KK proposed acceptance, PK seconded.  Agreed.  The scheme 
should save in the region of 40% in electricity costs.  Details of the scheme should now be uploaded to the Parish 
Council website.  Action Clerk/GH. 

 
 BB was pleased that public unmetered lighting electricity bills had finally been sorted out. 

 
6. Low Noise Fireworks  

 
TW explained the request from Lorraine Hopkinson-Parker to the PC to support and take action with regard to 
low noise fireworks.  NM thought perhaps there was still a time and a place for noisy fireworks, at a display. 
 
BO asked what the PC were going to do to progress the scheme.  DD suggested writing to Cllr Andy Cole of NSC 
to request that NSC put forward a policy for low noise fireworks across the County and suggest this is rolled out 
through all the Towns & Parishes.  Clerk to ask if NSC had any publicity materials that could be used.  DD proposed 
acceptance, BB seconded. Agreed.  Action Clerk.  

 
Reports & Information for Note 

 
7. Avon & Somerset Police Attendance 

 
PCSO’s Connor Aitken and Dan Jackson were present at the meeting.  Connor asked that all residents report 
anything and everything, either online or by telephone.  A response may not always be received, but all issues 
needed to be logged.  BO asked what the physical presence of the Police in the village was.  CO stated that he 
made a conscious effort to be in the village on every shift but does cover a large patch.  PK asked what ‘Pill sorts 
matters out in its own way’ meant.  PK thought this was an unfortunate view, as the village had a strong 
community.  CO explained it was just that issues were not reported to the Police by residents of Pill.   SA suggested 
some sort of campaign to encourage residents to report matters.  Let CA know if there was a particular area that 
needed to be patrolled.  CA suggested inviting them to community events.  He also suggested inviting the ‘Be 
Home Safe Van’ (Bobby Van) to events.  Clerk to pass on contact details to Councillors. 
 

8. Maintenance & Highways Issues from Councillors 
 

BB reported that parking in Macrae Road was a problem when football matches and training were taking place.  
The Clerk had requested that Jason Parkhouse ask all teams and their visitors not to park on Macrae Road but 
use Eden Park office car parks and walk to the pitches.    BO asked if OK to suggest that drivers park on company’s 
car parks at weekend.   Clerk to ask Hartnell Taylor Cook for permission then consider signage.  Action Clerk. 
 

9. Playing Fields 
 

The Clerk had received a report from GB Sport & Leisure advising removal of the bicycle roundabout.  Clerk to 
ask for the total cost of decommissioning it.  PK suggested it was essential that user input was requested when 
choosing a new piece of equipment to replace it.  TW would visit tomorrow and contact EB to ask about her 
previous investigations for other pieces of equipment.  Action TW. 

 
   Clerk advised on situation with aerial runway at Brookside. 
 

10. Social Media Policy 
 

TW reported on this.  NM had produced a first draft policy, the group would meet again to finalise this, and 
agenda for the January 2023 meeting.  Action NM/Clerk. 
 

11. Draft Meetings Calendar 2023 
 

The draft meetings calendar had been circulated in October.  TW proposed acceptance, NM seconded.  Agreed.  
Action Clerk. 



 

 

 
12. Committee & Working Group Reports 
 

BL had circulated the minutes of the CC&E meeting.  The Precinct Improvement Group had been talking to 
Alliance Homes about signage in the precinct to stop ball games, skateboarding, cycling etc.  BL would circulate 
this.  SA had witnessed children playing ball games in the precinct but thought this was understandable, as there 
was nowhere else to go.  BL reported that lighting had been considered previously at the MUGA, but this was 
too expensive.   
 
Concern that there is still no Transport Working Group.  Needed one or two Parish Councillors to head this up.  
Problems with bus services.  JSE – residents of the village were having bad experiences with the current bus 
service.  He would rather have a consistently good hourly service than and inconsistent half hourly service.  Could 
the PC write to First Bus expressing concern about the unpredictability of the service coming through Pill.  BO 
asked if the Bristol Clean Air Zone be used as a reason to put on more buses.  RH would really worry about going 
to an hourly service, as if a bus failed to arrive, people would then be delayed for longer.   DD reported that First 
Bus had 300-400 drivers short in the area.  He suggested the PC write to the MD of First Bus to express 
disappointment.  CD – the information given on the app did not match with the information on the RTI at the 
bus stop.  TW agreed to restart the Transport Working Group.  Action All. 
 
CD had circulated the minutes of the Footpaths Working Group.  The Group would apply for a public right of way 
through Jenny’s Meadow to Avon Road, along the water defence bund into.  Proposed by BL, seconded by SA.  
Agreed. 
 
BO reported on the Finance & Personnel Committee Meeting.  The Committee had worked on the budget for 23-
24.  The PCF had asked for a grant of £10k, previously £8k.  BO explained Section 137 payments to members.   
Citizens Advice had requested £7k per year.  Youth Development had requested £18.5k, but DD had requested 
an increase of 5% on this due to rise in minimum wage.  The Committee was proposing for the precept to remain 
the same next year as this year.  If any member had any other ideas for next year, please let the F&P Committee 
know ASAP.  Action All. 

 
13. Reports of meetings with outside bodies & other organisations 

 
i. Bristol Airport invitation 

 
The Management at Bristol Airport had issued an invitation to Parish Councils for two representatives 
each to attend a Christmas function at the airport on Thursday, 8th December 2022, and the Clerk had 
circulated the invitation.  Two of our Councillors had expressed an interest in attending the event. 
 
During our discussions it became apparent that there were a number of Councillors who felt that 
accepting the invitation would be wrong.  In summary, this would be in conflict with the Parish Council’s 
declaration of a climate and environmental emergency a couple of years ago, and that any Councillors 
attending should do so as representatives of the Parish Council and be prepared to voice strong objections 
to the airport’s expansion plans. 
 
The counter argument was that it is always better to engage rather than boycott, and by attending the 
event our Councillors would have an opportunity to meet with representatives from other parishes, 
understand more about the airport, which is a significant employer in the area, and that the Parish 
Council’s opposition to the airport’s  expansion plans wasn’t relevant to the event, as we were not being 
asked to agree anything. 
 
Following the discussion, BO proposed that two members of the PC should attend on behalf of the PC.  
NM seconded. Not agreed.  BO then asked that the votes of each member present be recorded (in 
accordance with Standing Order 3s.)  Votes for = 3 – Cllrs NM, BO & JSE.  Votes against = 7 – Cllrs SA, BB, 
KC, CD, DD, RH & KK.  Abstentions = 2 – Cllrs BL & TW 

 
14. Clerk’s Report 
 

A few reports of dead Ash trees had been received.  These has been reported to NSC, 
 



 

 

NSC was currently holding an online Physical Activity Strategy consultation.  Agreed the Clerk to respond and copy 
TW with responses.  Action Clerk. 
 
The Clerk had received notification of the PC’s replacement External Auditor, as PKF Littlejohn had come to the 
end of its five years.  The newly appointed Auditor would be BDO LLP, based in Southampton. 

 
15. Ward Councillor Reports 
 

DD reported on the good news about the granting of the DCO for the reopening of the railway.  Metro West 
would now need to build a business case. 
 

16. Chair’s Report 
 

A new set of Metro West documentation would be held in the Resource Centre from 9th December for public to 
view.  TW suggested that a couple of members flag up the relevant sections for residents to read, as there would 
be numerous files.  DD stated that any residents that were affected by compulsory purchase would have had 
numerous contacts and offered legal advice from Metro West already.  Put on website.  Action TW/BO/Clerk. 
 

17. Issues for future meetings 
 

None. 
  
18. Planning Committee Meeting 

 
See attached. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Date:  ……………………………………………………………………. 
 

 
 
 
 


