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In the last edition, I asked people to let me 
know their thoughts about the Village Voice, 
and whether it should continue. I thank those 
of you who sent me ideas and content, and 
those who shared their views on “Should it stay 
or should it go?”. Predictably, all those who 
took the time to contact me were in the ‘stay’ 
camp but, to be honest, the numbers were 
very low, in comparison to the distribution.

From this, we have to draw the conclusion that 
the majority of the 2600 papers printed each 
month are not read, or people are not sufficiently 
concerned about the future of The Village Voice.

What many people do not realise is that 
the paper is expensive to produce. Whilst I 
and all the delivery team are volunteers, and 

advertising goes some way to offset the costs 
of production, since its start in November 2019 
the Parish Council has subsidised these costs 
quite significantly. With many demands on 
their budget, we need to review how we might 
reduce this burden.

FORWARD PLAN
• A reduced print run, bi-monthly, will be 

made available at village outlets like the 
Resource Centre, Post Office, Library etc 
where people can collect their paper. This 
will give us the evidence to show how many 
people choose to read a hard copy. After 
each edition, the (article continues on page 2)

THE FUTURE OF 
THE VILLAGE VOICE



The Village Voice  |  February 2022

2

The Village Voice
Covering Pill, Easton–in–Gordano & Ham Green

pillandeastoningordano.org

Editor – Jo Smith
T: 01275 374 897
E: josmith0704@gmail.com
E: villagevoicepill@gmail.com

Advertising – Jo Smith
T: 01275 374 897
E: josmith0704@gmail.com

Distribution – Nigel Antolic
T: 07824 389 325
(Please let us know if your paper is very late)

Front cover photo courtesy of Peter Milner.

Printed by Quay Digital, Portishead, on paper 
made from 100% recycled post consumer waste.

Typesetting and design by bluemoondesign.studio

Disclaimer: Whilst the parish council runs advertisements 
within the magazine, this does not mean its endorsement 
or otherwise of any of the contractors/advertisers.

numbers remaining uncollected, or if there 
is a shortfall, will help us plan ahead. 

• The door-to-door delivery will cease after 
this edition. If you are unable to collect 
your own, there may be people willing to 
collect and deliver to their neighbours. 
(Please get in touch if you fall into either 
of these groups and I will try put people in 
touch with each other.)

• Another suggestion is to create a mailing 
list (subject to demand) where people 
can have a .PDF file delivered via email. 
Please contact me by 1 March 2022, on 
villagevoicepill@gmail.com if you would 
like to go on the mailing list. 

The paper will also be available 
through the Parish Council website  
(pillandeastoningordano.org/the-village-voice) 
as before.

The Parish Council has committed to continu-
ing to support the production of the paper until 
December this year, after which a definitive 
decision as to its future will be made.

Jo Smith
Editor

Editorial
Once again, the Owls pulled it out of the hat and 
achieved an unimaginable sum, given the restric-
tions placed upon their fund-raising again this 
year. If you were one of the lucky ones to attend 
the fantastic concert at Christ Church, you’ll 
probably share my disappointment for those who 
were denied the enjoyment at St George’s, when 
the second concert had to be cancelled due 
to the rapid rise in Omicron at that time. Many 
thanks indeed to all the Owls for their continued 
commitment to ensuring this Christmas tradition 
not only lives on, but thrives, in whatever form 
possible during these unusual times.

There appear to be seeds of normality return-
ing, but regular activities and group meetings 
are still slow to reconvene with any confidence. 
Let’s keep everything crossed for the Music Fes-
tival in March, so we have something upbeat 
and musical to look forward to!

You will see from the front page that this is the 
last edition of the Village Voice which will be 
delivered door-to-door. Because of this, I’d like 
to take this opportunity to say a sincere thank 

mailto:villagevoicepill@gmail.com
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many banana growing co-operatives, and with 
growers working on large plantations to learn 
more about disease control, and the effects of 
a changing climate. Farmers are also helped 
to gain a more equal voice in supply chains by 
working as co-operatives. There are currently 
10,370 banana farmers and 26,100 plantation 
workers participating in Fairtrade in 119 certified 
co-operatives and 139 certified plantations.

Here’s our chance to support bananas! On 
the morning of 5 March there will be a chance 
to “go bananas” in the precinct, with displays 
from local groups and our schools, Fairtrade 
refreshments, ideas for cooking with bananas, 
and information on how to support banana 
growers. Come along and join in! 

We have been a Fairtrade Village for nearly 12 
years now; Weston Super Mare has just won their 
Fairtrade Town award and Portishead will soon 
be applying for the award too, so North Somer-
set is putting itself on the UK Fairtrade map and 
everyone’s support makes a real difference. More 
information from www.fairtrade.org.uk or email 
your questions to suetuckwell@hotmail.com and 
a member of the Village Fairtrade Group will get 
back to you.

Your local handy man
Gary Chadwick

Pill/Portishead & Surrounding area
Home & Garden Maintenance 07977 937847

InsideOut

you to Nigel Antolic for his co-ordination, and 
the band of volunteer deliverers who have 
gone out in all weathers each month – some 
for many years – to ensure the paper reaches 
everyone in our community. Your support and 
commitment has been amazing. Thank you.

Deadline for April’s paper is Friday, 10 March, 
and for advertising, Wednesday 8 March. I look 
forward to hearing from you. 

Jo Smith
Editor

Let’s Go Fairtrade Bananas!
Bananas have got to be one the nation’s 
most-loved fruits - nutritious, versatile, wrapped 
safely in a strong skin and readily available in 
every supermarket, very often showing off the 
Fairtrade label as a quality mark.

So, all good reasons to celebrate this all-time 
favourite during Fairtrade Fortnight, which runs this 
year from 21 February until 6 March. Sadly, the 
story doesn’t end there because banana grow-
ers are experiencing real problems with disease 
which threatens the crop, and also the ravages of 
a changing climate shown through dust from vol-
canic eruptions, storms, floods, and ever-increasing 
temperature changes. These and other reasons 
put the future of banana supplies in jeopardy. 

But all is not gloom as the Fairtrade Founda-
tion has a great track record of working with 

Professional Tree Surgery & Arboricultural Practices
for Domestic & Commercial Properties

 Pruning - Felling - Hedge Trimming - Stump Grinding - Firewood/Log Sales

Fully Insured
Free Quotations

Contact Josh King:
01275 375180 
contact@kingtreebristol.com
www.kingtreebristol.com

S.B. LANDSCAPES
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Simon
Tel: 01275 373518 Mob: 07728 588017

• Fencing
• Patios
• Decking

• Turfing
• Grass Cutting
• Hedge Trimming

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/
mailto:suetuckwell@hotmail.com
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Thanks From the Owls
The Owls are very grateful for all the generous 
support from our wonderful community for our 
102nd Christmas season. 

Although the accounts are still being finalised, 
we are pleased to report that by mid-January 
£9,981 has been received. A little more money 
is coming to us from the JustGiving link on our 
website Pillowls.co.uk. By the time you see this 
edition of the Village Voice, the Owls will have 
donated this money to the causes we support. 
These include the Guide Dogs for the Blind Asso-
ciation, Sight Research UK (the new name of the 
Bristol based National Eye Research Centre), the 
Jessie May Trust and several local causes.

(Photographs courtesy of David Yates)

Our 2021 Christmas programme was inevita-
bly affected by the ongoing Covid pandemic 
and sadly we couldn’t attend many of our 
regular indoor events. With the spread of the 
Omicron variant, it was with great sadness that 
we had to cancel the second village concert 
in memory of Pat Derrick, our former President 

and long-time leader. Fortunately, the first con-
cert at Christ Church did allow us to remember 
Pat’s life and work within the community and 
we are very grateful for all those who helped to 
plan and support the concert.

We were able to attend about 30 events, 
mostly singing outside, including visits outside all 
the pubs in the village! We also continued the 
Owls’ tradition of street singing, covering Ham 
Green, Lodway, Portbury, Easton-in-Gordano 
and many parts of Pill. 

Thank you for all the support and here’s hop-
ing for a great 2022. 

What’s Coming Up in the WI
Hopefully, things are getting back to some sort 
of normality. We intend to meet on Wednes-
day, 2 February, at 7.30pm, when we will have 
a talk on how to spot and deal with scams. This 
is something we all have to deal with by tele-
phone, post or email these days, and we are 
sure this will be a very useful and informative 
talk. On 2 March our talk will be Forest School, 
If any lady would like to join us, we meet in the 
St George’s Church Hall, Easton in Gordano 
on the first Wednesday of each month. Craft 
Group dates are 8 and 22 February and March.

Pill Music Festival 2022
Performers Wanted

In anticipation that Covid restrictions allow 
this to go ahead, we are planning to hold the 
Music Festival from Friday 18 to Tuesday 22 
March (inclusive). 

At this stage we are inviting any band/choir/
group etc who have some musical contribution 
to make towards the Festival to contact us and 
let us know you are willing and available. We are 
looking for bands, groups, solo artists and orches-
tras covering any genre from folk, pop, rock, jazz, 
classical etc. The festival will be organised by Pill 
Festival Band; for more details please visit their 
website at www.pfb.org.uk or contact me John 
Filer (Chairman) at john@pfb.org.uk 01275 375734 

Pill Festival Band
We welcome anyone who would like to play, 
from beginners to proficient players. 

http://www.pfb.org.uk/
mailto:john@pfb.org.uk
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The Festival Band was set up in Pill in 2009 with 
the aims to provide low cost access for anyone 
who wants to play music, to provide live music 
at local events, and to bring together people 
from all sectors of our community in a shared 
cooperation. 

We provide ‘group’ training/rehearsal at our 
Monday evening rehearsals at Pill Memorial 
Club. These sessions are fairly relaxed with the 
emphasis being on everyone enjoying the 
experience. As a result of this rehearsals are 
structured so that beginners start at 6pm, at 
7pm our ‘training band’ have their rehearsal, 
and finally between 8pm and 9pm the music 
is aimed at our more accomplished players in 
our ‘performance band’ section. 

Rehearsals are held each term time Mon-
day evening, and cost to adults is £5 for the 
evening, during which you can attend any or 
all of the three sections of the band.

Our ‘beginners’ section takes complete 
beginners to those with a few years’ experi-
ence. We currently are fortunate enough to 
have this section of the band led by Gemma 
Cao (a graduate in music) who brings a wealth 
of experience and ability, and her sessions are 

ideal for anyone who wishes to take the step 
towards playing and enjoying making music.

The training and performance sections are 
led by another accomplished local musician 
and conductor, Michael Joce, who has been 
with the band for a year and has proved him-
self not only to be very professional but also 
provides a relaxed and social leadership mak-
ing the rehearsals enjoyable to attend.

We subsidise under 18s and full time students 
so that they attend for free, as well as having a 
limited number of loan instruments.

Of course the purpose of this rehearsing is for 
us to provide live performances, and through-
out the year we play at around four or five 
events and concerts, from Pill Rag and Regatta 
to the annual Remembrance service.

If you are interested in taking up a musical 
instrument, would like to carry on from those les-
sons you took when you were at school, or as a 
more confident player would like to join in, you 
can come along for free to see if you like us, at 
no obligation for any number of rehearsals, until 
such time as you decide to become a member.

Please contact me at john@pfb.org.uk or visit 
our website at www.pfb.org.uk

Pill Hardware & DIY

Electrical & Plumbing, Ironmongery, 
Timber, Tools, Painting & Decorating 

Equipment, Car Accessories, 
Gardening Supplies & Tools, 

Household Supplies and more...
Home delivery available for heavy items 

- please ask.
Open 10am - 3pm 

on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday & Friday.

10am - 1pm on  Saturday. Closed Sunday.
Operating from the car park.

13 Lodway, Pill, Bristol, BS20 0DH
Tel: 01275 372315

Pill Property Solutions
FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS  

AND PROPERTY REPAIRS
 Carpentry  Painting & Decorating 

 Kitchens  Bathrooms 
 Tiling  Fencing  Extensions

All our tradesmen are fully qualified 
and all work is guaranteed

35 years experience in the carpentry 
and building industry

Telephone Rob 07864 384454

mailto:john@pfb.org.uk
http://www.pfb.org.uk
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Update From Heywood Family 
Practice
It has been quite a while since we included a 
piece in the Village Voice and there are some 
staffing updates and other local news to tell 
you about.

In Spring 2021 we joined with a group of local 
practices to become part of the Gordano 
Valley Primary Care Network (PCN). As well as 
Heywood Family Practice the PCN includes the 
Portishead Medical Group, Harbourside Family 
Practice and the Clevedon Medical Centre. 
As a result of this collaboration we have wel-
comed some new members of staff to the 
team, they are:

Alberto Ratasisanchez, Clinical Pharmacist
Troy Wilson, First contact Physiotherapist
Georgia Davis, Nursing Associate and 
Terri Vanstone, Pharmacy Technician. 
These new colleagues work closely with the 

GPs and nurses across a number of practices 
in the PCN, and you may be offered appoint-
ments with them for relevant care in their areas 
of expertise.

At Heywood we were sorry to say goodbye to 
Dr Jessica Buchan in July 2021 and Mr Richard 
Harrison, our practice manager, in November. We 
are however very pleased to have appointed 
Mrs Vicky Gigg as his replacement, and also to 
welcome Dr Jo Williams to the team. A full list of 
all staff members can be seen on our website at 
www.heywoodfamilypractice.nhs.uk 

The last couple of years have been largely 
dominated by the Covid pandemic and most 
recently with the intensive vaccination pro-
gramme. We have given over 3000 Booster 
vaccines (and a similar number of first and sec-
ond doses earlier in the year) and over 2000 flu 
vaccinations in the last few months, many on a 
Saturday morning. We are very grateful to the 
volunteer marshals who have given up their 
time and supported us at the various clinics dur-
ing this period. We will continue to run vaccine 
clinics across the PCN in the coming weeks. Our 
regular surgeries and a range of other clinics 
have continued throughout the pandemic, to 
the best of our ability, and we thank patients for 
their cooperation and understanding.

We have also continued our association with 
Bristol University Medical school during this time 
and have taken part in the teaching of medical 

students in their first, second and third years of 
study. We are very grateful to all patients who 
have assisted with the training of these stu-
dents, whether in person or remotely, with some 
students spread across the country during lock-
down - a technical challenge at times! 

Further information about the provision of all 
our services is available on our website, and we 
would encourage all residents within the practice 
area to ensure they are registered with us, even if 
no immediate need, so our patient numbers are 
accurately reflected for future planning. 

Crockerne Men’s Club
Well, it’s the New Year and I am happy to 
say that we have had the first meeting of the 
Crockerne Men’s Group. Lin Griffin of Age 
UK and the North Somerset Trading Stand-
ards gave us an interesting talk on the sorts 
of telephone and computer scams that are 
prevalent, and passed on some useful tips, 
information, and helplines available to us to 
combat scams and not fall for their persuasive 
offers. Basically, if it sounds too good to be 
true…. it is a scam.

We have a full program of monthly meetings 
planned and hopefully for the first time in two 
years we can fulfil it.

Please come along every second Tuesday of 
the month to the Community Centre at 10am 
for a cup of coffee/tea and biscuits, an inter-
esting talk and to meet your fellow villagers. You 
will be most welcome. Further information on 
our Group is available at The Resource Centre.

St George’s Flowerbank
Once again, the public of Pill has come up 
trumps with their support for a local institution.

Starting in 1990, the management of the verges 
on the A369 was pretty low key for a number of 
years until the then newly-formed North Som-
erset Council got involved. With their advice 
and help the momentum picked up; the area 
being looked after expanded and the name ‘St 
George’s Flower Bank’ came into being.

In 1999 a Millennium Conservation Award was 
granted and things really gathered momen-
tum. Other awards have followed, including 
designation as a Local Nature Reserve in 2007. 
Being an LNR is important - it provides a level of 

http://www.heywoodfamilypractice.nhs.uk
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protection, meaning that any roadworks have 
to be notified and discussed with the conserva-
tion team.

Despite the problems caused by the pan-
demic the volunteer team is now back on track 
keeping this lowland meadow site in prime 
condition. Unsolicited gifts of new machinery, 
coupled with ongoing support from North 
Somerset Council means that the team is in a 
strong position to carry on into the future.

Apart from capital outlay, running costs have 
to be found and just after Twelfth Night the 
annual Christmas tree shredding took place for 
the twentieth time. Trees were delivered to the 
Cross Lanes allotments or collected by volun-
teers and this year an amazing £800 was raised.

“It’s fantastic how generous everyone 
has been. They are so kind, with supportive 
comments as well as plenty of cash. It really 
does make it worthwhile.” says Founder and 
Chairman, Bob Buck “Apart from our regular 
volunteers there’s a list of others that made this 
event such a success.”

Easton-in-Gordano and Pill Allotments 
Sharon Worthy and Portbury Village Hall 
Josh King for shredding 

Jonathan Booy and Chris Allcock with the truck
All the Emery family
For more information and to volunteer con-

tact:- Bob Buck stgeorgesflowerbank@gmail.
com 0788 4400221

Christmas Food Market
We are pleased to announce the Food Market 
held at the Salvation Army Hall on 18 Decem-
ber raised £435 which is shared between 
Christian Aid and the Salvation Army funds. We 
were delighted to welcome some new faces 
besides our loyal supporters, and it was good 
to see families enjoying Christmas activities at 
the start of the school holidays.

The Christian Aid Christmas Appeal is being 
devoted to the crisis in Afghanistan where 
families are struggling to survive the cold and 
cannot afford to buy food. Money raised for 
the Salvation Army has been used to support 
the work of the Salvation Army here in our 
community of Pill and the surrounding areas. 
Your support for these two causes is much 
appreciated, thank you.

mailto:stgeorgesflowerbank@gmail.com
mailto:stgeorgesflowerbank@gmail.com
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The Not-So-Secret Garden
I’m Sam, and I’m back, bringing you updates 
on everything garden! What to plant each 
month, wildlife you may see, things you can 
create and recipes to suit the things that will be 
ready to harvest from your garden.

What to Sow and Grow in February

Planting outdoors: You may think it’s still a bit 
too cold to be outdoor sowing, but if your green 
fingers are tingling, then there is something that 
you can get growing outdoors. Lily and Allium 
bulbs. Yes, flowering bulbs are best planted in 
autumn, however, you can still get away with 
planting both Lily and Allium bulbs in February.

Planting indoors: Many floral seeds can now 
be planted indoors for an early show once the 
weather gets better. My favourite of which 
being Sweet Peas. There is such a variety of col-
our displays to choose from, and these flowers 
are known to provide an absolutely incredible 
scent to your garden. Start by soaking Sweet 
Peas overnight in tepid water, to speed up ger-
mination, then sow and place in a cool place 

indoors. Once seedlings appear, make sure 
that they have access to enough light, so that 
they don’t become long and leggy.

Looking for two colours in one flower? Try 
Cupani Sweet Peas. Beautiful displays of dark 
pinks and purples.

Bird Boxes; there’s still time

Bird boxes are best erected in the autumn, but 
if you’ve been too busy to think about it until 
now, do not panic, there’s still time to hang 
them. Nesting typically runs from the end of 
February, until August.

Which box is best for you depends on which 
birds you’re aiming to attract: 

Bird Species Hole 
Size Nest Box

Blue & Coal Tit 25mm
Natural Log Tit 
Nest Box 

Blue/Coal/Marsh/Great 
Tit and Tree Sparrow 

28mm
Wooden Tit Nest 
Box 

House/Tree Sparrow, 
Great Tit, Pied Flycatcher 
and Nuthatch 

32mm
Sparrow 
Wooden Nest 
Box 

Starling 45mm
Starling Wooden 
Nest Box 

Robin, Wren, Blackbird, 
Song Thrush 

Open 
Box

Wooden Open 
Fronted Nest Box

If you already have nesting boxes set up, 
don’t forget to clear and clean out last year’s 
nests, ready for new residents. 

What about Avian Flu?

The end of 2021 saw a high rise in the number 
of cases of Avian Influenza. The main con-
cern is for poultry, so if you have chickens, 
ducks, quail, etc, these should be temporarily 
enclosed to prevent any risk from wild birds.

The RSPB advises that we should continue to 
encourage nesting and feeding of wild birds. 
Ensuring that feeding stations and nesting 

Are you in pain, suffering
from restricted mobility
or lack of movement?

Osteopathy Treatments available

Restore your body to a healthier condition with advice
and treatment from Osteopath Barnes Stringer.

For more information call Barnes on 07584 570348
or see website www.barnestringer.co.uk

Treatments available at

Penny Brohn
Chapel Pill Lane, Ham Green,
Bristol BS20 0HH

Penny Brohn Hub*
49 Queens Road, Clifton,
Bristol BS8 1QQ

*Private entrance at
17 Triangle South, BS81QQ

The Fit Tank Gym
6 Church Road, Abbots Leigh,
Bristol BS8 3QP

info@barnesstringer.co.uk | � barnesstringerosteopath
� barnesstringerosteopath
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areas are kept well cleaned and maintained 
with animal friendly disinfectant. There are few 
reported cases of Avian Influenza infecting 
humans, but always be cautious of handling 
wild animals, be sure to wash your hands thor-
oughly, and if you do see any dead waterfowl 
(swans, geese, ducks) DO NOT TOUCH THEM, 
call the DEFRA Helpline 03459 33 55 77.

What to harvest and how to cook it

This month’s recipe is a delicious sweet bake 
that you can make all year round. My Febru-
ary harvest is Rosemary, my favourite herb 
from my garden. It grows in abundance, it’s a 
fantastic flavour for beef dishes, a completely 
underrated cocktail flavour and garnish, and a 
treasure to baked desserts.

Ridiculously Easy Rosemary Shortbread

If you are vegan, this recipe uses no eggs, and 
the honey and butter can easily be substituted 
for vegan alternatives. Great for yourself, or to 
make as a gift.

Ingredients:
225g very soft butter (leave at room tempera-
ture to soften)
130g granulated sugar
2 teaspoons honey
½ teaspoon vanilla extract
270g plain flour
1 tablespoon fresh, chopped, rosemary
1 teaspoon sea salt
1-2 tablespoons of granulated sugar to decorate.

Method:

1. Preheat oven to 160c. Lightly grease an 
8-inch round or square tin with removable 
bottom, and line with baking paper.

2. Mix butter, sugar, honey, and vanilla in a 
mixing bowl until smooth and combined, 
around one minute.

3. Add the flour, rosemary and salt to the wet 
mixture, and combine until you have a 
crumbly dough.

4. Press the dough firmly and evenly into your 
pan, ensuring no crumbs are left loose on the 
top. Sprinkle 1-2 tablespoons of sugar on top.

5. Bake for 35-40 minutes, until a deep golden 
brown.

6. Remove immediately from the pan, and 
sprinkle more sugar on top if you desire. 
Slice up the shortbread, and leave to cool 
completely on a cooling rack.

7. (Optional) Once cooled, garnish with some 
fresh, chopped rosemary.

Store it in an airtight container to keep it 
fresher for longer. Enjoy!

If you have any comments, suggestions, or 
would like to contact me for any reason, you 
can find me at sam.grows@mail.com.

mailto:sam.grows@mail.com
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Nature Corner – Activities for the 
Family
Half Term Boredom Buster

Help your mini ones learn about germination 
this half term, by growing their own Runner 
Bean plant. Not only is this great fun, as well as 
an opportunity to learn about germination and 
photosynthesis, it can also help to encourage 
healthy eating and an increased knowledge 
of where our food comes from.

This is a classic experiment, which I’m sure 
many of you will have done yourselves as chil-
dren, either at home or at school.

You will need:
A runner bean seed
A glass or jar
Kitchen roll or a napkin
Tap water

1. Swirl a little bit of water around your glass 
or jar.

2. Pop your kitchen roll or napkin in, and give 
it an additional little spritz of water.

3. Place your bean seed down the side, 
between the glass and the napkin.

4. Give your seed a spray of water every few 
days.

You’ll see your seed start to grow roots after 
just a few days!

Additional Activities:

Daily Diary - Don’t forget to log the process of 
your seedling. Check in each day and draw 
pictures of how your seed has grown, write any 
notes to describe what you see. Did you wake 
up to your seedling having long dangly roots? 
Has it sprouted some leaves out of the top?

Once your plant has grown, and you’ve 
planted it on outdoors, you can even dry some 
of the leaves, and stick them into your plant’s 
diary.

Light vs Dark - If you want to take this exper-
iment to the next level, and learn even more 
about photosynthesis, why not try two separate 
bean seeds?

Plant two seeds as above, leave one in a 
well-lit area, such as a windowsill, and the other 
in a dark space, such as a cupboard.

Which one grows stronger and healthier?
Have fun!

Word search (find the words below!)

W I N T E R B

D E N O S A N

E B B A H K S

E E F D O E L

R A B B I T D

G R A E L P Q

C J T U M O D

X H A Z R U B

Winter Web Toad Doe Rake
Deer Den Rabbit Bear Bat

My Wild Child 

My Wild Child sessions are weekly outdoor 
play sessions for Bristol families with under-fives, 
combining child-led free play with fun activ-
ities. Find out more at avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/
mywildchild

Wildlife Watch

On the first Saturday of every month, our Wild-
life Watch Club for five-ten year-olds meets at 
Grow Wilder. We’ll be learning about wildlife, 
with an exciting new theme for each session. 
Find out more at avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/
wildlife-watch

Winter Scavenger Hunt

Trees may be bare and animals tucked up in 
hibernation, but there’s still plenty to spot on a 
trip to the woods in winter.

• glossy evergreen leaves

• a lacy leaf skeleton

• bumpy bark

• fallen tree cones

• a y-shaped stick

• animal tracks on the ground

Scavenger hunts encourage children to use 
and develop their observation skills. When they 
are hunting for treasures they pay more atten-
tion to their surroundings and notice things 
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they may have missed otherwise. So they are 
a wonderful way to help youngsters increase 
their awareness of the environment.

Lots more information www.woodlandtrust.
org.uk/blog/2020/01/nature-scavenger-hunts/

There are also links to a printable tree and 
twig id sheet www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
blog/2020/03/tree-id-kids

Limericks in Lockdown
I’ve collected the Limericks in Lockdown
From all the good folk of our small town
They are now in a book,
You can all take a look 
At our efforts to combat the clampdown

Get your copy of “Limericks in Lockdown” 
now on sale at the Post Office and the 
Resource Centre. 

I did manage to get them published before 
Christmas but it was tight and maybe a lot of 
you were unable to get one in time. However 
they will remain on sale and hopefully you will 
all have a chance to get one in the New Year. 

My apologies to Pam Allcock who sent three 

great limericks. The attribution for the “couple 
with the dancing feet that could not keep still” 
is incorrect. It should read Pam Allcock. (not 
Millcock). Also to Zoltan Keresztes for suggest-
ing that his limerick was written in 2012. That 
should have read 2021.

The limericks are original and made up by 
local people and the proceeds from the sale 
of the book will go to the local Pill & District Sal-
vation Army.

I wish you all a Happy New Year and thank 
you for all your contributions and support.

Pip 
pipgale@btinternet.com   01275372050

27, High Street, Portishead, Bristol. BS20 6AB.

Email: portisheadfunerals@outlook.com

www.portisheadfuneralservices.co.uk

CCoovveerriinngg  PPoorrttiisshheeaadd,,  PPiillll,,  PPoorrttbbuurryy  aanndd  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  aarreeaass..

TTeell::  0011227755  881144440000

Family-Owned independent Funeral Directors here to 
support you every step of the way, providing dignity and 

respect to you and your loved ones. 

Arrangements can be made within our office, or within 
the comfort of your own home. To discuss funeral 
arrangements that reflect your personal wishes or to 

discuss pre-paid funeral plans please contact us.

DDiirreeccttoorr:: Ian Taylor-Rowlands Dip.F.D. LMBIFD

DDiirreecctt  SSeerrvviiccee
£11449999..0000

(No Attendance)

SSiimmppllee  SSeerrvviiccee
£22666622..0000

(Service before 10am)

TTrraaddiittiioonnaall  SSeerrvviiccee
£22889922..0000

(No Limousine)

TTrraaddiittiioonnaall  SSeerrvviiccee
£22999922..0000

(1x Limousine)

The below costs include the necessary disbursements 
for a cremation at a local crematorium, additional 

services may affect the final price.

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/tree-id-kids/
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/tree-id-kids/
mailto:pipgale@btinternet.com
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Dance Fit
Beat the winter blues and bulge with Dance Fit. 

Dancing is a fun way to bring pure joy into 
your life. I’m looking to run weekly Dance Fit 
classes open for anyone to come and join in 
the FUN. Following all the latest rules to keep 
everyone safe, I will put together a sound track 
each week to include gentle songs to warm 
up and stretch to, followed by party tunes to 
let go to (from across the decades) then a few 
wind down relaxing tunes. 

I’ve been dancing all my life and kitchen dis-
cos have kept me sane through the pandemic. 
I’m hoping there are other like-minded souls in 
the village who’d love the chance to come 
together and dance just for kicks. There’ll be no 
set routine, wear what you feel comfortable in 
or dress to impress (I’ll have a few sparkly things 
to don if that helps to get you in the mood), 
then dance like no one’s watching and let all 
of life’s stresses fade away. 

If you’re interested email Lucy at 
dancefitforfun@gmail.com with two of your 
favourite tunes that always get you on the 
dance floor and let me know what day of the 
week / time would work best for you.

Precinct Improvements
Would you or any local groups like to use any 
of these or get involved with the precinct 
improvements?

Marquees available to book; FREE for any local 
community/charity groups or businesses. Free use 
of Bistro sets to put out in the precinct for events. 
All available from late February onwards.

Portaloos available to book for FREE from now 
until the end of March for community events.

Chalk sandwich boards available to use to 
promote community events.

Planters to help plant up and maintain - from 
mid February and a mural to help design and 
paint in February/March.

Contact Lucy on peigprecinct@gmail.com 
to find out more, share ideas or to join the pre-
cinct improvement group.

Tree Planting in the Village
The Parish council’s climate action volunteers 
have been awarded with eight free specimen 
trees from North Somerset council’s ‘Trees-
capes’ scheme for the Queens’s Jubilee year. 

We’ll be looking for more volunteers to help 
plant and look after two Rowan and a Field 
Maple on Watchhouse Hill, plus a Beech, two 
small-leaved Limes, a Hornbeam and a Wild 
cherry to be planted along the avenue of trees 
at Macrae Road, where several young Horse 
Chestnuts are sadly dying (two of these dead 
trees will be removed). We have also purchased 
five Cherry Autumnalis to be planted between 
the playground and the playing field next to 
the railings at Hardwick Road playing field, and 
a beautiful Prunus Nigra (purple leaved cherry) 
to be planted on Victoria Park. If we get a dry 
spring and summer it will be vital that these all 
get enough water, so if you’d like to help as a 
watering volunteer we would be very grateful.

The Owls will be planting a memorial tree for 
Pat Derick opposite his former shop on Victo-
ria Park, with a memorial bench. There have 
also been some generous donations made 
for other memorial trees to be planted. If you 
would like to make a donation towards tree 
planting in the Parish you can make a cheque 
payable to Pill and Easton in Gordano Parish 

Are you interested in the stock market?
Would you like to meet other investors

either online or in person for structured meetings?
If so, then please join our investor network.

We have groups to suit beginner to advanced.

www.signet.org.uk          info@sharesoc.org

Sally Notton
PHOTOGRAPHY

Local photographer that specializes in family,
newborn, pet, and business photography at

affordable prices.
For more information find me on;

sallynottonphotography.mypixieset.com
Contact number - 07811654423

 sallynottonphotography@gmail.com
Follow me on;

facebook.com/sallynottonphotography
Instagram @sallynottonphotography

Crockerne drive, Pill, BS20 0LF 

 
 

Portraits Newborn Business

mailto:dancefitforfun@gmail.com
mailto:peigprecinct@gmail.com
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I am a Personal Trainer 
and Kettlebell Instructor 
who can help you to:
 Improve health and fi tness
 Improve muscle tone and bone density
 Improve mobility and coordination

�      07875 054292  �         t.linda1206@gmail.com  www.shirestrong.co.uk

I am a Strongfi rst Kettlebell Instructor
Specialist wellness and coach of 
premenopausal and beyond females.

Please contact me if you would like 
more information.

CLASSES AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
AT 1PM EVERY WEDNESDAY

Council (marked with your name and ‘tree 
planting’) for the attention of Julie Smart, or 
you can go to the Parish Council website and 
search for ‘Sponsor a tree’.

There are plans to plant more Alders and 
Willow in the damp ground at Brookside and 
to fill the gaps in the hedgerow along the A369 
opposite St Katherine’s to complete this impor-
tant nature corridor. We’ve also been awarded 
with 50 native hedgerow tree saplings from 
Treescapes for the grass verge between the 
bottom car park at St Katherine’s and the foot-
path, which we hope to be planting up with 
help from the students.

We still have lots of donated trees offered to 
us by residents to plant too. If you’d like to help 
to plant a tree look out for posts on the Daily 
Pill or contact peigcarboncapture@gmail.com 
or text Lucy on 07929655141 to join the ‘Tree-
huggers’ Whatsapp group for all practical tree 
planting related activities. There’s an ever-grow-
ing band of happy volunteers doing what they 
can to help  improve local biodiversity and to 
capture carbon by planting trees and creating 
meadows. It’s a great way to make new friends 
and enjoy our local green spaces.

Donald Davies
Pill Ward Councillor, N Somerset Council

As I write this the Omicron variant is still making 
life very difficult for so many of us so please 
let’s continue to take care of each other. Can 
I thank on behalf of us all those, especially our 
volunteers, who continue to support those in 
need in our village. Let’s hope that as we move 
into spring life can start to return to some form 
of normality, though I suspect life has funda-
mentally changed for very many of us!

On a subject of great interest to many, First Bus 
have announced new timetables from 30 Janu-
ary, there being one service through the village, 
X4 Portishead-Pill-Bristol, running half hourly in the 
day time, Monday to Saturday, less frequently 
evenings and Sundays, which, given their staff 
shortages and impact on passenger numbers of 
the pandemic, is better than I had feared.

Please feel free to contact me with any concerns 
you have, my phone number is 07900 097671 and 
my e-mail donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk. 

Happy New Year!

mailto:peigcarboncapture@gmail.com
mailto:donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk
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Village Repair Café
Do you have items which are broken but you 
don’t know how, or have the skills, to repair? 
Perhaps some broken china or jewellery, clothes 
or textiles for sewing repairs, wooden items, 
small electricals (sorry, no microwaves), bikes, 
garden tools to repair or sharpen ….? As long 
as it’s portable and capable of being repaired 
while you wait, someone may be able to help.

Bring them along to the next Repair Café at 
the Community Centre on Saturday 12 Feb-
ruary, 10.30am -12.30pm, where you’ll have a 
chance to watch and learn and also catch 
up with friends whilst enjoying a cuppa with a 
bacon/egg roll.

The Sustainable Pill and District table will be 
there to share more top tips on how to reduce 
waste and look after our environment. We have 
Blue Hearts that can be picked up for free to 
put by your wild places for nature, local fab-
ric shopping bags just 50p, recycling box nets 
just £2 and we still have some pre-cut sections 
of pond liner to make a small pond, with free 
underlay, at bargain prices. Come and find out 
about activities being planned by the wildlife 
group, the friends of Brookside, walking trails 

and the Tree huggers.
The aim of the Repair Café is to encour-

age people to bring their broken items to be 
mended, saving money and cutting down on 
waste. What better way to renew and re-use, 
and avoid excesses going to landfill?

If you have skills and would like to volunteer, 
please get in touch with Rachel Harvey at sus-
tainablepill@gmail.com

Wassail 2022
Having been disappointed not to able to hold 
the Wassail in January 2021 because of the 
pandemic, Friends of Watchhouse Hill organisers, 
Helen and Greg, were delighted to see the huge 
number of people who turned out on a chilly but 
dry night to keep up this annual tradition for 2022.  

(Photos courtesy of Liz Milner)

With The Green Man and drum at its head, 
the lantern-lit procession made its way to the 
Community Orchard where hot mulled cider 
awaited.   With ‘glasses’ charged the cere-
mony began.   The largest tree in the orchard 
was toasted by all, blessed by The Green Man 
and the Wassail Maiden then placed a slice 
of cider-soaked toast in its branches to ensure 
a good crop.   The Green Man called on all 

Kelly French Professional

Foot CareFoot Care
Treatment in the  

comfort of  
your own home

For the professional treatment of:
· Corns · Callus
· Fungal and Thickened Nails
· Cracked Heels · Nail Trimming
· Athletes Foot · Ingrowing Toe Nails
· Qualified in Keryflex
A fixable nail restoration with the 
appearance of a natural nail

Contact Kelly on 07896 152413
Email kelly_french_4@hotmail.com
S.A.C. Dip. (Foot Health Practitioner)

You can 
now book 

appointments  

on THURSDAYS at  

The Style Room,  

No 4, Pill 

01275 374215

For details of other news and events 
around the parish, visit

pillandeastoningordano.org

mailto:sustainablepill@gmail.com
mailto:sustainablepill@gmail.com
https://pillandeastoningordano.org/
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wassailers present to make a great noise to 
awaken the trees and scare away bad spirits.   
And they did, with gusto!  Singing followed with 
‘Wassail, Wassail the Old Apple Tree’ and other 
traditional songs.   Finally, led by the Pill Shark 
Morris Ladies, children danced round the tree. 
We now look forward to an excellent harvest in 
the autumn with many apple pies, cakes and 
crumbles to come!

The Christmas Lights Draw
The Christmas lights volunteer group draw 
for the Big December 2021 win, was held on 
Saturday 4th in the Duke of Cornwall. Congrat-
ulations go to Liz and Bob Moore, winning first 
prize of £500 and to Heather Farr winning sec-
ond prize of £100. The January 2022 draw was 
held in the Star Inn on the 8th. Congratulations 
to Tracey Walker winning first prize of £75 and 
to Sue Poole, winning second prize of £25.

If you wish to join the club you can register 
electronically by emailing pillchristmaslights@
gmail.com, and you will be provided with all 
the necessary information to do this. Alter-
natively, please see the poster in the window 
of the Resource Centre, with joining details 
(cheques payable to Pill Christmas Lights). It’s 
a one-off payment of £24 for a calendar year. 
Your name is entered into a monthly draw with 
the chance of winning first prize of £75 or sec-
ond prize of £25. The December draw will be 
first prize of £500 and second prize of £100.

… and a Thank You
The Pill Christmas Lights committee would like to 
thank all the volunteers who came out to help 

put up and take down the lighting display over 
Christmas, which was especially complicated 
due to the dreaded Covid restrictions.

The village shone through again even 
though sadly the switch on event was unable 
to go ahead, but saying this, once again our 
wonderful village came up trumps showing its 
appreciation, giving us tremendous support 
in the true spirit of old, raising enough money 
through donations, big and small, to ensure the 
lights continue to shine again next Christmas.

We would like to thank the Post Office, the 
Parish Council, Portishead Cruising Club, Brack-
enwood Nursery, for their help with the trees. 
King Tree Services, W4co the Old Brewery, the 
Resource Centre, The Village Voice and St 
George’s Church. 

Thank you to everyone who’s joined/ 
re-joined the Christmas lights club for another 
year, helping to support the lights. Also, to 
everyone who has donated or helped in any 
way to make our village lights a sparkling suc-
cess again for another year.

We wish you all a happy and healthy new 
year. Stay safe everyone.

mailto:pillchristmaslights@gmail.com
mailto:pillchristmaslights@gmail.com
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Pill Community Choir
Pill Community Choir meets (with Covid pre-
cautions) in the Community Centre on Tuesday 
evenings 7.45-9.15pm.

Maria Johnson – a wonderful and very expe-
rienced music teacher who also is musical 
director for Key Voices Community Choir in 
Keynsham continues to teach songs by ear, so 
no music reading is required (although music 
readers are welcome to join us!).   The songs 
will still be the fabulous, uplifting mixture of 
world music, pop, jazz, gospel and everything 
in between.   If you would like to have a free 
taster session please contact Wendy Sergeant 
– email sergeant.wendy@gmail.com, tel 07899 
044606 or for more information visit her website 
www.wendysergeant.com

Do Something Amazing
90,000 new blood donors donated for the first 
time in 2021, but many others had to stop for 
reasons of retirement, health or closure of local 
collection centres. 

Every New Year starts with the Blood Transfu-
sion Service’s appeal to re-build stock after the 
Christmas period. You can find out more about 
becoming a donor at blood.uk, or by calling 
0300 123 23 23. 

At the time of writing, there is a session 
planned at Leigh Court in mid-February. It 
is usually by appointment so check first as 
appointments go quickly.

Go on – do something amazing!

Parish Council
The Parish Council welcomes two new coun-
cillors, Ellie Blaney and Kate Kirkby, who have 
been co-opted to the recently publicised 
vacancies. We are delighted to be joined by 
Ellie and Kate who will bring new ideas and 
enthusiasm. We also hope to fill the remaining 
vacancy created by the resignation of Nona 
Dawson so that we will be back at full strength 
for 2022. We are very grateful to Nona for her 
work over many years on The Parish Council 
and look forward to seeing her around the vil-
lage - and on the footpaths - in the future.

We are awaiting timings and details of the 
20mph restrictions through the village but 

hope that North Somerset will be starting this 
much-overdue work before the end of March 
2022. It would appear that there is further delay 
on Metro West and some dispute centred 
around a short section of rail so we await fur-
ther details here. 

We have been working on the budget for 
2022/23 and by the time you read this we hope 
to have most details confirmed. The 2022/23 
budget will be on the PC website as soon as it 
is agreed. 

You will be interested to know that the Parish 
Council is very keen to recover and expand 
youth activities in the village after the last two 
years, when too many young people’s lives 
have been blighted. We hope that the Youth 
Development Fund will support a range of 
activities which encourage young people to 
get together and to enjoy working outside. The 
mental wellbeing of young people is especially 
important to the future health of our village, 
so if you feel that you could help in any way 
please do not hesitate to contact any one of 
us with your suggestions.

It feels as if we might be starting to see a 
gradual lifting of restrictions as we all learn 
to live with COVID so please alert your Parish 
Council to any suggestions which you think 
might help us recover the familiar rhythms of 
village life.

Paul Kent on behalf of The Parish Council

Table Tennis Club
We meet at St George’s Church Hall in Easton-
in-Gordano at 7pm on Thursday evenings. If 
you are interested and wish to know more, call 
Mike on 01275 373969.

TOP TIP
Learn how to do a simple repair: 
Visit the Repair Cafe on the second 
Saturday of each month, or watch 
You Tube clips to learn how to, for 
example, darn, or do basic bike 

maintenance.

mailto:sergeant.wendy@gmail.com
http://www.wendysergeant.com
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