
PILL & EASTON-IN-GORDANO PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Held at Christ Church, Pill 
Monday 25th July 2022 at 7.30pm               

 
M I N U T E S 

 

Present: Cllrs Wraith, Blaney, Buck, Kent, Langton, Ovel, Stott-Everett,  
Apologies: Cllrs Adamson, C Davies, D Davies, Hopkins & Martin 
 
 
1. Public Participation   
 
 Mrs Andrea Gordon , Mr Roger Collins, and Mr Stuart Tarr were present. 
 
2. Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 27th June 2022, previously circulated, were signed 
as a true record.  EB proposed acceptance, BL seconded.  Agreed. 

 
3. Declaration of Interests 
  
 None. 
 
4. Parish Council Election 
 

The Clerk reported on the recent election result.  Bob Buck and Stuart Tarr had stood for 
election on Thursday 14th July.  Bob Buck received 542 votes, and Stuart Tarr received 100.  
The turnout was 23.03%.  Bob Buck was duly elected Councillor for Pill Ward. 

 
5. Information & Updates 
 

i. Foodbank Hub Summer Holiday Pilot Scheme  -  JSE reported on this.  Donations for 
the cost of this scheme had been received from Morgan’s Charity = £500, Community 
Fridge = £225, and the Foodbank  = £175.  The first Foodhub delivery took place last 
Friday.  Six families attended, each with 2-4 children.  Two home deliveries were 
carried out, but this was not to be encouraged, as there was insufficient.  The selection 
of food received from FareShare was good, but it could not guarantee this every week, 
it would depend on what was available.  Open from 1.30pm to 3.30pm.  BL reported 
there had been a considerable drop in donations to the Foodbank, so it was concerned 
about their finances over time. 
 

ii. Playing Fields Update  -  EB reported on this.  No response from NSC about the funding 
application for Play Spaces (Hardwick Road new equipment match funding).  This 
should be forthcoming in the next couple of weeks.  EB had a meeting with a 
representative of Play Innovation, who provide low cost equipment that can be added 
on to the existing MUGA.  They make the equipment a bit more multi-use instead of 
just ball games.  Spoke to Jules Hawkins about Brookside, who took it well that the 
funding application had not been used for the site.  Talked about setting up a Go Fund 
Me and do a village event to launch it.  



   
v. 20mph Speed Limit Consultation Update  -  BL reported on this.  Members of the PC 

covered the consultation for the entire day on Thursday 21st July.  NSC was very 
pleased with the amount of people who attended.  Most people were in favour, 
although there would need to be some amendments.  Now await the engineer’s 
revision of the plans.  BO asked if there were a significant number of people objected, 
would the scheme no go ahead.  BL stated that the consultation was about the design 
of the scheme, not whether it would progress.  PK advised it was a consultation, not 
a vote, and the scheme would be going ahead in the autumn.  BL reminded all that 
the PC still had ‘Smiley Sid’ and could this be used in conjunction as it did collect data. 

 
vi. Traffic Calming at Underbanks  -  EB reported that the cross over point at the bottom 

of Star Lane on to the green was very dangerous point.  Cars were driving too quickly 
around the corner near The Star.  There were often lots of children playing on the 
green.  There could be a crossing, or zigzags so people could not park under the 
arches.  TW suggested that perhaps a barrier at the bottom of the lane would stop 
this.  EB – it would be better for pedestrians if there was a crossing.  PK stated it would 
be a good idea to ask Alex Rowbotham (NSC) to have a look at the area.  Action Clerk.   

 
vii. Watchhouse Hill Update  -  BL reported on this.  There was a meeting of the Friends 

of Watchhouse Hill on 14th July.  Maggi Stowers was still the Chair but was planning 
to hand that over sometime this year.  The Section 106 money would run out over the 
course of the next couple of years.  This could be made to go further.  The Green Flag 
award is something that NSC is very keen on, but actually it is fundamentally a scheme 
organised by Keep Britain Tidy, so various tidying up items happen that may not be 
necessary for the hill, which could save money.  Suggest that the PC write to NSC 
formally requesting to meet with NSC with a view to taking over the area on a 
peppercorn lease, handing over the remainder of the funding.  It could also mean that 
over time there could be some more play equipment on the space.  DD & BL will get 
a letter to the PC within a month.  Action BL/DD.   

 
viii. Morgan’s Charity  -  BO asked for this to be on the agenda for September, as some 

relevant Councillors were not present at the meeting.  Action Clerk. 
 

ix. Chairman’s Update  -  TW reported that Cllr Hopkins was having continuing problems 
with Covid.  He was still shielding his wife who had long covid.  TW proposed that the 
PC waive the attendance requirements for Cllr Hopkins until 24th January 2023 (six 
months from today).  PK stated that GH had been instrumental in sorting and 
managing the website for the PC and was continuing to do so.  TW proposed, EB 
seconded.  All agreed. 

 
 TW suggested there be an altered layout to the agenda, which the Clerk would 

circulate to all members in due course.  Action TW/Clerk. 
 
 NSC had advised that a previously refused planning application at 12 Rudgleigh 

Avenue had come up on appeal.  If any member had any strong views about this, 
please put your comments on the NSC website or let the Clerk know.     

  
 
 
 



6. Adoption of Grants & Donations Policy  
 
 BO reported on this.  With NM he had produced a Grants & Donations Policy, and this had been 

circulated to all members.  As the PC received a reasonable level of requests of help, it already 
helped several organisations in the village.  Other one off requests were occasionally received 
and these must meet the necessary criteria.  He went through the criteria.  There would be an 
application process, and BL and NM had produced an updated form and had circulated this.  BL 
explained that the Community Forum had previously dealt with one-off requests.  BL proposed 
that the policy be adopted, seconded by JSE.  Agreed.  Action Clerk.   

 
7. Action Log & Clerk’s Report 
 
 Following reports of a resident of Avon Road being very upset about overgrown grass at the 

entrance to Jenny’s Meadow, the Clerk had arranged for Kevin Weekes to cut and clear the area. 
 
 Clerk had received a quote from GB Sport & Leisure for the resistance testing on the wooden 

equipment at Brookside.  The cost to test the aerial runway, the large climbing frame and the 
tree house would be £594.00 plus VAT.  The current lead time was up to 6 weeks.  Clerk to 
accept quotation.  Action Clerk. 

  
 The Clerk had contacted NSC regarding getting Common Lane reclassified from a road to a 

restricted byway.  She was waiting for a response. 
 

Due to the recent spate of fires due to the extreme heat, residents of Watchhouse Road were 
concerned about the long, dry grass on Watchhouse Hill.  The Clerk had contacted Samantha 
Phillips of NSC, who would not consider cutting sooner than the usual September cut. 

 
 A resident of Orchard Lea had contacted the Clerk to ask about the trees and hedges at the rear 

of Pond Head Court / boundary with Orchard Lea.  Following previous investigations, the Clerk 
had found that no management committee had been set up when the townhouses were built, 
so tenants had to make their own provision for maintenance on their side.  The Clerk would 
contact NSC again regarding who was responsible for the Orchard Lea side.  If not forthcoming, 
could the PC consider maintaining this strip of land.  It would require some tree cutting.  EB 
suggested asking Callum and Arran Emery.  Action Clerk. 

 
 Eventually received a price for converting the streetlights to have the capacity to dim or turn off 

overnight.  Centregreat would charge between £20-£25 per unit, plus labour costs.  Item in 
September.  Action Clerk. 

 
 Clerk advised that she would not be at the September meeting.  
 
8. Maintenance & Highways Issues from Councillors 
 
 EB - Road surface problem outside The Star. 

BB - Junction of Rectory Road and St George’s Hill., 
  
9. Committee and Working Group Reports 
 

i. Finance & Personnel Committee Meeting Report  -  BO reported on this.  He had been 
re-elected Chair for the year and NM elected Vice-Chair.  Expenditure going to budget, 
with the exception of electricity.  Npower had sent duplicate invoices. 



 
BL reported on the Community Forum, which was set up following the Parish Plan.  
Over the years it has gradually shrunk and it’s function has become considering 
funding applications for small groups in the village.  When Covid struck, the Chair, Lin 
Matthews, health was very poor.  Took to only meeting online via email.  Lin’s death 
earlier this year was a dreadful blow for the Forum.  BL had been Vice-Chair for some 
time and had organised a meeting of the Forum a short while ago.  He would send 
around the notes of the meeting in due course.  The CF would write to all the groups 
that had benefited from the fund, asking for people to join the group.  If nobody was 
forthcoming, the CF may cease to exist.  The PC £2k budget for this year, was not 
needed, so this could go back to the PC.  Action BL. 
 
Following, the recent election, it had become apparent that we need to budget for 
this type of event.  The Clerk was requested to contact ALCA to find out about this.  
Action Clerk. 
 
The Asset Register was reviewed.  The two most significant items were the 
Community Centre and the Sports Pavilion.  The Clerk had arranged for them to be 
valued.  The CC was a much higher value than was thought by the PC, but the Clerk 
had asked Noel Ayling (Trustee), who had advised that the CC was insured for £3.1m. 
 
Increase in value of Hardwick Road play equipment to £40k.  Action Clerk. 
 
St George’s Flower Bank – BB would update the FB’s asset list, and the Clerk would 
advise the PC’s Insurer.  Action BB/Clerk. 
 

ii. Neighbourhood Plan Implementation Meeting  -  BL reported on this.  The Clerk had 
circulated the minutes of the meeting.  NSC Home Energy survey – the £1k set aside 
by the PC to support this may not now been needed.     

 
10. Reports of meetings with outside bodies and other organisations 
 
 None. 
 
11. Accounts for Payment 
  

PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

   
EDF Energy Football Club Changing Rooms Electricity - July Direct Debit 4.00 

EDF Energy Spout & Steps Electricity - July Direct Debit 8.00 

Npower Business Solutions Public Lighting Electricity - 01/06/22 - 30/06/22 3,311.86 

Onecom Phone Bill - July Direct Debit 17.08 

Brackenwood Pill in Bloom Account 133.01 

GB Sport & Leisure Play Equipment Inspections - July Inspections 96.00 

K&E Property Maintenance Dog Bins x 5 & Brookside Cutting x 2 770.00 

JRB Enterprise 10,000 Dog Bags 183.00 

Cardinus Risk Management Reinstatement Cost Assessments x 2 312.00 

Pill Community Centre Use of Rooms - Pill Repair Café June 40.00 

Lucy Byrne Welcome Back Fund Expenses 17.40 

Terri Bell Pill in Bloom Summer Hanging Baskets x 9 261.00 

J Smart Salary 1,537.93 

HMRC Tax & NIC Contributions 436.31 

Bath & NE Somerset Council Pension Contributions - June 2022 562.39 



   

TOTAL  £7,689.98 

 
  

BL proposed approval of the accounts for payment for July, seconded by NM.  Agreed.  Action 
Clerk. 

 
12. Ward Councillor Reports 
 
 Neither Ward Councillor was present, but DD had emailed his report to members. 
 
13. Issues for future meetings 
 
 Street lighting 
 Community Forum 
 Watchhouse Hill 
 20mph Speed Limit 
 Morgan’s Charity 
 
 Members to start thinking about development Items for 2023-2024 budget. 
 
14. Planning Committee Meeting 
 

 See attached. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Signed: …………………………………………………………. 
 
 Dated: …………………………………………………………. 
 


