
PILL & EASTON-IN-GORDANO PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Held at Christ Church, Pill 
Monday 23rd May 2022 at 7.30pm               

 
M I N U T E S 

 
Present: Cllrs Kent, Langton, Adamson, Cath Davies, Don Davies, Harvey, Kirkby, Martin, Ovel, 

Stott-Everett, Wraith & J Smart (Clerk) 
Apologies: None. 
 
 

1. Public Participation  
 

Dave Lumby and Roger Collins were present. 

 
 
2. Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 28th April 2022, previously circulated, were 
signed as a true record.  RH proposed approval, JSE seconded.  Agreed. 

 
3. Declaration of Interests 
 
 None. 
 
4. Parish Council Vacancy 
 

Following the recent death of Cllr Stanley, the Clerk had notified NSC of the vacancy.  If by 31st 
May 2022 a request for an election to fill said vacancy is made in writing to the Returning 
Officer at the Town Hall, Walliscote Grove Road, Weston super Mare, BS23 1UJ by TEN 
electors for the said Parish (or Parish Ward if warded), an election will be held to fill the said 
vacancy, otherwise the vacancy will be filled by co-option. 

 
If an election was called, it would take place not later than 4 August 2022. 

 
5. Information & Updates 
 

i. Holiday provision for children on free school meals (J Stott-Everett)  - ‘Pill & District 
Food Hub.’  JSE had circulated a paper on this.  The group had set a target of being 
ready to go by 1st July, to be up and running by the school summer holidays.  The 
group would like the PC to be the overseer of this project, which would entail 
dealing with accounts, data protection etc.  A meeting would be held on Thursday 
with the Foodbank, seeking support.  The starting point would be families on free 
school meals, of which there were currently 77 that they knew of.  JSE asked that 
the PC hold the funds on behalf of the group and requested an initial grant of a 
minimum sum of £1k.  The group would be contacting Fareshare tomorrow to see 
what sort of food was available.  JSE did not know if FareShare delivered or whether 
the food must be collected.  FareShare was a charitable organisation getting food 
from supermarkets.  PK asked if the start-up date was realistic.  JSE stated it was 



ambitious, but the group was keen to get it up and running.  SA asked how it would 
work.  JSE stated there would be no cooked food, but enough food for each family 
for the week.  BO suggested there was a cross over with the Foodbank and 
Community Fridge.  CD asked if the group knew who really need help.  JSE – yes, the 
group was in touch with the schools.  DD had previously looked at FareShare and 
advised that you had to take what was given.  The amount paid to FareShare was 
£500 per year, but the Foodbank could not cope with the volume of food or the 
anonymity issues.  BL advised that any grant application to FareShare had to be in by 
the end of the month, but there was too much work to be done prior to this for it to 
go ahead.  The PC would need much more information if it was going to be involved.  
BL suggested one or two parish councillors attend this meeting.  

 
BO reported that himself and NM were in the process of setting up a Grant Policy 
which would involve completing an application explaining what the money would be 
used for.  TW asked for a full business plan before this scheme could be taken 
forward, although the PC would like to support it.  The meeting with the Foodbank 
would be held on Thursday at 5.30pm at the Resource Centre. 

 
   RH suggested the group could apply to the Community Forum to a max of £500.00.  
 

RH proposed, SA seconded to support the idea of a £1k grant in principle, but the 
application would have to comply with new Donations Policy. 
 
Action JSE.  

 
ii.  Brookside Playing Field Update (E Blaney)  Cllr Blaney was not present at the 

meeting. 
   
iii. The Village Voice Update (P Kent) – PK gave an update on the situation with the VV.  

It was likely that there would be a summer edition and two further, but it is in a 
wind down position.  This would have some effect on the budget as the PC was 
funding it.  But it would be a loss to many people.  There was now a need to have a 
look at how the PC could be up-to-date with news etc.  

   
iv. Watchhouse Hill Update (B Langton) – BL reported on this.  He spoke of the 

possibility of the PC suggesting to NSC that it takes a lease on Watchhouse Hill and 
take over the management of it, prior to the Section 106 funds running out.  He had 
spoken to Maggi Stowers (Chair) who was hoping to step down this year.  She was 
happy to have a meeting and would talk to the other members of the group about it.  
BL had not yet heard back from Maggi but would circulate dates when he received 
them.  Action BL. 

 
v.  Sale of Portishead Cruising Club – The Clerk reported that the Cruising Club had been 

sold, SSTC.   
 

vi. Traffic Calming at Underbanks (E Blaney) – Cllr Blaney was not present at the 
meeting.   

 
vii. Turning off streetlighting overnight (B Langton/Clerk) – BL reported that no financial 

information had yet been received from Centregreat, so this matter could not yet be 
discussed. 



 
 TW suggested that obviously some people would be opposed to this suggestion.  He 

would contact John Chaplin of the Bristol Port Company to ask for his consideration 
when installing the new lighting, try to persuade BPC to use the minimum lighting 
required for operational requirements.  Action TW. 

 
The Morgan’s Charity 
 
TW reported on this.  One of the requirements was that the charity needed to have three 
trustees.  Astrid  and Roger Collins were the current trustees and there was one vacancy.  TW 
suggested that any PC members interested in welfare issues may be suitable for the role of 
Trustee.  Contact TW if interested.  Action ALL. 

  
6. Action Log & Clerk’s Report 
 
 Police Report –  22 crimes reported in March 2022. 
 St Catherine’s Mead = 1 x Violence & Sexual Offence, 1 x Other Crime.  Miles Close = 1 x V&SO.  

South Grove = 1 x Other Crime.  Westward Drive = 1 x Public Order.  Wilmot’s Way = 1 x 
Vehicle Crime.  Bramley Close = 1 x Other Theft.  Pill Street = 1 x Criminal Damage & Arson, 1 x 
V&SO.  Bank Place = 1 x V&SO.  Spring Road = 1 x Other Theft.  Newsome Avenue = 1 x V&SO.  
Heywood Terrace = 1 x Vehicle Crime.  Underbanks = 4 x V&SO.  Co-op, Station Road = 1 x 
Public Order, 1 x Shoplifting.  Crusty Lane = 1 x Burglary.  Severn Road = 1 x V&SO. 

 
 The Clerk had requested that NSC timetable the removal of the Conifers around the triangle at 

the end of the bird nesting season. 
 
 NSC had been informed by the Clerk of the household waste bins and recycling boxes being 

left permanently on the highway outside the converted flats at the old bakery in Station 
Road/Church Walk.  John Carson of NSC had approved enforcement action of the residents of 
the building. 

 
 Npower quote – the Clerk reported on the proposed contract.  It would equate to a small 

reduction in cost from out of contract rates, but this would be fixed for one year.  DD 
proposed to go ahead with the quote, BL seconded.  Agreed.  Action Clerk. 

  
7. Maintenance & Highways Issues from Councillors 
 
 Vegetation from Lodway Farm on The Breaches was overgrown.  Clerk to report to NSC.  

Action Clerk. 
 
8. Committee and Working Group Reports 
 

BL reported on the CC&E meeting (minutes had been circulated).  Many trees had recently 
been planted, which had taken a tremendous volunteer effort. 

 
9. Reports of meetings with outside bodies and other organisations 
 

A Resource Centre meeting had taken place.  One or two Councillors to meet with John 
Thatcher to discuss the requirement for increase funding from the PC. 

 
10. Accounts for Payment – Authorisation of May Payments 



 
SA proposed approval of the Accounts for Payment for May, NM seconded.  Approved.  Action 
Clerk. 

  
11. Ward Councillor Reports 
 

DD would provide a full report in June. 
 
DD had not heard about any Ukrainian refugees coming to the village, but there was a lot of 
information and advice written in Ukrainian on the NSC and the Government website. 

 
12. Issues for future meetings 
 
 Donations Policy. 
 
13. Planning Committee Meeting 
 
 See attached. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Signed: …………………………………………………………. 
 
Date: ……………………………………………………………. 

          


