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PILL & EASTON IN GORDANO PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Held at Christ Church, Pill 
Monday 26th September 2022 at 7.30pm 

 

MINUTES 
 
Present: Cllrs Wraith (Chair), D Davies, Adamson, Blaney, Buck, Challis, C Davies, Kent, Kirkby, Langton, 
  Martin, Ovel, & Stott-Everett. 
 
Apologies: Cllrs Harvey & Hopkins. 
 
In the absence of the Clerk, Cllr Langton took the minutes. 
 
A minute’s silence was held at the start of the meeting to mark the recent death of HM Queen Elizabeth. 
 
1. Public Participation 
 

Ms Jo Burt, Mr Roger Collins & Ms Lisa Lloyd were present. 
 
Ms Lloyd asked a number of questions about the non-submission of the Council’s application for 
matched funding for new play equipment at Hardwick Road.   No response was made to these 
questions as the matter was to be discussed at item 14 on the agenda.   The Chair stated that the 
minutes would reflect answers to the questions raised. 
 
Ms Burt spoke briefly about the success of the Food Hub summer trial.   See also item 4 below. 
 

2. Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 27th June 2022, previously circulated, were signed as a 
true record.   EB proposed acceptance, seconded by BL.   Agreed. 
 

3. Declaration of Interests 
 

None. 
 

4. Food Hub Grant 
 

JSE spoke briefly about the development of the Food Hub, thanking the Food Bank for the support 
provided, & congratulating Jo Burt & Louise Osborne for the tremendous work they had done in 
producing a comprehensive & easily understood report about the pilot, as well as the application for 
funds from the PC.   Several Cllrs echoed these sentiments.   The report is attached at Appendix A. 
 
KC Asked for clarity about the relationship between the Food Bank & the Food Hub.   DD outlined the 
position.   The Food Bank is a recognised small charity with a constitution, a Board of Trustees & a 
bank account.   The Food Hub has none of these at present & it would take a lot of effort & time to 
develop a new organisation to this state.   So the Food Bank had agreed to act as a parent organisation 
for the Food Hub, at least in its early days.   The Food Bank offered emergency supplies of long-
keeping items to individuals & families to keep them fed for 3-4 days; the Hub aimed to provide a 
much wider range of food including fresh fruit & veg, milk, cheese, bread & possibly meat to provide 
a healthy & balanced diet for people. 
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Several Cllrs gave general support to the proposal to grant the £ 1 000 allocated at a previous meeting 
to support the project.   CD expressed a concern that in the long term the Hub would need to be 
financially self -sustaining.   JSE said that other sources of funding were being actively sought. 
 
Standing Orders were suspended to enable Jo Burt to speak:   She reinforced with more detail JSE’s 
comments.   Standin Orders were then resumed. 
 
EB proposed that the grant of £ 1 000 be made to the Food Bank to support the project, seconded by 
SA.   PASSED Nem Con.                    Action: Clerk. 
 
BO asked how we could be sure that the Food Bank would ring-fence the grant to support the Food 
Hub.   Cllrs involved assured him this would not be a problem. 
 

5. Community Response Officer 
 

The letter from Portishead TC was discussed.   It was agreed that at this stage the Council do not wish 
to take part in the scheme & that we should advise Portishead TC accordingly.                  Action: Clerk. 
 

6. Letter to NSC ref Watchhouse Hill (previously circulated) 
 

BL outlined the rationale for the letter, which had been discussed at the previous meeting.   He said 
that he had been able to discuss the draft letter with Maggie Stowers (Chair of FOWHH) over the 
weekend.   She was happy that the letter represented the views of the Friends as discussed at a 
meeting in July with DD & BL, but asked that the word ‘significantly’ be omitted from the paragraph 
concerning NSC Officer support.   She also expressed concern that the PC ensured it had a full 
understanding of the Management Plan for the Hill (due to expire in 2023) & the tasks undertaken 
by NSC in the upkeep of the site.   She had sent BL the Plan & a list of duties, which he will circulate. 
 
DD reinforced the perilous position of the site when the Section 106 money which enables its upkeep 
runs out in the quite near future.   It is very unlikely that NSC would be able to make any significant 
contribution to its upkeep, given the Council’s very constrained finances. 
 
PK pointed out that the local sports clubs were now playing a very significant part of the upkeep of 
playing fields & that he had no doubt would be ready to include the WHH pitch in their work, given 
the increased demand for accessible sport in the community. 
 
It was recognised that a new management plan could significantly reduce the annual cost of upkeep. 
 
BL proposed that the letter was sent to John Flannigan, Head of Open Space, Natural Environment & 
Leisure at NSC – john.flannigan@n-somerset.gov.uk , seconded by DD.   PASSED Nem Com.   

         Action: Chair. 
 

7. Accounts for Payment 
 

BO pointed out a discrepancy between the actual payment for the September hire of the Church 
building & the amount listed in the presented document. 
 
On condition that this discrepancy was looked into & corrected NM proposed approval of the 
accounts, seconded by EB.   PASSED Nem Com.                            Action: Clerk.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:john.flannigan@n-somerset.gov.uk
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Reports & Information to Note 
 
8. Maintenance & Highways Issues 
 

CD reported that the kerb where Westward Drive meets Cross Lanes was badly damaged. 
 
CD clarified the situation regarding the status & route of Cycle Route 41 – no action needed. 
 
BB reported that core sampling had taken place on St George’s Hill, presumably in preparation for 
resurfacing.   DD clarified that if this meant road closure, it was the responsibility of NSC to meet the 
costs of any actions needed to maintain the bus service. 
 

9. Warm Hubs 
 

TW reported that early discussions had taken place about possible actions to help people stay warm 
in the face of rising energy costs.   It was generally agreed that the idea of any warm scheme to 
promote individuals sharing homes with those in need was impractical.   Whilst we await information 
about any actions taken by NSC to provide warm spaces for people, TW suggested that all we could 
do was assess the suitability of various possible sites in the village for a centralised location – the 
Salvation Army, Resource Centre, Community Centre etc.   Some means would need to be found to 
cover the increase in fuel costs of any chosen building. 
 
DD said that NSC are due imminently to announce measures to assist using their own community 
buildings such as libraries. 
 

10. Avon & Somerset Police Surgery 
 

JSE raised the possibility of requesting a regular police surgery in the village.   DD pointed out that 
previous schemes of this sort had failed because people simply did not turn up for them.   Also that 
the mobile Police Station did appear in the village from time to time.   It was agreed that: 
 
a. We should emphasise to people the need to report incidents to the police immediately; 

 
b. We should ask the police to drop into the RC from time to time as they did pre-Covid; 
 
c. We should request occasional police presence at PC meetings.            Action: Clerk.    
    

11. Parking Restrictions 
 

After a brief discussion reflecting the e-mail chain on this issue it was agreed that we should ask NSC 
to proceed with their proposals & then consider possible further actions.                            Action: Clerk. 
 

12. 20 mph Speed Limit 
 

No further updates beyond the current proposals being taken forward. 
 

13. Street Lighting 
 

The Chair reported that the Clerk had written to Npower our intention to lodge a formal complaint 
with the Energy Ombudsman if our concerns about their billing processes were not addressed.   A 
formulaic response promising proper contact had been received.   BO advised the Council that the 
July bill from Npower had been over £ 1 100, almost twice our estimate.   TW added that he had been 
in touch with CentreGreat (who provide maintenance services for our lights) & requested information 
about options, but without response to date.   There was a general agreement that we should explore 
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options including early morning switch-offs, light output reductions & complete turn off of some 
lights.   BL explained that streetlighting electricity was not metered but based on figures provided by 
WPD, the local network operator. 
 

14. Play Equipment 
 

The Chair confirmed that consideration was being given to both Hardwick Road & Brookside.    
 
The application for matched funding had been submitted using a web-based system that NSC had 
introduced for the first time and which didn’t provide an acknowledgement of receipt.   There was 
no e-mail submission process with receipts.   If the PC had better understood the implications of this 
new method then the failure was not to follow up the next week to confirm that the application had 
reached NSC.   If there had been any mistake made in the submission process it was the Council’s 
failure & that he, as Chair, took responsibility.   He will issue a second statement to emphasise this & 
invite anyone with concerns to contact him. 
 
Some funding is available, & a decision will be needed as to its use, which might include some repairs 
at Hardwick Road, though the pedal roundabout at Hardwick Road is clearly unsafe & should be 
removed.   EB reported that the resistograph tests at Brookside were very encouraging & equipment 
could be brought back into use.   A quotation from GB Sport & Leisure was awaited. 
 

15. Social Media Policy 
 

The Chair reported that a small group (TW, NM & JSE) had met to consider this & NM had undertaken 
to produce a first draft.   SA & GH also volunteered to assist in this work.   TW will send round some 
guidelines for immediate use.   There was a general agreement that Councillors should be very 
restrained in their use of Social Media.   If anyone felt a need to make a comment they should make 
it clear whether they were posting as an individual or as a Councillor.   DD pointed out that mistakes 
in this area could lead to the involvement of the NSC Standards Committee. 
 

16. Committees & Working Group Reports 
 

a. Environment & Climate WG.   BL said that the minutes of the last meeting had been circulated 
& he had little to add except that the work on restructuring the many environmental groups 
in the village was still under consideration & a further meeting was scheduled for Thursday 
6th October 2022. 

 
b. Finance Committee.   BO reported that the AGAR report on the Council’s financial procedures 

had been received & we had been given a clean bill of health.   Our thanks & congratulations 
to the Clerk were recorded. 

 
c. Footpaths Group.   CD reported that 3 new kissing gates had been fitted on parish footpaths, 

& it was expected that another 3 would be installed soon. 
 
d. Neighbourhood Plan Implementation Group.   BL said that the minutes of the last meeting 

had been circulated.   A further meeting was planned for 12th October 2022.   An offshoot of 
the NPIG, the Precinct Improvement Group, expected to put forward a list of possible 
improvements to a PC meeting in the near future for consideration. 

 
17. Reports from Meetings with Outside Bodies 
 

None. 
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18. Chair’s Report 
 
a. A letter has been received from Nailsea TC asking for support in putting pressure on NSC to 

improve the energy efficiency requirements for new buildings.   It’s receipt was noted, but 
no further action at this time. 

 
b. Two requests for funding have been received from the Community Foundation in relation to 

the Resource Centre & Citizens Advice.   These will be passed to the Finance Committee for 
consideration. 

 
c. The Chair was going to propose a reduction in full council meetings to 6 per year for a 12-

month trial from 2023.   Discussions/decisions needed between formal meetings could be by 
e-mail or by calling informal meetings (perhaps online) as appropriate.   A draft schedule 
would be circulated soon.   KC asked for care to be taken to avoid school holidays as far as 
possible. 

 
d. The next meeting of the PC is scheduled for late October at which the Chair will be asking for 

volunteers to represent the PC at Remembrance Day commemorations within the 
community on Friday 11 November 2022 & Sunday 13 November 2022. 

 
19. Ward Councillor’s Report 
 

DD said that: 
 
a. The NSC budget needed further cuts of £ 14 million from a total budget of £ 160 million 

almost all of which was required for statutory duties.   There is almost no scope for 
discretionary spending. 

 
b. The Council had decided to submit the draft Local Plan to the Scrutiny Committee.   He was 

very concerned that this delay may lead to a failure to secure a plan before the 2023 elections 
& could lead to a free-for-all for developers. 

 
20. Issues For Future Meetings 
 

a. In response to a query from CD the Chair committed to reporting to Councillors about how 
the recently circulated information about bus lanes should be responded to. 

 
b. BO asked why there was no item on the agenda relating to Morgan’s Charity.   It was 

explained that CD had agreed to become a trustee & so no further action was needed. 
 

The Chair closed the meeting at 9.35pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: …………………………………………………… 
 
 
Dated: ……………………………………………………     


