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A Fond Farewell
Well, this is it; the final Village Voice. 

When we started The Village Voice in November 2019 it was after a turbulent end to the long-
standing Pill Paper, originally produced by Gerry Hunt in 1981. 

There are so many people to acknowledge for the part they have played - both in the Pill Paper 
and The Village Voice - to keep local news circulating and accessible to the whole community. It 
would be dangerous to start to list them individually, especially through 41 years of publishing, but 
you’ve all made your mark and, on behalf of the village, I thank you.

Many of you will know, the new paper would not have been possible without the backing of the 
Parish Council, who have sponsored this paper since then. However, it feels only right that I should 
extend my personal thanks, again, to Paul Kent, Bob Langton and Julie Smart, who provided 
energy and motivation to get it up and running from the start, and who have given ongoing 
guidance and support since. (I reckon between us we got it right most of the time!)

And, finally, to you, the readers. I have been extremely touched by the many messages of 
thanks I have received, by letter, email and in person. Though I was asked to print some of your 
letters, I have found it impossible to do that – such were your very kind words - but, please be 
assured, I have appreciated every single one and your sentiments have genuinely moved me.

Thank you for making the job easy and, after 25 years as Editor, I’m going to miss this too. 

Thankfully, some things never change and there are still plenty of traditions being upheld in the 
village over the Christmas period and beyond. Details inside.

In the meantime, I send you my very best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a brighter 2023.
Jo Smith, Editor
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Christmas Wishes
(Charities chosen in lieu of cards are shown 

in brackets)

ٱ  Wishing all our family and friends a 
Christmas full of good times and kindness 
followed by a happy, healthy 2023. Love 
to all from Anthony, Claire and family 
(Webber) xx (Pill Food Bank and Caring in 
Bristol)

ٱ  Sadly, this is the last time that I shall be 
able to send good wishes to everyone via 
the Village Voice. I wish all my neighbours, 
colleagues, friends and family members a 
very Merry Christmas – in spite of the crisis 
- and a healthy 2023. Sent with love. Ivor 
King (Pill Food Bank) 

ٱ  Wishing our family, friends and fellow 
villagers a Merry Christmas and Peaceful 
New Year. With love from Laura, James, 
Evie and Charlie Dexter x (RNLI)

ٱ  Wishing a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to all of our wonderful 
family and friends in Pill and Bristol. We 
can’t believe it’s been almost 5 years since 
we’ve seen any of you in person!!! We’re 
beyond excited to be seeing some of you 
in early 2023; let’s hope we’ll catch up with 
the rest of you before 2024! Lots of love 
Dan, Sandra, Bodhi and Astrid from Ocean 
Shores in the land down under. xxx

ٱ  Lesley and Jim Sharp would like to wish 
all our friends and neighbours a Happy 
Christmas and our very best wishes for 
good health and happiness in 2023. 
(Kisumu Children)

ٱ  Sue and Ray Sharp are wishing all our 
friends, neighbours and relatives a very 
Happy Christmas and a healthy and 
brighter New Year. xx (St Peter’s Hospice)

ٱ  Maggie, Andrew and Kayla wish all our 
friends and neighbours a very Happy 
Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

ٱ  Robert Williams would like to wish all his 
family, friends and neighbours a Happy 
Christmas and a healthy and Prosperous 
New Year. (Penny Brohn)

Kelly French Professional

Foot CareFoot Care
Treatment in the  

comfort of  
your own home

For the professional treatment of:
· Corns · Callus
· Fungal and Thickened Nails
· Cracked Heels · Nail Trimming
· Athletes Foot · Ingrowing Toe Nails
· Qualified in Keryflex
A fixable nail restoration with the 
appearance of a natural nail

Contact Kelly on 07896 152413
Email kelly_french_4@hotmail.com
S.A.C. Dip. (Foot Health Practitioner)

You can 
now book 

appointments  

on THURSDAYS at  

The Style Room,  

No 4, Pill 

01275 374215
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Village Voice, Jo has been able to ensure that 
it has transformed in format and has lasted for 
just over 41 years!

It’s come a long way from being typed on 
an old typewriter, with 2000 copies produced 
on a fairly basic duplicator in my attic and 
distributed by anyone whose arm I was able 
to twist, to a much more professional looking 
publication in recent years!

It’s sad that it is coming to an end, but it’s due 
to Jo that it has lasted so long. Thanks Jo! 

Archive copies of the first 300 Pill Papers are 
stored in the Resource Centre and can be 
viewed if anyone is interested in whiling away 
a few hours!

Gerry Hunt

Christmas Sale In Aid Of Prostate 
Cancer

Come along between 9.30 and 11.30am 
on Saturday, 17 December to 2 Anchor Way, 
where there will be a Christmas sale of mince 
pies, Christmas cakes and small gifts. All 
proceeds will go to Prostate Cancer Research.

Village Litter Pick
What a difference an hour makes! Thanks to 

a band of volunteer litter pickers, the village 
looked so much better after their efforts on a 
bright, sunny morning in November. It’s great to 
see some younger, and newer, members of the 
community coming along to help and, as we 
all know, many hands make light work. 

Why not join in – bring the children or 
grandchildren – on the third Saturday each 
month, meeting at the precinct at 10am? All 
equipment provided.

Citizens’ Advice At Resource 
Centre

The Resource Centre now has a Citizen’s 
Advice Rep available on Wednesdays each 
week. Call in to book your 2pm appointment or 
just drop in at any time between 9.30am and 
3.30pm and the rep will fit you in when she can. 
This service is open to all residents of Pill.

ٱ  Pam Clayfield wishes friends, neighbours 
and family a Merry Christmas and healthy 
New Year. A big thank you to Janet, Diane, 
Brenda and Billy for helping me through my 
recent illness. Love to you all. (The Owls)

ٱ  Shirley and John (Thatcher) wish their 
neighbours and friends a very Happy 
Christmas and best wishes for the New 
Year. 

ٱ  Margaret Furlong would like to wish all 
friends and neighbours a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy and healthy New 
Year. (Alzheimer’s Research)

ٱ  Brenda and Alan Hodge send all good 
wishes to friends and neighbours for a very 
Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 
New Year. (Cancer Research)

ٱ  Richard and Claire at Pill Hardware and 
DiY wish our friends and customers a very 
happy Christmas and 2023. Thank you for 
supporting us.

ٱ  Shirley and John (Thatcher) wish their 
neighbours and friends a very Happy 
Christmas and best wishes for the New 
Year.

ٱ  To my friends and neighbours, I send all 
good wishes for a very Happy Christmas 
and health and happiness through 2023. 
Jo Smith (Barnardo’s and the Salvation 
Army) 

From The Pill Paper To The 
Village Voice

In March 1981 I was delighted to produce 
the very first Pill Paper as a monthly community 
newsletter. The first editorial said:-

 “Welcome to the first edition of The Pill Paper. 
It is hoped this will be a monthly publication, 
distributed free to every dwelling in Pill and 
Easton-in-Gordano”. 

Pill Paper No. 1 contained an article about 
the Community Centre and details about Pill 
and Easton’s response to proposals for further 
development of Royal Portbury Dock, including 
the need to protect the Green Belt.

I’m glad that, following two changes of editor 
over the years and a name change to The 
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The Brackenwood Story
It may be music, art or, less likely, horticulture, 

sometimes when very young the interest may 
be just a hobby or a future career. In my case 
plants, trees and shrubs became a central 
focus to my future. 

I can recall my grandfather, who lived in Kent, 
coming to stay several times during the war 
years – always number one task was sowing 
seeds, picking fruit or digging potatoes for the 
war effort. At the end of the war my enthusiasm 
continued, and I attempted to landscape an 
air raid shelter by planting an apple tree on top 
of the mound and grass seed around it! 

When I was 15 my parents asked me what I 
wanted for my birthday, and I immediately 
asked for a greenhouse! Not the sort of present 
the youngsters of today would request! At 
16 I rode my Vespa to Neville Orchids at 
Baltonborough where I had a summer holiday 
job – a journey of an hour each way. My 
one perk was I was allowed to take home 
substandard cutting material from which I grew 
orchids – my father and I having constructed a 
40 feet greenhouse to house them.

At 16 I was offered a position at Long Ashton 
Horticultural Research Station but as an 
outdoor person I didn’t fancy working in a 
laboratory so turned it down. 

At 18 I was called up for National Service 
and part of my time in the RAF I was stationed 
in Gibraltar. I became fascinated by the large 
prickly cacti growing on the Rock and on 
returning to the UK filled my suitcase with well-
wrapped cacti, whereas my fellow airmen 
filled their suitcases with cigarettes and alcohol. 
Fortunately, no customs officers stopped 
them! Shortly after my return I purchased land 
in Failand and grew thousands of Christmas 
trees, whilst still caring for my orchids and other 
plants.

In the early 1960’s I bought an old bungalow 
and woodland in Nore Road, Portishead. This 
led to the development of a plant centre and 
the creation of a lovely woodland garden, 
sadly no longer maintained once Jenny and I 
moved to Abbots Leigh.

Some 35 years ago we bought two fields 
in the Leigh Court Estate and about 20 
years ago we closed the Portishead site to 
concentrate all of our energies on the one site.  

We were already using the land to produce 
the majority of the plants we sell. 

Brackenwood prides itself on the range of 
plants grown in local conditions including 
several thousand Nordmann Christmas trees. 
We have also planted many native trees to 
encourage wildlife and created a nature 
trail which we open in early spring for visitors 
to enjoy the wonderful snowdrops. Money 
collected is given to local charities.

Even though well past retirement age the 
enthusiasm and love of plants continues!

Thank you for supporting us over the years.
John Maycock

Portishead Choral Society
Portishead Choral Society is celebrating 

Christmas this year with a concert on Friday 16 
December at 7.30pm in Portishead Methodist 
Church. The exciting programme includes:
• Two celebratory choruses by Handel: ‘Awake 

the Trumpet’s Lofty Sound’ (from ‘Samson’) 
and ‘Your Voices Tune’ (from ‘Alexander’s 
Feast’)

• Mozart: ‘Coronation Mass’ in C major, K. 317
• A selection of Christmas music, from ‘Hodie’ 

by Vaughan Williams and Christmas carols 
with our traditional audience participation, 
conducted by Jonathan Palmer, with 
Richard Lennox accompanying on the piano 
and organ. Soloists include Annie Garry 
(Soprano), Rosa Witts (Mezzo Soprano), 
Alexander Robinson (Tenor), Roger Kelly 
(Bass)

Tickets (£12.00) are available from the Ticket 
Secretary, from Society Members, and will 
be available on the door from 7pm onwards. 
Come and enjoy a rousing start to Christmas!

Warm Room In The Church On 
The Green

The Church on the Green is holding a warm 
room every Wednesday from 10am-3pm. Tea, 
coffee and biscuits available all day and lunch 
of soup and baguette at 12 noon.

There will be board games and jigsaws to 
enjoy as well.

This is a free project for anybody in the village 
who would like to join us.
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Tel: 01275 375292 
Email: bracken.wood@btconnect.com

Web: www.Brackenwood-plantandgardencentre.com
Leigh Court Estate, Pill Road, Abbots Leigh. 

Bristol. BS8 3RA

Musical Christmas  
at Brackenwood!

Every Saturday and Sunday throughout December, we will have 
musical groups performing in our Christmas Shop - seating available!

Saturday:
3rd Dec: 11:30am Pill Owls

10th Dec: from 11:30am Filtonaires
17th Dec: 11:30am Pill Owls

Sunday:
4th Dec: 1:30pm WorleWind Band

11th Dec: from 11:15am John Thomas (Harpist)
18th Dec: from 11:15am John Thomas (Harpist)

Open 7  

days a week

The Garden 
Tea Room 

open daily

As usual, our large selection of  Premium and Home-Grown 
Christmas Trees will be  available from the 24th November
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Parish Council News
You will remember that towards the end of 

2019 The Pill Paper was unable to continue, 
and a much-loved monthly publication looked 
as if its time had come. This was especially 
upsetting for many villagers who had supported 
its introduction in 1981 under the enthusiastic 
editorship of Gerry Hunt. 

However, within a few days there was a surge 
of strong feeling to keep the monthly village 
magazine going, especially for those villagers 
who were offline. Many people felt that with 
the shades of COVID starting to loom over us 
we needed to keep in touch with each other 
and publicise the positive actions that were 
taking place in our community - and so The 
Village Voice was born and continued for 22 
editions over the last three years.

However, now the time has come to accept 
- on our own terms - that it is no longer possible 
to keep The Village Voice going, and this is 
the final edition. The commitment that many 
people have shown to keep the publication 
going throughout the pandemic has been 
inspiring indeed and it has shown the true 
community spirit in our village.

There have been many heroes in this story, 
and it is entirely fitting that they should be 
remembered now for their work. Friends on The 
Parish Council all gave generously of their time 
to look at ways in which we could sponsor the 
new Village Voice. Our Parish Clerk, Julie Smart, 
worked tirelessly to keep our advertising afloat 
and local services rallied to support us. Village 
resident Kris O’Shea of Quay Digital Press gave 
us free, sound and expert advice on all matters 
of production and layout with his colleague 
Ben Moon. Nigel Antolic adapted the old rotas 
and encouraged the delivery team to be 
prompt, cheerful and alert to any feedback. 
Our local services willingly took copies, 
providing a variety of outlets for villagers to use 
during the times of social distancing and lock 
down.

Now, a little over three years since our first 
meeting about starting The Village Voice 
there is a different but crystal-clear message 
for us. The variety of social media providers, 
the immediacy of sharing information and 
maintaining 24-hour contact has shown that 
printed news cannot match the width, the 
speed or the coverage of digital versions. 

So, The Village Voice has had a brief 
but glorious life and when future archivists 
rediscover the editions, they will rapidly 
conclude that such a publication could 
not have been achieved without a mighty 
demonstration of community will.

In this context, there is no one who has been 
more determined, more clear-sighted and 
more generous than our editor, Jo Smith. She 
has set very high editorial standards, showing 
meticulous attention to detail and ensuring 
that the truth has been central to all her work. 
She has encouraged contributions from all 
quarters of the village, urging schoolchildren 
and pensioners to write in with jokes, stories, 
comments and concerns. Jo epitomises the 
community spirit within our village, and she 
richly deserves our thanks and admiration for 
her hard work in launching The Village Voice, 
which was a welcome source of comfort and 
contact for all of us in the last three years.

On behalf of The Parish Council and all your 
friends in the village - THANK YOU, JO!

Pill Memorial Club
Pill Memorial Club is going from strength to 

strength, with a new committee, an amazing 
new Bar Steward, Amy, plus so many more new 
members and we would like to thank each 
and every one of you for your support.

We still need to keep more of this good stuff 
coming as we are not out of the woods yet. 
There is a lot happening front of house but 
also a lot happening behind the scenes, pretty 
much all being done by volunteers giving the 
Memorial Club the TLC it needs. 

If you have a skill or trade that you would be 
happy to volunteer to the club on occasion, 
please pop in and leave your details with Amy 
and we can have a chat. 

You can all still help us by….. well basically 
coming along and enjoying yourselves at 
one of our up-and-coming events (see details 
throughout this paper) and by becoming a 
member. Don’t forget we also have monthly 
karaoke and quiz nights, as well as weekly 
Thursday night Bingo, which is a night not to be 
missed! 

A note to all our members: ALL memberships 
will expire by the end of the year and therefore 
will need renewing in January for only £10 for 
the year ahead! 
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Thank you again for your patience and 
support! 

What a fantastic job the new committee is 
doing to reinvigorate Pill Memorial Club. More 
activities, more variety and more opportunities 
for the village to come together. Thank you to 
all those who stepped up to keep it going – 
you’re doing a great job!

Why not make a New Year’s resolution to 
join? More support means the good will only 
get better!

Andy Parsons

Ivor’s Last Book Launch
During the current ‘cost of living’ crisis that we 

are all suffering, I would imagine that buying 
books would not be on anyone’s priority list, 
but my two latest (and last) books need to be 
launched.

The launch will be at the Resource Centre on 
Saturday 10 December, 10am-12 noon. 

In spite of difficulties, people will still be buying 
Christmas presents and so I hope that my 
books will be considered. “Nonsensical Notions 
for Nonplussed Nonagenarians” is a book of 
poems mainly aimed at the elderly, and costs 
£4. “The Sign of the Blooded ‘V’” is a police/
crime novel and is £5.

I shall be displaying some of my previous 
books also, all at reduced prices.

Ivor King

Pill Lunch Club
Dear Seniors
Come and join us for convivial company 

and an excellent home-cooked meal every 
Thursday, meeting at 12 noon at Pill Community 
Centre. Recommencing after Christmas on 12 
January 2023.

Ring Moira for further details - 01275 373754.

Help To Keep Pill Blooming...
Thanks to the ‘Welcome Back Fund’ the 

precinct is looking a little more welcoming. 
Local children kindly helped to plant up the 
new planters and local residents help by doing 
occasional watering and litter removal.

Pill in Bloom will be having regular monthly 
working parties beginning in January. If you’d 
like to help take care of the planters, the beds 
on The Green and other spots around the 
village meet us at Victoria Park (The Green), 
by the spout, 2pm on the last Sunday of every 
month.

We’d be very grateful for more volunteers, 
whether you’re a keen gardener or would like 
to learn more, whenever you can make it. We 
can provide gloves and tools if needed - no 
experience necessary. It’s amazing what an 
hour or so of ‘pottering’ with a small group can 
do to spruce things up and it’s a great way to 
lift spirits too.

For more information or to join our WhatsApp 
group call Lucy on 07929 655141.

Bold Brass Christmas Concert
On Thursday 15 December Bold Brass will be 

performing their Christmas Concert in St Mary’s 
Church, Portbury. 
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Tickets are £10 (pay on the door) and include 
mulled wine, tea and coffee, also mince pies. 
A lovely chance to hear brass band music and 
carols. Everyone welcome.

Village Repair Café
Date for next year’s calendar
Do you have items which are broken but you 

don’t know how, or have the skills, to repair? 
Perhaps some broken china or jewellery, 
clothes or textiles for sewing repairs, wooden 
items, small electricals (sorry, no microwaves), 
laptops/printers (subject to assessment), bikes, 
garden tools to repair or sharpen ….? As long 
as it’s portable and capable of being repaired 
while you wait, someone may be able to help.

Bring them along to the Repair Café at the 
Community Centre on Saturday 11 February, 
10.30am -12.30pm, where you’ll have a 
chance to watch and learn and also catch 
up with friends whilst enjoying a cuppa with a 
bacon/egg roll.

The Sustainable Pill and District table will be 
there to share more top tips on how to reduce 
waste and look after our environment. We have 
Blue Hearts that can be picked up for free to 
put by your wild places for nature, local fabric 
shopping bags just 50p, recycling box nets just 
£2 and we still have some pre-cut sections of 
pond liner to make a small pond, with free 
underlay, at bargain prices. 

The aim of the Repair Café is to encourage 
people to bring their broken items to be 
mended, saving money and cutting down on 
waste. What better way to renew and re-use, 
and avoid excesses going to landfill?

If you have skills and would like to volunteer, 
please get in touch with Rachel Harvey at 
sustainablepill@gmail.com

Easton In Gordano WI
At our AGM in November we were fortunate 

in having our President and all her Committee 
agree to lead us through the coming year and 
we thank them for all the hard work they put in 
to keep our WI alive and well.  

On Wednesday 7 December we are very 
lucky to be having a visit from the Owls, when 
we will really enjoy some fine carol singing (and 
mince pies).  

Our 11 January meeting will be our New Year 
social, with an American Supper.  Friends and 
new members will be most welcome to join in 
these evenings at 7.30pm in the Church Hall, 
Easton in Gordano.  Craft Group dates are 
13 December and 12 and 26 January, non-
members are welcome to come and join us.

Pill Food Bank

We all know that the cost of living is rising 
fast; fuel, and food particularly. For many local 
families this is a crushing burden. Even if there 
are two parents working, it can be very hard to 
put healthy food on the table.

At the Pill Food Bank we give out food bags 
with enough in them to feed a family of four for 
three days. The cost to us for supplying each 
bag is over £20.  

Since the pandemic our income has 
dropped, and we are now appealing for more 
monetary donations. When we get money 
rather than food donations we can pack a 
healthy, balanced food bag in the knowledge 
that everything is in date and covers breakfast, 
lunch and an evening meal. 

If you could consider donating to us on a one 
off or a regular basis that would be wonderful. 
We bank with the Credit Union Bank of West 
Country Savings. Our account name is Pill Food 
Bank, our sort code is 60 83 01 and our account 
number is 20159795. If you prefer to donate 
cash - please drop it into the Pill Post Office, 
where there is a collection box on the counter.  

Your gift, however large or small, will be put to 
very good use and be greatly appreciated by 
families in our community. 

Thank you.
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Christmas Art Exhibition
Thankfully, we can say with some degree of 

certainty this year that the Art Exhibition will be 
taking place again at the Community Centre, 
with the private view on Friday 2 December, 
starting at 7.30pm. Tickets are £5. Wine and soft 
drinks will be available to buy. 

Of course, it wouldn’t be Christmas without 
the Owls, so they will be there again this year to 
kick off the festive season in style. 

So come along and sing along! All proceeds 
from the Friday private viewing go to the 
Community Centre. 

The exhibition will also be open 10am-3.30pm 
on Saturday 3 December. Whilst entry is free, 
donations are appreciated. 

Wellbeing Event
The Community Foundation has won a grant 

to produce a booklet and on-line resources to 
provide information about all the various clubs 
and societies/learning and services there are 
for all ages and abilities in the village.

To help promote these we are proposing to 
have a ‘’Wellbeing Fayre’’ at the Community 
Centre on Saturday 25 February, in the 
afternoon. We hope to get as many local 
groups and clubs and service providers along 
as possible to have a stall to promote what 
they do. 

We’re really keen to get as many different 
groups as possible involved and especially 
want to reach out to the young, the elderly 
and the less able. 

If you would like to be involved in any way, 
either in the organisation or to promote your 
group, please contact wellbeingpeig@gmail.
com

Welcome Back Fund Resources 
To Borrow

If you are a local group or charity or market 
trader wishing to have a stall in the precinct 
or elsewhere on parish land you can borrow 
2 x large gazebos, 4 x table and chairs ‘bistro 
sets’, 2 x chalk sandwich boards, a heavy duty 
trolley, a sound system, and other items such as 
high viz vests and litter pickers for FREE from the 
Resource Centre. Call 01275 375670 or pop in 
when open to book. All items must be returned 
in good condition by the agreed dates.

Lunch At Penny Brohn
Penny Brohn is now serving delicious lunches 

again on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
12.30-2pm.

Please phone 0303 3000118 to book a table.
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Warm Welcome At Pill Library
Pill Library and Children’s Centre is a Public 

Living Room this winter. Our opening hours 
are Tuesdays and Fridays 9.30am-12.30pm 
and 1.30-5pm and Saturdays 9.30am-1pm. 
You’ll receive a warm welcome. Sit and stay 
throughout. Charge your phone or use a 
computer. Read a book, play cards, do a 
puzzle or colour. Space to work, study, do 
homework or play board games. Or come 
along to one of our regular, free events. Share 
a hot drink with Reading Friends on Tuesdays 
10-11am. Bring your little one to Rhyme time on 
Fridays 9.30-10am (please book a free ticket 
online at http://n-somersetlibraries.eventbrite.
com or through library staff). Bring the family 
along to Lego Club on Saturday mornings. 
You’ll find signposting and support if you are 
struggling this winter. 

For more information pop into the library 
during staffed hours, email us at pill.library@n-
somerset.gov.uk or phone us on 01934 426070 
(on closed days the phone is redirected to the 
team at Portishead Library.)

Free family history advice sessions at 
Portishead Library

Would you like to discover more about your 
family history? With free access to Ancestry.
com and knowledgeable family history 
volunteers, Portishead Library is a great place 
to research your ancestors. Bring some basic 
information about your family and our friendly 
volunteers will assist you to find out more. The 
sessions are relaxed and informal and will be 
tailored to individual needs.

Bookable appointments are available 
between 10am and 1pm every Friday. Book 
a session with our family history volunteers on 
01934 426040 or email portishead.library@n-
somerset.gov.uk. Alternatively, pop in to see us 
at Portishead Library, Horatio House, Harbour 
Road, Portishead, BS20 7AL.

Unlock Portishead library this Winter

Come to an information session to find out 
how you can use Portishead library for longer 
with Extended Access membership. The 
sessions are hosted by library staff, and they 
will walk you through a safety briefing and give 

you information about the service. Briefing 
sessions are held weekly to demonstrate the 
service to customers. Please book online at 
http://n-somersetlibraries.eventbrite.com or 
through library staff.

Donald Davies, Pill Ward 
Councillor, North Somerset 
Council

Season’s greetings to you all! Please do have 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and 
this year, more than ever, is a time to celebrate 
the joy of family and friends. 

Yet the end of the year also marks the final 
edition of this paper and a massive thank you 
to our editor for everything she has done for us 
over very many years. 

Please feel free to contact me with any 
concerns you have. My phone number is 
07900 097671 and my e-mail donald.davies@n-
somerset.gov.uk. 

Celebrating Pill
Hello Everyone,
As we all know, Pill is a great place, with a 

fascinating history, and sometimes that needs 
properly celebrating.

On 12 December 2022 it will be one hundred 
years since the last working pilot skiff handed 
over to the steam service, thus ending 
hundreds of years of tradition in Pill. It’s a really 
important landmark in our maritime history - a 
farewell to sails and the end of an era.

When helping clean gravestones at St 
George’s Church I was amazed by the number 
of pilots who lay at peace in the churchyard 
and the tragedies that are written in stone 
down there. So, thinking about the handover 
date and the lives of all these men, including 
apprentices and Westernmen, I decided an 
exhibition might be of interest.

For those who don’t know, our lovely church 
of St George’s is very much in need of repair 
and, in order to apply for Heritage funding, 
the church has to evidence all sorts of things 
including community involvement. So, this 
exhibition will be held at St George’s over 
four days and hopefully we can all continue 
another great Pill tradition, fundraising and 
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showing support for local endeavours.
There will also be a concert on 10 December, 

starting at 6.30pm, with a concluding act of 
remembrance, conducted by our Vicar, Astrid. 
This will be by ticket only.

On 12 December, at 7/7.30pm (time to be 
confirmed) there will be the dedication of a 
plaque in an open-air service at Pump Square 
taken by Revd Hellier, the Honorary Port 
Chaplain for the Mission to Seafarers at Royal 
Portbury and Avonmouth Docks, with The Owls 
also in attendance.

So, the rough timetable is this: (the dates 
won’t change, timing is yet to be decided and 
will be put out on posters nearer the time):

Friday 9 December - Exhibition at St George’s 
times to be confirmed, but probably late 
afternoon until about eight. Entry free; 
donations welcome.

Saturday 10 December - Exhibition open 
10am until 3pm. Free entry; donations 
welcome.

Concert - probably an early start, 6.30/7pm, as 
the lovely Owls are already booked elsewhere, 
and we wouldn’t even contemplate a concert 
without them. Times and programme etc to 
follow when all confirmed. Ticket only.

Sunday 11 December - Exhibition times will fit 
around church services on that date, however, 
not open after 4pm.

Monday 12 December - 10:30am until 4pm. 
Dedication at Pump Square, time to be 
confirmed, 7pm if possible. Open, of course to 
everyone.

Please support this “one off” event. I promise 
to make it as interesting and informative as 
possible. Tea and coffee will be available while 
the exhibition is open.

I am hoping to buy a good quality plaque to 
be fixed in the Pill “Seafarers wall” and will be 

making efforts to raise the money to do this. So, 
if you see me in the precinct with my begging 
bowl, please consider a contribution.

Personally, I am amazed by the treasure trove 
of information and tales about the dangerous 
and challenging lives the pilots and their crews 
lived, which lays hidden in newspaper archives, 
so this occasion is an ideal opportunity to share 
some of that with all of you.

Always hoping for your support - our history 
is unique and was not easily earned so please 
help me show some recognition and respect 
for these pilots of the past, and the men and 
boys who sailed with them.

Thank you
Lou Dixey

Christmas Lights Switch On
Come down to the precinct and join in the 

festivities, when the Christmas lights will be 
switched on, on Saturday 3 December. Starting 
at 5pm, this is always a good evening, with 
mulled wine, mince pies, The Owls and Santa’s 
grotto - all sorts to entertain all ages. 

Free memorial tags are available from the 
Post Office to be hung on the village Christmas 
trees.

The Christmas Lights Draw
Congratulations go to Elaine Williams winning 

1st prize of £75 and to Jim Arnel, winning 2nd 
prize of £25 in the Pill Christmas Lights Volunteer 
Group’s October draw. Congratulations to 
Annette Knowles winning 1st prize of £75 and 
to Ann Parsons, winning 2nd prize of £25 in 
November’s draw.

If you wish to join the club you can register 
electronically by emailing pillchristmaslights@
gmail.com, and you will be provided with all the 
necessary information to do this. Alternatively, 
please see the poster in the window of the 
Resource Centre, with joining details (cheques 
payable to Pill Christmas Lights). It’s a one-off 
payment of £24 for a calendar year. Your 
name is entered into a monthly draw with the 
chance of winning first prize of £75 or second 
prize of £25. 

The December draw will be first prize of £500 
and second prize of £100.
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Calling All Men!
Pill Churches invite YOU to a Men’s Breakfast 

on Saturday 14 January at Pill Methodist 
Church from 8am onwards

 Our speaker is David Yates, who will talk 
about “Diet Myths and your microbiome, how 
to nurture your inner garden”

The substantial menu will include bacon, 
eggs, sausages, mushrooms, beans etc to your 
choice, together with toast, Fairtrade tea and 
coffee. There is a nominal charge of £4 to help 
offset the cost of heating, food and beverages.

Please book places by Wednesday 11 
January with Mike Burnett (217938) or David 
Yates (372678)

Community Minded?
Do you 

have general 
maintenance 
s k i l l s , 
decorating, 
e l e c t r i c a l 
etc? Perhaps 
you have IT 
k n o w l e d g e 
you could 
offer? If so, 
we would 
r e a l l y 
apprec iate 
the odd hour 
of your time 
every once in 

a while to help at the Community Centre.
As with all old buildings, there is upkeep 

involved but as with many similar community 
assets we don’t have an evergreen money 
tree so we are appealing for local community 
minded people who might be willing to give 

a little towards keeping this valuable local 
resource functioning and appealing for the 
many activities which take place there. 

We’d really appreciate a group of skilled 
people we might call on occasionally 
to help. If you can, please contact Jo 
Smith on 07866047463, or email info.
pillcommunitycentre@gmail.com

Christmas Tree Shredding
St George’s Flower Bank Big Fundraiser 
Bring your tree to Cross Lanes Allotments for 

shredding on Sunday 8 January - it’s part of the 
Christmas fun!

Collection (£5) available Sunday 8 January 
between 9.30am and 12.30pm. Contact 
stgeorgesflowerbank@gmail.com or 01275 
373750 to arrange. Please note that the list for 
collection closes on Saturday 7January at 12 
noon.

Thank you for continuing to support us.

Street Lights Late Night  
Switch-Off

The Parish Council manages a total of 169 
street lights – more than any other parish in 
North Somerset. Almost all of them are very 
energy efficient LEDs, thanks to a several year 
replacement programme. Despite that, the 
bill for the energy they use has risen more than 
threefold this year to over £7,200.

The Council has therefore decided to have 
devices added to the lights which will turn 
them off at 12:00 midnight and back on again 
at 05:30. We believe this will save over 40% 
of the electricity used, and reduce the bill to 
under £4,300 at present prices – a saving of 
over £2,800 a year.

 The Council’s budget is under considerable 
pressure in any case, so this reduction will 
help us keep any increase to our Council Tax 
precept as low as possible, whilst maintaining 
or increasing the support we give to vital 
village services such as the Resource Centre 
and the Youth Club.

There are other advantages too: the switch-
off will save well over a ton of carbon emissions 
each year, and have significant benefits for 
local wildlife, especially night-flying insects like 
moths. It will help some people’s sleep patterns 
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and enable darker skies for local astronomers.
We know that some people will worry that the 

reduction in lighting might lead to more crime 
or more road accidents, but the evidence from 
other communities where lights have been 
turned off in this way is that this just doesn’t 
happen.

Bob Langton
Pill & Easton-in-Gordano Parish Council

Defibrillators – What You Need 
To Know In An Emergency

Call 999 on all occasions - The operator will 
tell you where the nearest one is. They also 
know which ones are working and not already 
in use by someone else.

For the most accurate information on the 
location of defibrillators, visit https://www.
visitportishead.net/defibrillator-map.php. As a 
quick reference, however, local defibrillators 
can be found as follows:

• St George’s Church Hall, Priory Road, Easton 
in Gordano, BS20 0PA, on the right of the 
front wall, facing you as you enter the car 
park.

• Crockerne Primary School, Westward Drive, 
Pill, BS20 0JP, mounted on fence, between 
car park and pedestrian entrances.

• Pill Central, 5 Pill Street, Pill, BS20 0EL, on the 
side wall of the office, accessed through the 
wrought iron gate right next to it.

• Lodway Cricket Club, 46 Ham Green, Pill, 
BS20 0HB, on the white wall at the bottom of 
the ramp, access through gate on Macrae 
Road.

• Cross Lanes Farm – straight in front when you 
enter the yard.

Chilie’s Community Allotment
Chilie’s community allotment is recruiting 

new members. For those who may not know, 
Chilie Davies was a much-loved member 
of our community, who left her allotment to 
Sustainable Pill and District (SPAD). 

In her memory we set up Chilie’s community 
allotment, to share the love of growing your 
own organic vegetables with others in our 
community. 

We meet on Tuesday mornings and have a 
group working party on the first Saturday of 
the month. Volunteers also pop along most 
Saturdays and Sundays in hot weather to water 
and potter. It’s a great way to learn about 
growing your own, to meet new people and 
is less of a time commitment than a plot all 
to yourself. We share the work and share the 
produce, learning as we go and putting the 
world to rights. Find us at Plot 20A Cross Lanes 
allotment, contact Lucy 07929 655141 to join 
our group.
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Hospital appointment?
Need a lift?

Gordano Cars 
can help. Book at 

Heywood Surgery
Charges apply

Volunteer drivers 
needed 

Please contact  
Carol 01275 374752

Costs re-imbursed @ 45p per mile 
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Are you in pain, suffering
from restricted mobility
or lack of movement?

Osteopathy Treatments available

Restore your body to a healthier condition with advice
and treatment from Osteopath Barnes Stringer.

For more information call Barnes on 07584 570348
or see website www.barnestringer.co.uk

Treatments available at

Penny Brohn
Chapel Pill Lane, Ham Green,
Bristol BS20 0HH

Penny Brohn Hub*
49 Queens Road, Clifton,
Bristol BS8 1QQ

*Private entrance at
17 Triangle South, BS81QQ

The Fit Tank Gym
6 Church Road, Abbots Leigh,
Bristol BS8 3QP

info@barnesstringer.co.uk | � barnesstringerosteopath
� barnesstringerosteopath

Professional Tree Surgery & Arboricultural Practices
for Domestic & Commercial Properties

 Pruning - Felling - Hedge Trimming - Stump Grinding - Firewood/Log Sales

Fully Insured
Free Quotations

Contact Josh King:
01275 375180 
contact@kingtreebristol.com
www.kingtreebristol.com

Pill Property Solutions
FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS  

AND PROPERTY REPAIRS
 Carpentry  Painting & Decorating 

 Kitchens  Bathrooms 
 Tiling  Fencing  Extensions

All our tradesmen are fully qualified 
and all work is guaranteed

35 years experience in the carpentry 
and building industry

Telephone Rob 07864 384454

Corinne Hazelby

Traditional & Modern Upholstery 
Service, Restoration & Repairs

Established over 40 years with excellent knowledge 
of both antique and modern furniture.

*CURTAINS beautifully made and fitted with a vast array

of fabric to choose from.

For a friendly, free quotation,call

01275 371729 - 07887 568970


