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Flying The Flag For 
Watchhouse Hill

Watchhouse Hill was awarded a Green 
Flag in the autumn of 2021, and it was only 
just recently that Friends of Watchhouse Hill 
received the new flag to fly proudly above 
the village. The flag signifies that the Hill meets 
significant standards as a green open space, 
not only in upkeep and maintenance but most 
importantly in providing an enjoyable and safe 
place for us all to enjoy.
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Editorial
How lovely to see, after a two year break, the 

Rag is back just in time for the Queen’s Jubilee 
over the long Bank Holiday weekend. Let’s 
hope the time off has given people opportunity 
to reflect and pull out all the stops for this one, 
and we’ll see some inventive costumes and 
enthusiastic participation. (I suspect we may 
have the odd ‘Royal’ theme this year!).

The following month we have the circus in 
town, which is raising funds for Crockerne 
School, so that should be a lot of fun for all the 
family. Bound to be popular, so get in quick for 
your tickets – details inside.

I’d like to say congratulations to Sam, our 
‘Not-so-secret-garden’ contributor on the 
recent arrival of her baby. Despite giving 
birth recently and with all she must have on 
her plate at the moment, she still managed 
to send me an interesting and informative 
article on what to sow and grow, together with 
fun activities for children too. This is proving a 
popular regular item with many of our readers.

Heads up in case you pick up your copy 
early. There will be a Coffee Morning and 
Sale of gifts, toys, china, pictures and books 
(50p-£5 – cash/cheques only, no cards) in aid 
of ‘BIBIC’, Somerset’s charity for brain injured 
children at Shepherd’s Hey, Ham Green on 
Saturday, 28 May at 10am. Parking available in 
St Katherine’s school car park. 

Next paper is August, so please do get in 
touch by the deadline, which is Friday, 15 July. 
(For advertising, it’s Wednesday 13 July.) I look 
forward to hearing from you. 

Jo Smith, Editor

The Circus Is In Town!
We are absolutely 

thrilled to announce 
that ‘Friends of 
Crockerne’ are 
bringing the circus 
to town on

Sunday 3 July! 
There will be three 
showings at 12:30, 
2:30 and 4:30pm. 
The show is one 
hour.

Kelly French Professional

Foot CareFoot Care
Treatment in the  

comfort of  
your own home

For the professional treatment of:
· Corns · Callus
· Fungal and Thickened Nails
· Cracked Heels · Nail Trimming
· Athletes Foot · Ingrowing Toe Nails
· Qualified in Keryflex
A fixable nail restoration with the 
appearance of a natural nail

Contact Kelly on 07896 152413
Email kelly_french_4@hotmail.com
S.A.C. Dip. (Foot Health Practitioner)

You can 
now book 

appointments  

on THURSDAYS at  

The Style Room,  

No 4, Pill 

01275 374215
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Make A Small Pond For Wildlife
Ponds provide water for birds, and many 

other animals and insects in the garden as 
well as being an attractive feature. To help 
encourage more residents to create their own 
ponds to support our local wildlife the Parish 
Council has pond liner available at bargain 
prices - there are pre-cut pieces of liner with 
underlay available ranging from £18 to £28 
for a small pond. You can pick it up from the 
Repair Cafe on the second Saturday of the 
month at the Community Centre or email Lucy 
on ljwbyrne@yahoo.com.

Summer Concert
Portishead Choral Society will be presenting 

their Summer Concert, “Opera, Jazz, and 
More!”, on Saturday 11 June at 7.30pm. The 
choir has been working its way out of COVID 
restrictions since last September, with extremely 
successful performances in December and 
March. The final performance for the choral 
year aims to be loud and celebratory, with 
music for all tastes and a chance for audience 
participation. We will range from folk songs to 
jazz arrangements to opera choruses. 

Resident soloists Katherine Everett and 
Richard Lennox will also be performing. As in 
many past concerts, Richard, the society’s 
regular accompanist, will demonstrate his skill 
at live improvisation by playing medleys in both 
opera and jazz styles. While the choruses from 
the great operas are full of contrasting moods, 
there are also many famous, memorable tunes, 
including Verdi’s ‘Anvil Chorus’, the ‘Chorus of 
the Hebrew Slaves’, and the ‘Pilgrims Chorus’ 
from Wagner’s Tannhäuser. It will be such fun 
for the audience to have the chance to join in 
with these! 

The concert will be held at the Gordano 
School Hall. For details of tickets please go to 
portisheadchoral.co.uk or email: ticketinfo@
portisheadchoral.co.uk. 

Gordano Community Cars
Gordano Community Cars hospital transport 

service can be booked for any hospital/surgery 
appointment through the surgery. Though the 
demand for the service is low at the moment, 

Tickets are now available online via the 
Friends of Crockerne website http://www.pta-
events.co.uk/crockerne 

There will be food stalls, hot and cold 
refreshments, a bar, an ice cream van and 
sweet stalls. The event is being held in the 
chestnut field off Macrae Road in Ham Green, 
opposite Lodway Cricket Club. Parking will be 
limited so we encourage you to walk where 
possible. St Katherine’s School have kindly 
offered their car park for those travelling from 
out of the village who wish to park and walk 
down. We ask that you respect our surrounding 
residents and properties when doing so, 
making sure driveways are not blocked/
obscured.

We can’t wait to share this amazing summer 
event with our wonderful village community. All 
proceeds go towards the Friends of Crockerne 
charity which improves and enhances the 
primary school experience for our children of 
Pill, Easton in Gordano and Ham Green. We’re 
looking forward to seeing you!

Pill In Bloom
Summer watering volunteers needed, and 

will be much appreciated! There are two 
red watering cans in the Resource Centre 

cupboard for 
anyone to use 
to help water 
any of our 
tubs or newly 
planted trees. 
They are easy 
to fill at the 
spout. Or, if you 
live close by 
to one of our 

planters or the new traffic measures planters on 
Westward Drive, we would be very grateful if 
you would be kind enough to give them a can 
of water in hot weather.

We’re always happy to welcome new 
volunteers. We have about 10 working parties 
per year on weekday afternoons, or you 
could volunteer to help look after a particular 
tub. Contact Lucy on 07929 655141 or email 
ljwbyrne@yahoo.com. Our next working party 
dates for your diaries are: Wednesday 29 June 
2pm, Friday 5 August 2pm, meeting by the long 
flowerbeds on the Green.
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relative to pre-Covid levels, we are expecting 
the demand to rise as the hospitals and surgery 
address the huge backlog of appointments 
which accrued during the Covid lockdown 
period.

Our team of drivers and coordinators are 
pivotal to the success of our service but there 
are a number of drivers coming up to the cut-
off age when we reluctantly ask them to step 
down from their driving duties. Consequently, 
we are always looking for new drivers to fill the 
gap, so if you could offer a few hours a week 
driving patients to the local hospitals then 
please contact Carol Sexton, our Secretary, 
on 374752, for further details. A car mileage 
charge is made to the patient for their journey, 
at the permitted government rate.

St George’s Church News
It has been 

an exciting few 
weeks for St 
George’s Church 
as we have been 
celebrating Easter 
and the 150th 
Anniversary of our current building. Although 
there has been a church on the site since 
medieval times, the building which we know 
and love today was built in 1872 by the then 
rector, Revd Arthur Walker. 

We chose Sunday 1 May to hold a Service 
of Thanksgiving and Celebration, and what 
a joyful occasion it was! The church was 
beautifully decorated with lots of spring 
flowers and the service was uplifting and a 
real reflection of the joy to be found in faith 
and communal worship. The singing was 
expertly led by a choir made up of some of 
our congregation and some of the Owls of 
Pill, and was directed by Pete Jones. We were 
accompanied in our singing by Steve Bloggs 
– an excellent guitarist and jazz musician who 
is regularly found accompanying worship in 
one of our three churches. We were delighted 
to welcome the Venerable Dr Adrian Youngs, 
Archdeacon of Bath, to preach at the service, 
and the church was full to hear his message 
and join our celebrations.

We combined our Patronal Festival and Gift 
Day with our celebrations and whilst we are still 

waiting to announce the total sum donated, 
we are extremely thankful and grateful for your 
generosity.

Coffee and cake after the service then 
became a Family Picnic and Fun Day on 
Court Hay Field. How disappointing it was to 
wake up to the first rain in weeks that morning, 
however we quickly put into action our “Plan 
B” and set out tables, refreshments, bouncy 
castle and face painting in the hall. The Morris 
Dancers of Pill kicked off proceedings with a 
short display, before inviting some audience 
participation – and finishing up with a maypole 
dance. We also had some children’s games 
and races – notably egg and spoon and a 
sack race – on the field before finishing off with 
a penalty shoot-out, organised by St George’s 
Football Club. There were three age groups, 
and the winners each received a small trophy 
in recognition of their achievement. Our very 
own Revd Astrid won the adult competition – 
to the pleasure and amazement of her family 
in Holland!

Over the same weekend, a group of local 
artists and crafts people staged an exhibition 
in the church of creative work inspired by 
the churchyard. This proved to be extremely 
popular and was well attended throughout 
the weekend. Visitors were treated to exquisite 
work produced by Annie Morris and her team, 
whilst outside Lou Dixey shared some of her 
research into some of the “residents” of our 
churchyard. We are truly lucky to have such 
talented people supporting our church and 
community.

So that was our May Day! Everyone at 
St George’s Church would like to offer our 
huge thanks for all the help and support from 
everyone involved. It was a wonderful day – 
despite the good old English weather – and has 
given us plenty of ideas for further community 
events. 

Of course, the Fun Day was not initially 
designed as a money-making event, but we 
are pleased to say that we have covered our 
costs and made a small sum to put into our 
Keel to Crow’s Nest Project. We sent out survey 
sheets to all residents in Easton in Gordano with 
our Gift Day mailing and we will leave some 
copies in the Resource Centre for Pill residents 
to complete. We would love to hear your views 
on how we can use the church for the benefit 
of the whole community so please do contact 
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us at rachel.manning.21@outlook.com as we 
are looking to preserve our local heritage and 
make it, and the church building, accessible to 
the community and will be putting in a bid to 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund. So now is 
the time to have your say!

Our most recent event as part of our 150th 
Anniversary was a concert in church, by a 
choir called In Accord. They delighted us with 
a range of choral music from Elizabethan 
times to present day, and the quality of their 
performance was outstanding. In Accord 
kindly donated half of the takings to St 
George’s Church so we have a further £150 
for our project fund, for which we are very 
grateful.

 Easton in Gordano WI
We are slowly getting back to our normal 

monthly meetings. During the past two years 
we have sadly had five members’ deaths - 
Vivienne, Olive, Verity, Ena and Joan, and we 
miss them all. 

Members have been busy making “Angel 
Cushions” for the breast cancer unit and to 
date over 40 have been given to the unit.  Our 
June meeting will see our Jubilee Tree blessed 
by our Vicar, then our speaker will give a talk 
entitled “It shouldn’t happen to a writer”. This 
will be on Wednesday 1 June at 7.30pm in St 
George’s Church Hall, and we welcome any 
new members and guests to join us. Craft 
dates for June are Tuesdays 14h and 28 and 
of course, anyone is welcome to come along 
and hopefully be inspired.

Our 6 July talk will be “House of Worth”, and 
craft dates are 12 and 26 July.

Chilie’s Community Allotment
Chilie’s community allotment is recruiting 

new members. For those who may not know, 
Chilie Davies was a much-loved member 
of our community, who left her allotment 
to Sustainable Pill and District (SPAD). In 
her memory we set up Chilie’s community 
allotment, to share the love of growing your 
own organic vegetables with others in our 
community. 

We meet on Tuesday mornings and have a 
group working party on the first Saturday of the 

month. Volunteers 
also pop along 
most Saturdays 
and Sundays in hot 
weather to water 
and potter. It’s a 
great way to learn 
about growing your 
own, to meet new 
people and is less of a time commitment than 
a plot all to yourself. We share the work and 
share the produce, learning as we go and 
putting the world to rights. Find us at Plot 20A 
Cross Lanes allotment, contact Lucy 07929 
655141 to join our group. 

The Not-So-Secret Garden
I’m Sam, and I’m back, bringing you updates 

on everything garden! What to plant each 
month, wildlife you may see, things you can 
create, and recipes to suit the things that will 
be ready to harvest from your garden.

What to Sow and Grow in June
Planting outdoors: Now is the perfect time 

for direct sowing. The weather is warmer, and 
soil temperatures remain high enough for 
successful germination. Direct plant sunflowers 
and nasturtium seeds, for beautiful and edible 
garden displays. Most vegetables can now be 
direct sown into your plots, pots, and borders. If 
you’re lacking in space, why not try using salad 
leaves in floral borders. A packet of mixed 
salad leaf seeds will produce beautiful colours 
in your borders. 

Planting indoors: Believe it or not, now is 
the perfect time to start planting your winter 
pansies indoors, in a greenhouse or windowsill. 
Get a jump start on your cold weather displays. 
If you have a greenhouse available, tomatoes, 
cucumbers, and peppers all benefit from sun 
and protection provided. Personally, I find 
tomatoes to be the most rewarding product 
to grow yourself, yes, they are cheap enough 
to buy, but you won’t ever find tomatoes that 
taste as delicious as home grown.

Making Your Own Compost
Making your own compost at home is 

incredibly easy, and a great way to get rid 
of your garden waste without paying for 
disposal. There are a few tricks that you can 
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use to help your 
compost heap 
thrive. To break 
down properly, 
your compost will 
need warmth, 
air, and a variety 
of produce. 
You can either 
buy yourself a 
compost bin, or you can even make one. Old 
wooden pallets can be nailed together to 
make a simple and low-cost bin.

Your compost bin will need good drainage, 
so be sure to place it on a stable surface, 
where excess water can escape. This will also 
attract worms, which are important for the 
breakdown process. Did you know, there are 
plenty of places online, which you can in fact 
purchase worms for your compost bin, or just 
leave nature to work its magic?

Composting is chemistry, and you’ll need 
to ensure you get a good mixture of green 
and brown waste, green being things such as 
grass cuttings, and brown being your clipped 
branches. You can also add in raw vegetable 
peelings, and adding scrunched up cardboard 
will provide important air pockets.

It’s a good idea to give your compost a good 
mix up every now and then, to encourage 
air flow, helping everything break down. You 
can also encourage break down by adding a 
store-bought compost activator to your bin.

What to Harvest and How to Cook it
Lots of early planted vegetables will be ready 

soon, and I’ve chosen a recipe which will use 
your early potato crop, salad onions, and 
chives. 

The Ultimate Potato Salad
Wow your friends by bringing along this 

potato salad to BBQs this summer. It’s an 
absolute showstopper.

• 900g potatoes diced
• 4 eggs diced
• 5 slices bacon
• 120g salad onions, chopped
• Handful chopped chives
• 115g mayonnaise
• 115g sour cream
• 1 teaspoon white wine vinegar
• 1 teaspoon Dijon mustard
• 1 tablespoon milk
• Salt and pepper to taste
• 1 teaspoon paprika

Wash potatoes, dice, and cook until soft. 
Hard boil eggs, roughly 8 minutes, then 

plunge into ice water. Peel and dice into bite 
size pieces. 

Bake the bacon in the oven until crispy, then 
dice.

Whilst the potatoes, eggs and bacon are 
cooking, make the sauce. Mix together the 
mayonnaise, sour cream, white wine vinegar, 
mustard, and milk. Season with salt and pepper 
to taste.

Once the potatoes, bacon, and egg are 
cooled, place in a bowl, add the chopped 
salad onions, and mix in the sauce. To serve, 
sprinkle chopped chives and paprika over the 
top of the salad.

And voila! The unhealthiest, yet delicious 
salad, that you will ever eat! Enjoy!

If you have any comments, suggestions, or 
would like to contact me for any reason, you 
can find me at sam.grows@mail.com.
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The Not-So-Secret Garden Kids’ 
Corner
Back Garden Scavenger Hunt

There are lots of exciting creatures, plants 
and other things to see and discover in our 
own back gardens. How many of these can 
you find? Tick them off as you go along.

• Something with more than 4 legs
• A caterpillar
• A bumble bee
• A spider’s web
• Something that makes noise
• Something yellow
• Something that was made by humans
• Something that’s been painted
• Something with a shadow
• A plant with more than one flower
• Three different leaves
• A wiggly stick
• A tiny stone

Add your own and keep the fun going!

Once you’ve finished your scavenger hunt, 
draw a picture of your favourite thing that you 
found today in your 
garden.

Did you have fun on 
your scavenger hunt? 
Why not take the list 
with you to the park, 
or to a friend’s house, 
and see what you can 
find there too?

Nature Corner – Activities For 
The Family

June brings an abundance of baby birds and 
butterflies. See how many different butterflies 
you can spot in Brookside and Jenny’s Meadow. 
Why not challenge your friends to see who can 
spot the most and find out what kind they are? 
Visit https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/
wi ldl i fe-guides/natures-calendar-home/
natures-calendar-june/ 

Bats will be forming maternity roosts in June 
as the weather warms up. The bats will gather 
together, each female giving birth to a single 
pup that stays with them for one month. The 
young are then able to go and hunt for food 

themselves. Did you know you can borrow a 
bat detector from the wildlife group? 

Contact Jules on jules@luxtenebrae.com if 
you would like to borrow one.

Many native plants will be blossoming in June, 
and these will help feed our pollinating insects. 
Look out for buttercups, poppies, foxgloves 
and daisies to name a few in gardens, 
meadows and fields.

WORD SEARCH

Abbots Leigh WI
We meet on the second Tuesday of the 

month in the Village Hall, Church Road. The 
next meeting is Tuesday 14 June, when Gail 
Painter will be discussing ‘Style Image and 
Fashion’. On 12 July Susan Symons returns to 
continue her interesting talk on Victoria and 
Albert.

Visitors are always welcome. FFI Donna 
Butcher 01275 375378

Pill Property Solutions
FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS  

AND PROPERTY REPAIRS
 Carpentry  Painting & Decorating 

 Kitchens  Bathrooms 
 Tiling  Fencing  Extensions

All our tradesmen are fully qualified 
and all work is guaranteed

35 years experience in the carpentry 
and building industry

Telephone Rob 07864 384454

damselflies

tadpoles

meadow 

bat

butterfly

swallow

swift

bluebells

chorus

daisy

foxglove

garden

dragonfly
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Light And Dark
Light; we all rely on it but the amount of man-

made light we experience today has many 
costs, some obvious, some more hidden. Most 
obvious is the cost of the energy involved, 
and the carbon emissions and other pollution 
created by its generation. 

Equally serious is the impact on night-flying 
insects, evolved to navigate their way around 
by moon and star light. They can’t cope with 
the floodlit environment we have created and 
so fail to find mates and breed. It is a significant 
factor in the collapse in insect populations 
that are now so well known. Fewer insects 
means fewer insect-eating birds and mammals 
– hence, in part, all those missing swifts and 
swallows and flycatchers and …..

Another cost is the loss for almost all humans 
of the wonder of the night sky: anyone who 
has seen the sky on a truly dark night knows the 
awe it inspires, but most people now live their 
lives without experiencing it. It’s also become 
a serious problem for astronomers, professional 
and amateur.

Recent changes have helped: LEDs use far 
less energy, and if properly designed and 
installed they spill much less light where it is not 
wanted. The Parish Council has reduced the 
amount of electricity used by its streetlights by 
about 70% by installing LEDs, and is delighted 
to hear that the Port Company has a plan to 
replace all of its lighting with LEDS in the near 
future.

But LEDs are not perfect – the light they emit 
is probably worse for insects than the lamps 
they replaced, even if more localised. Equally, 
the ever-increasing threat of climate change, 
increasing costs, the war in Ukraine and the 
need to wean us all off Russian fossil fuels, 
mean that further action seems very desirable. 

The Parish Council’s lighting bill has gone 
back up from about £2000 pa to over £5000 – 
it would be closer to £20 000 without the LEDS! 
At our May meeting (at time of writing) we 
are therefore going to look at the possibility of 
copying NSC and turning our lights off between 
about midnight and 5am. We know that this 
change would worry some people, but recent 
research has shown that the sense of security 
provided by streetlights is illusory – there is no 
more crime when they are turned off, as even 
criminals prefer a certain minimum level of 

illumination to see what they are doing! 
And, please, can householders with outside 

lights make sure they go off when not needed, 
are no brighter than is useful, and spill as little 
light as possible?

Goethe’s dying words are reported to have 
been “Mehr Licht” – “More Light.” If he could 
look at Europe at night from space now, he 
would see that his wish had been very much 
fulfilled, but like so many of the changes 
brought by the last 150 years, it comes at a 
heavy price.

There’ll be a follow-up item in the August 
Village Voice with ideas for more things we can 
all do to cut down on light pollution and save 
energy.

Trevor Wraith and Bob Langton
Pill and Easton-in-Gordano Parish Council

Crockerne Children Enjoy A New 
Golf Experience

Through some very generous sponsorship 
from Astron Fire and Security based in Portbury, 
the Rotary Club of Portishead was able to offer 
14 children from Crockerne Primary School 
some golf tuition at Bristol and Clifton Golf Club. 
Assistant Club Professional, Brad Smith, along 
with young golf professional, Alex van Laun, 
who works for Astron, showed the children 
how to use irons - and there were some very 
promising stars!

Mr Creton from Crockerne reported that 
the children were buzzing on the way home 
saying, “That was the best day ever”, “I am 
DEFINITELY going to play golf!” “I wish we could 
do this every week” ...etc. 

Most of these children had never seen a golf 
course or played before so what a wonderful 
experience for them. He went on to say, “We 
enjoyed the fabulous lesson, and it was lovely 
to see the children excited and engaged.”

Lin Matthews
On behalf of Lin Matthews’ daughter, Lou, 

it is with great sadness that we announce the 
death of Lin on 8 April, after a short illness. 

Due to Covid and the fact that Lou is suffering 
from Long Covid the Memorial Service will be a 
small, intimate affair. 
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Lin was held with great 
affection by many in 
Pill we will be leaving a 
Book of Condolences in 
The Resource Centre for 
anyone who wishes to 
leave their thoughts in.

Also, a Just Giving 
page has been set up 
for Refuge (a charity close to Lin’s heart) and 
any donations you may feel you would care to 
give would be gratefully received.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
remembering-lin

There will be a celebration for those who 
knew Lin, especially children and dogs!!!, on 
Sunday 24 July 2pm-6pm (weather permitting) 
Picnic and tree planting on Pill Green. 

Come along and bring along food to 
share. For more information contact Hilary 
07799221397.

With sadness for a loved and cherished friend,

Hilary Gardner and Jane Blaney

Pill Rag, Saturday 4 June
Pill Rag is back after two years of Covid 

restrictions. It’s so good to be back!!!
Our day will start at 10.30am with our popular 

Pet Show, with plenty going on after that 
throughout the day. Why not join us and help 
us to not only celebrate being back but to 
celebrate The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

Look out for the Rag Bag or our Facebook 
page for full details.

Pauline McDade 
Pill Rag Chairman

Lunch At Penny Brohn
Penny Brohn is now serving delicious lunches 

again on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
12.30-2pm.

Please phone 0303 3000118 to book a table.

 Parish Council
All of us on The Parish Council were stunned 

and saddened to hear of Peter Stanley’s 
untimely death. We have lost an energetic and 
supportive colleague as well as a good and 

kind friend. His funeral was an eloquent tribute 
to his many qualities, and we will all remember 
his immediate response of “What can I do to 
help you?” We are looking at the most suitable 
memorial for him in recognition of his good 
works and popularity in the village.

We have also managed to complete a 
number of matters which we have been 
working on for the last few months. The 
Beautification of The Precinct was completed 
at the end of March, and we all enjoyed a 
sunny village green opening and party with 
many people commenting on the pleasure 
of being able to meet again and exchange 
news and views. The only disappointment was 
the news that our Project Co-ordinator, the 
indefatigable Lucy Byrne, tested positive 48 
hours before the opening and so missed the 
public recognition she richly deserved for all 
her efforts and leadership. She did hear the 
three cheers from her garden but please pass 
on your thanks when you see her in the village. 
She will no doubt return them with an offer to 
get involved!

Thanks also to the efforts of a small core 
team, our response to the Draft Local Plan 2038 
was submitted by the deadline. All responses 
are now being scrutinised and ours - which 
is joint response with Abbots Leigh PC - can 
be seen on the North Somerset website. It is 
an extensive document but is worth reading 
in detail as it shows how the Plan will affect 
all aspects of future village life. Several 
Parish Councillors have spent many hours 
in steering group sessions, writing sections 
and contributing ideas. We are all grateful, 
once again, to the knowledge and expertise 
of Murray Stewart, who co-ordinated and 
edited the entire document, and to the calm 
efficiency of Julie Smart who made light of the 
horrors of formatting the response.

We have also heard that the dates for the 
Metro West have slipped again, bringing 
uncertainty into the completion timing. There 
is also looming financial uncertainty on the 
horizon, to say nothing of reinvestigating 
some of the environmental implications 
as the date for action on the basis on 
previous recommendations has now expired. 
Fortunately, there appears to be no such 
delay on the introduction of speed restrictions 
throughout the village, which are scheduled to 
start in September 2022. 



The Village Voice  |  June 2022

10

We are awaiting the final 
details of traffic orders. 

It has been encouraging 
to see younger members 
of the village coming 
forward with new ideas, for 
example, play equipment 
provision across the various sites and extensions 
to the rewilding work. The Parish Council is 
delighted to see that there is healthy and 
active contact with St Katherine’s and 
Crockerne Schools and will always be ready 
to consider more ways in which we can work 
together. 

Finally, it was very encouraging to see 
that the weekend to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of St George’s Church was 
attended by a good selection of families from 
the village and a happy time was had by all, 
showing that the church and its grounds can 
be used in imaginative ways to the benefit 
of the whole community. This is the idea 
behind the new approach of “From Keel to 
Crow’s Nest” and if you are interested, please 
contact the Church Warden, Rachel Manning,  

rachel.manning.21@outlook.com, who will be 
happy to give you further details.

With best wishes for continuing progress 
towards a life without testing and being able 
to rely on plans that do not suddenly change.

Paul Kent  
on behalf of The Parish Council

A Message From Peter Stanley’s 
Family

We have been overwhelmed by the support 
that we have received from the village 
since Peter’s death. Special thanks to the Pill 
Memorial Club and Pill Methodist Church for 
looking after us on the day of the funeral and 
to all our friends and neighbours who have just 
been amazing.

Donald Davies, Pill Ward 
Councillor, N Somerset Council

Many of you will have seen that I have 
decided to step down as Leader of North 
Somerset Council. However, I remain as ward 
councillor so, as ever, please feel free to 
contact me with any concerns you have. My 
phone number is 07900 097671 and my e-mail 
donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk. 

Now we seem to be coming out of the 
pandemic I also intend to hold face to face 
surgeries again, commencing in September.

Village Repair Café
More volunteers needed! Do you have items 

which are broken but you don’t know how, or 
have the skills, to repair? Perhaps some broken 
china or jewellery, clothes or textiles for sewing 
repairs, wooden items, small electricals (sorry, 
no microwaves), laptops/printers (subject 
to assessment), bikes, garden tools to repair 
or sharpen ….? As long as it’s portable and 
capable of being repaired while you wait, 
someone may be able to help.

Bring them along to the next Repair Café at 
the Community Centre on Saturdays 11 June 
and 9 July, 10.30am -12.30pm (before we take 
a summer break in August and September), 
where you’ll have a chance to watch and 

Sally Notton
PHOTOGRAPHY

Local photographer that specializes in family,
newborn, pet, and business photography at

affordable prices.
For more information find me on;

sallynottonphotography.mypixieset.com
Contact number - 07811654423

 sallynottonphotography@gmail.com
Follow me on;

facebook.com/sallynottonphotography
Instagram @sallynottonphotography

Crockerne drive, Pill, BS20 0LF 

 
 

Portraits Newborn Business

Professional Tree Surgery & Arboricultural Practices
for Domestic & Commercial Properties

 Pruning - Felling - Hedge Trimming - Stump Grinding - Firewood/Log Sales

Fully Insured
Free Quotations

Contact Josh King:
01275 375180 
contact@kingtreebristol.com
www.kingtreebristol.com
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learn and also catch up with friends whilst 
enjoying a cuppa with a bacon/egg roll.

The Sustainable Pill and District table will be 
there to share more top tips on how to reduce 
waste and look after our environment. We have 
Blue Hearts that can be picked up for free to 
put by your wild places for nature, local fabric 
shopping bags just 50p, recycling box nets just 
£2 and we still have some pre-cut sections of 
pond liner to make a small pond, with free 
underlay, at bargain prices. Come and find out 
about activities being planned by the wildlife 
group, the friends of Brookside, walking trails 
and the Tree huggers.

The aim of the Repair Café is to encourage 
people to bring their broken items to be 
mended, saving money and cutting down on 
waste. What better way to renew and re-use, 
and avoid excesses going to landfill?

We would particularly welcome more 
volunteers able to help with small electrical 
repairs, and also anyone able to mend 
jewellery (re-stringing beads, for example.) 

If you have skills and would like to volunteer, 
please get in touch with Rachel Harvey at 
sustainablepill@gmail.com

Community Development
Hello... my name is Tina, and I am the West 

of England Rural Network (WERN) Community 
Development Officer for anyone 50+. My role 
is to support communities with existing groups 
if needed, or groups that have struggled to 
get going again coming out of the pandemic. 
I can also help with the setting up of new 
initiatives. This could be something that you’ve 
always wanted to see in your community that’s 
not currently available, or perhaps you’d like 
to set up a new group or an event but are not 
sure how to go about it... If so, maybe I can 
help.

Right is a 
photo of a 
newly set 
up ‘Tea 
and Tech’ 
community 
group, a 
great way 
to learn 
b a s i c 
technology. 
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Be it on a phone, laptop or iPad, it’s also a 
great way to connect socially, making new 
friends and enjoying tea and cake!

I’m here to encourage communities to use 
their strengths and passions, so if you’d like to 
get in touch, please contact me on 07502 641 
805 or alternatively you 
can email tina@wern.
org.uk

The Christmas Lights Draw
In the Christmas Lights Volunteer Group draw 

for April first prize of £75 was won by Tracy 
Walker, with second, £25, by John and Sheila 
Whittaker. May’s winners were Mrs P Shaw and 
Paul Pownall.

If you wish to join the club you can register 
electronically by emailing pillchristmaslights@
gmail.com, and you will be provided with all the 
necessary information to do this. Alternatively, 
please see the poster in the window of the 
Resource Centre, with joining details (cheques 
payable to Pill Christmas Lights). It’s a one-off 
payment of £24 for a calendar year. Your name 
is entered into a monthly draw with the chance 
of winning first prize of £75 or second prize of 
£25. The December draw will be first prize of 
£500 and second prize of £100.

Are you in pain, suffering
from restricted mobility
or lack of movement?

Osteopathy Treatments available

Restore your body to a healthier condition with advice
and treatment from Osteopath Barnes Stringer.

For more information call Barnes on 07584 570348
or see website www.barnestringer.co.uk

Treatments available at

Penny Brohn
Chapel Pill Lane, Ham Green,
Bristol BS20 0HH

Penny Brohn Hub*
49 Queens Road, Clifton,
Bristol BS8 1QQ

*Private entrance at
17 Triangle South, BS81QQ

The Fit Tank Gym
6 Church Road, Abbots Leigh,
Bristol BS8 3QP

info@barnesstringer.co.uk | � barnesstringerosteopath
� barnesstringerosteopath

Are you interested in the stock market?
Would you like to meet other investors

either online or in person for structured meetings?
If so, then please join our investor network.

We have groups to suit beginner to advanced.

www.signet.org.uk          info@sharesoc.org

TOP TIP
Recycle crisp packets and toothpaste tubes 
at the Resource Centre - there are special 
bins to put them in. (Or collect all your soft 
plastic wrapping and take it to Sainsbury’s, 
where they have a recycling facility instore!)


