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Precinct 
Improvements
Welcome Back to the High Streets Funding

If you’ve been out and about in the village, 
you’ll have noticed the colourful murals and 
new planters that have been appearing 
thanks to the ‘Welcome Back Fund’. Deadlines 
have been tight to spend the grant money by 
the end of March, so it’s been a big push to 
get everything ordered and installed in time! 

We are very grateful to all who have 
supported this project at North Somerset 
Council, The Parish Council, Alliance Homes, St 
Katherine’s School, Crockerne Primary School, 
the Youth Club, the Cub Scouts, The Brownies, 
the Southern Co-op, the Salvation Army, Oven 
Gleamers, Avon Fire Station, the Library and 
all those who have volunteered  their time to 
help in any  way. The fund is financed by the 
European Regional Development Fund as part 
of the European Structural and Investment 
Funds Growth Programme 2014-2020.

There are now two large gazebos, four 
colourful bistro sets, a heavy-loads trolley 
and two smart chalk sandwich boards 

available to borrow FREE of charge by any 
local organisation putting on events in central 
village areas. Enquire in the Resource Centre 
for details.

Our mural artist Shruti, from Mantra Murals, a 
former resident of Easton in Gordano, has done 
a fantastic job representing our community 
and locality. She will be back in April to finish 
the last mural with the old oak and scenes from 
Watch House Hill. 

A huge  thank 
you to all 
the  children 
who entered the 
bollard painting 
competition. 

I was  so 
impressed with 
the quality of 
the designs and 
the sentiment  in 
the words the 
children wrote. 

It’s been wonderful to speak to so many 
people who have told us how much they enjoy 
these art works and by the hundreds of positive 
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comments on the Daily Pill Facebook group.
By the  time this is in print a new Parish Map 

will have been installed opposite the Resource 
Centre. Many hours of work have gone into 
compiling data from many different sources, 
to give a sense of place, show local paths and 
roads as well as playgrounds, parks, meadows, 
community centres, viewpoints and places of 
interest. There will be a QR code on the map 
which will take viewers to a page on the Parish 
Council website, where further information 
on our locality, such as walking trails, will be 
found. Wildlife group  members are building 
a ‘Special Local Trees’ trail for instance. Email 
peigwildlife@gmail.com if you’d like to help 
take photos or write short stories about local 
special trees.

We are particularly grateful to Alliance Homes 
who have supported the installation of several 
new planters on the precinct and the ‘bike 
lock’ planter at the Library. It was a pleasure to 
plant these up with local children. Pill in Bloom 
volunteers are delighted that all our planters 
will be upgraded in June. We will be looking 
for new recruits to help with the watering 
and maintenance going forward. Anyone is 
welcome to help when the weather’s dry by 
borrowing one of our red watering cans from 
the Resource Centre, which can be easily filled 
at the spout to give a few plants in need a 
good soak. 

If you’d like to join Pill in Bloom please email 
Lucy on ljwbyrne@yahoo.com or call 07929 
655141. We’re always keen to welcome new 
members who are happy to do a little each 
month to put some love into our community 
spaces. Upcoming  working party dates are 
Wednesday 13 April, Tuesday 24 May, meeting 
at 2pm on the Green at Victoria Park. If you 
can only do weekends, please get in touch 
also.

We also have three new benches, two picnic 
benches and a play boat coming, made from 
hard wearing  recycled plastic, which will go 
on the Precinct, Victoria Park, Waterloo Wharf 
and opposite the Duke of Cornwall.

I hope many of you will have attended our 
Picnic in the Park to celebrate and ‘Welcome 
our Community Back’ to village events.

If you’re interested to do more to further 
improve our Precinct and surrounding areas 
email peigprecinct@gmail.com

mailto:peigwildlife@gmail.com
mailto:ljwbyrne@yahoo.com
mailto:peigprecinct@gmail.com
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we are always looking for new drivers to fill the 
gap, so if you could offer a few hours a week 
driving patients to the local hospitals then 
please contact Carol Sexton, our Secretary, 
on 374752, for further details. A car mileage 
charge is made to the patient for their journey, 
at the permitted government rate.

Easton in Gordano WI
Our WI is 75 years old in April and we will 

celebrate the event with a social, with the 
Committee providing refreshments.  Our May 
meeting is the Annual Resolutions Choices 
evening and also during this evening we will 
have Members’ Competitions (categories will 
be announced at April meeting). Craft Group 
dates are 12 and 26 April and 10 and 24 May. 
We look forward to meeting new members and 
guests at any of these occasions.  We meet in 
St George’s Church Hall at 7.30pm on the first 
Wednesday of each month and hope that, 
now things are returning to normal, we can 
get on with all the plans we had to cancel 
because of the pandemic.

St George’s Church
From Keel to Crow’s Nest Update

Following a Project Team meeting in January 
a little more progress has been made towards 
securing the future of St George’ Church. 

Our main task at this meeting was to agree 
on a way of giving you, the residents of Pill and 
Easton in Gordano, an opportunity to express 
your views on how we could use the church 
in the future. This will enable us to ensure that 
we are able to work with the community to 
provide a facility which will be used frequently, 
for a variety of activities and not just for worship 
on Sundays. Please look out for a flyer in our 
Gift Day letter, which will be delivered in April; 
we will also be putting flyers in each of the 
churches and in the Resource Centre – along 
with collection boxes for the responses. 

At the meeting we also tried to develop a 
timeline and some goals by which we hope 
to be at certain stages, and the next step will 
be to draft a proposal for the PCC, and work 
towards submitting an initial enquiry to the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund to see whether 

Editorial
I’m quite breathless reading the amount that 

has been achieved under the ‘Welcome Back 
to the Highstreets’ fund! The work undertaken 
and resulting improvements really is uplifting 
and it’s so good to see some colour around 
our precinct area. Coupled with the updated 
planters, extensive tree planting, the new 
parish map and the resources now available 
to support local events, this is just the fillip the 
village needs as we head into spring!

With strict deadlines for the use of the money, 
I know it was no mean feat, so a huge WELL 
DONE and THANK YOU to all those who have 
come forward and worked together to make 
this happen. 

Whilst I’m hoping those of you who prefer the 
printed word will have managed to get hold 
of a copy of this paper via our local outlets, 
some of you will be reading this online, via our 
new Village Voice mailing list distribution. If you 
have suggestions for either additional outlets 
to make collection easier, or would like to be 
added to our mailing list, please get in touch 
via villagevoicepill@gmail.com

With such dire news around us every day, 
I hope to hear of events to celebrate Her 
Majesty the Queen’s Jubilee over the long 
Bank Holiday. Please do get in touch by the 
deadline for June’s paper, which is Friday, 12 
May. (For advertising, it’s Wednesday 10 May.) I 
look forward to hearing from you. 

Jo Smith, Editor

Gordano Community Cars
Gordano Community Cars has restarted its 

hospital transport service and can be booked 
for any hospital/surgery  appointment through 
the surgery.

Though the demand for the service is low 
at the  moment, relative to pre-Covid levels, 
we are expecting the demand to rise as 
the hospitals and surgery  address  the huge 
backlog of appointments which accrued 
during the Covid lockdown period.

Our team of  drivers and coordinators are 
pivotal to the success of our service but there 
are a number of drivers coming up to the cut-
off age when we reluctantly ask them to step 
down from their driving duties. Consequently, 

mailto:villagevoicepill@gmail.com
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we are likely to be considered for funding 
or not! Please remember the project in your 
prayers.

St George’s Gift Day and 150th Anniversary of 
the current building.

This year our Gift Day will take place on 
Sunday 1 May and Gift Aid envelopes will be 
delivered to houses in Easton in Gordano 
during April. We are combining our Gift Day 
with a celebration of the 150th Anniversary of 
our current church building. Although there 

has been a church on the site of St George’s 
since the Middle Ages, the church has been 
rebuilt on several occasions and the building 
we see today was built and dedicated in 
1872, meaning that it is 150 years old! We are 
planning a joyful celebration of this anniversary 
with a special service and events to interest 
everyone.

On Sunday 1 May we will start with a Service 
of Celebration and Thanksgiving at 10.30am. It 
will be a benefice service and we are looking 
forward to welcoming Archdeacon Adrian 
Youngs who has kindly agreed to preach. 
Following the service coffee and cake will be 
served before we move over to the Court Hay 
Field for a Family Picnic and Fun Day. We are 
praying for fine weather and are planning a 
programme of games and activities, a bouncy 
castle, refreshments and much more. Look 
out for posters and flyers nearer the time but 
please remember the date! 

As part of the celebration there will also be 
an exhibition of creative work inspired by the 
churchyard. This will take place in church and 
will be open from 10am–4pm on Friday and 
Saturday 29/30 April, and from 12.30pm-4pm 
on the Sunday. This will showcase work done by 
local artists and will be well worth a visit.

Plans are not completely finalised for all the 
activities yet, but we are very excited and are 
hoping that it will be an event for the whole 
community. 

Can you help? 

As part of the 150th Anniversary Celebrations 
we are hoping to include a display which 
reflects the life of the church – past and 
present. If you have any snippets of information, 
anecdotes, stories or photos of the church or 

Pill Hardware & DIY

Electrical & Plumbing, Ironmongery, 
Timber, Tools, Painting & Decorating 

Equipment, Car Accessories, 
Gardening Supplies & Tools, 

Household Supplies and more...
Home delivery available for heavy items 

- please ask.
Open 10am - 3pm 

on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday & Friday.

10am - 1pm on  Saturday. Closed Sunday.
Operating from the car park.

13 Lodway, Pill, Bristol, BS20 0DH
Tel: 01275 372315
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events which have taken place in the church 
- weddings and christenings, old family photos 
– whatever it is – we would love to hear them or 
borrow the pictures. We can arrange to scan or 
copy them for display and return the originals 
to you or if you prefer to scan them yourself 
you could email them to rachel.manning.21@
outlook.com. 

St Katherine’s Achieves ‘Good’ 
OFSTED Rating!

We are delighted to share the news that St 
Katherine’s School has been judged “Good” 
in all areas by Ofsted following their visit in 
December. The Ofsted report highlights many 
areas of strength at St Katherine’s as a result of 
the tremendous hard work all our staff, students 
and governors have put in over recent years. 

The inspection team praised the 
engagement of students in lessons and around 
the school, commenting on how well students 
respond to the high expectations of staff. 
Inspectors highlighted our ambitious curriculum 
for all students, how students with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities are well 
supported and how the curriculum is delivered 
within a calm and purposeful environment. Mr 
Justin Humphreys, St Katherine’s Headteacher, 
commented: ‘I am thrilled for our whole 
community, who remain deeply proud of 
all our achievements at St Katherine’s - this 
recognition is well-deserved and owned by our 
staff, students and governors. Our ambitious 
and inclusive curriculum continues to deliver for 
our students and their families.” Mr Humphreys 
continued: “The inspection came at the end 
of an exciting year for the school - 2021 saw 

the launch of our Trailblazers music scheme, 
an enhanced enrichment programme for 
all students, two students securing Oxbridge 
places and one student winning an Olympic 
medal! 

We remain deeply committed to improving 
St Katherine’s and will continue to serve our 
community with confidence and pride - we are 
really looking forward to delivering the ambition 
detailed within our School Development Plan.”

 “It’s like the proverbial buses – you wait for 
ages then two arrive together!” enthuses Bob 
Buck “You may imagine my reaction - about 
the same time that John Maycock was making 
a very generous offer of a replacement mower 
I had another call which resulted in our being 
gifted a mechanical hay-rake as well.” 

When Bob started clearing brambles from a 
patch of Primroses on the A369 verge near the 
M5 Gordano roundabout it wasn’t obvious that 
this would become an important wildflower 
site. Very soon it became apparent that a wide 
range of other plants was benefitting from the 
work. 

That management, begun 30 years ago, 
soon attracted appreciative attention.   One 
of the first to show this was John Maycock of 
Brackenwood Plant Centre in Abbots Leigh. 
Recognising Bob’s efforts, he made a donation 
towards running costs. 

Since then the site has become known as 
St George’s Flower Bank, an award-winning 

Pill Property Solutions
FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS  

AND PROPERTY REPAIRS
 Carpentry  Painting & Decorating 

 Kitchens  Bathrooms 
 Tiling  Fencing  Extensions

All our tradesmen are fully qualified 
and all work is guaranteed

35 years experience in the carpentry 
and building industry

Telephone Rob 07864 384454

Professional Tree Surgery & Arboricultural Practices
for Domestic & Commercial Properties

 Pruning - Felling - Hedge Trimming - Stump Grinding - Firewood/Log Sales

Fully Insured
Free Quotations

Contact Josh King:
01275 375180 
contact@kingtreebristol.com
www.kingtreebristol.com

mailto:rachel.manning.21@outlook.com
mailto:rachel.manning.21@outlook.com
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Local Nature Reserve, much admired by locals, 
passers-by and environmentalists.

Being alongside a busy ‘A’ road means 
working closely with North Somerset Council, 
who are supportive and helpful, as is Pill 
and Easton-in-Gordano Parish. Apart from 
expanding on the roadside the volunteer team 
advises and helps on several other similar sites 
being created locally.

Brackenwood have remained supportive 
for the whole 30 years; “When I had another 
phone call from John” says Bob “He was 
offering us a new machine. I was rather taken 
aback – he’s always helped us, but this is 
extraordinarily generous!” John’s view is “I’ve 
always admired the fantastic work Bob’s 
team do. This is showing our thanks on behalf 
of everyone who has enjoyed the wildflower 
spectacle. We are glad to help.”

As John was not available, the presentation 
was made by his daughter Clare and 
her husband, Chris Baker, who now run 
Brackenwood. 

The machine is a BCS powerscythe which 
will make short work of the annual hay-cut.  

It comes with mechanical hay-rake, which will 
speed up clearing cuttings. The rake has been 
funded by someone who remains anonymous.

FFI Email: stgeorgesflowerbank@gmail.com   
0788 4400221 / 01275 373750 

Website http://flowerbank.org.uk 
Find us on Facebook St. George’s Flower Bank

The Storymongers Present …
… Beowulf, narrated with live music.  Having 

battled with the monstrous creature Grendel 
and his she demon mother, fifty years on, 
Beowulf must summon all his strength and 
power to do battle against a fire breathing 
dragon for the sake of his people.   Abbots 
Leigh Village Hall, Friday 27 May. Admission 
free. Donations gratefully received.   Doors 
open 7.45pm for performance at 8pm.   Eddy 
Martin 07794944572

Churches Together
Churches together includes the Baptist, 

Church of England, Methodist and Salvation 
Army representatives from Pill, Portbury and 
Easton in Gordano, working together to 
develop our Ecumenical ties and demonstrate 
our shared Christian beliefs in action.

There will not be a walk of witness on Good 
Friday this year but a short service in the 
Precinct in Pill at 11.30am followed by hot cross 
buns, tea and coffee and Easter eggs for the 
children. Everyone is welcome. During Holy 
week from Sunday 10 March until Good Friday, 
St George’s Church will be open for individual 
reflection and prayer between 10am and 4pm.

Marion Duck
It is with great sadness that we announce 

the death of our Mum, Marion Duck, who 
died peacefully on 24 February in Southmead 
Hospital after a short illness. 

Marion was born in Stornaway, Isle of Lewis, 
but spent all her married life with Glyn in the 
village. She will be greatly missed by us, her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

A service to celebrate her life will be at Christ 
Church, Pill at 11am on Wednesday 6 April.

Fiona Duck, Lorna Mason & Ian Duck

mailto:stgeorgesflowerbank@gmail.com
http://flowerbank.org.uk
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Methodist Church Celebrates  
50 Years!

On 7/8 May Pill Methodist Church, on Pill 
Green, will be celebrating the 50th Anniversary 
of the opening of their present building. There 
will be an ‘open house’ from 10am until 4pm 
on the Saturday, with displays of photographs 
and memorabilia covering the past 50 years. 
You are invited to come and enjoy a FREE cup 
of coffee/tea and cake with us.

On Sunday 8 May our Anniversary Service will 
be at 10.30am. Come and join with us. All ages 
welcome. We’d love to see you.      “

Richard John Vernon Of Uley, 
Gloucestershire

Richard died on 22 February 2022 at 
Gloucester Royal Hospital, aged 62. He had 
contracted meningitis and died of a heart 
attack.

Although Rich hadn’t lived in Pill for many 
years, he was never far away. His parents, 
Gordon and Joan, still live in the village and 
are well known through their decades of 
involvement in Pill Badminton Club and Pill 
Community Centre.

Richard went to Gordano School 1970-77 
and will be remembered as “Little Mook” by 
all who knew him there. He was nicknamed 
after a character from an Arabian Nights tale 
who could run extremely fast on account of his 
magic slippers. Richard was always a bit of a 
rebel and sometimes became caught up in a 
little mischief, but never in serious trouble. He 
was a very promising badminton player until 
a knee injury forced early retirement aged 17.  
He remained an active walker and cyclist his 
whole life.

Always keen on music, Richard was an adept 
pianist and introduced his three younger 
brothers to a wide range of music during their 
childhood. His musical interests passed to his 
two sons, who were choristers at Gloucester 
Cathedral School. Rich was a keen singer with 
the Fantasy Orchestra, a community project 
run by his youngest brother David (aka “Jesse”). 
He was also a keen craftsman, who especially 
loved working with wood. He made all sorts 
of furniture - artistic and functional - and was 
commissioned locally for special projects.

Richard’s joy of life reached far and wide. 
He was well-loved by a wide and diverse 
community of friends, always had a ready 
smile, if not a cheeky grin, and would never 
hesitate to lend a hand. He will be sadly missed 
by all, but especially his two adult sons, and Liz, 
his loving partner for over 30 years. Richard’s 
light shone brightly, and we continue to bask in 
the warm afterglow of his cheerful and loving 
personality.

The Not-So-Secret Garden
I’m Sam, and I’m back, bringing you updates 

on everything garden! What to plant each 
month, wildlife you may see, things you can 
create, and recipes to suit the things that will 
be ready to harvest from your garden.

What to Sow and Grow in April

Planting Outdoors: After this year’s very 
mild winter I would strongly suggest using your 
best judgement in regard to when is best 
to start planting. Usually, April is the perfect 
time for outdoor sowing many home grown 
vegetables, however, many seeds won’t 
germinate in soil temperatures below 7 Celsius. 
So, resist for as long as you can, ensuring 
that soil temperatures are consistently over 7 
degrees.

Planting Indoors: On the plus side, now 
is the perfect time to start your floral seeds 
in a greenhouse, or indoors. For fragrant 
border bedding plants, give Dianthus or 
Osteospermum a try. These low growing 
scented bedding plants are perfect alongside 
taller growing scented flowers such as Sweet 
Peas, and will brighten the areas around the 
bases of climbing plants.

Companion Planting – beautiful, natural 
pest deterrent: You may or may not have 
heard of companion planting before. It is a 
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natural way to deter insects and pests from 
your vegetables and flowers, and supposedly 
can also help your plants produce a higher 
yield!

Marigolds are a great flower to plant amongst 
a veggie plot to deter snails and slugs, but 
other flowers such as Borage, Nasturtium, 
and Pelargonium, are also highly beneficial 
companion plants for vegetables. 

Herbs are also brilliant for companion 
planting, many of which can actually even 
deter Cabbage White Butterflies! Try Mint, 
Lemon Balm, Sage or Thyme amongst your 
brassica, to keep those pesky cabbage whites 
and their caterpillars at bay!

It’s not just vegetables that benefit from 

companion planting. Sweet Peas benefit from 
being planted between Lobelia, Alyssum, and 
Lavender, among other floral plants.

The advice and guidance behind companion 
planting is never ending. There are so many 
beneficial and beautiful combinations. Take 
a look at https://www.firsttunnels.co.uk/
page/Companion-Planting-Guide. or I 
would recommend taking a look at author 
Louise Riotte’s books on floral and vegetable 
companion planting, ‘Carrots love Tomatoes’ 
and ‘Roses love Garlic’.

What to Harvest and How to Cook it: April 
is more of a planting month than a harvesting 
month. However, if you’re growing forced 
rhubarb, then your luck may just be in. Forcing 
rhubarb involves preventing all light from new 
buds during the winter dormant period. This 
encourages an earlier crop. (Please remember, 
rhubarb leaves are poisonous, remove before 
eating.)

Summer Rhubarb Gin
Sorry kids, this one is for the over 18s only, and 

is a personal favourite of mine. The benefit of 
starting your rhubarb gin now is that it will be 
ready for sunny summer barbecues, when you 
really fancy a refreshing cocktail. Save it for 
yourself or share your delicious home-made gin 
with party guests.

Ingredients:

• 1kg rhubarb stalks

• 400g caster sugar

• 800ml gin of choice

Method:
Wash the rhubarb. Trim the base and leaves 

and cut the stalks into roughly 3cm chunks.
Put into a large, lidded jar, add the sugar, and 

shake well. Leave this overnight, it will draw out 
the juices from the rhubarb.

After 24 hours, add the gin and seal tightly. 
Give a good shake.

Leave this for four weeks. Voila! It is that easy!
Once your four weeks is up, sneak a taste. Bit 

too tart for you? No problem, add some more 
sugar, and leave for another week.

Once your gin is ready, you can either pour 
it through a muslin lined sieve to remove the 

Support your child’s learning from Year 7 to 13 with

Doddle academy offers a bank 
of interactive, online learning 
resources that are designed to:

See sample resources and subscribe 
at www.doddleacademy.co.uk. 

Use code SUCCESS1 at the checkout to 
receive a 10% discount on your subscription.

facebook.com/DoddleAcademyUK @doddleacademy

reinforce in-school learning, 
helping to embed tricky concepts

boost confidence in students of all 
abilities as learning is all self-paced

develop key independent learning & 
exam revision skills for improved 
results

The all-in-one 
online resource 

for home 
learning

https://www.firsttunnels.co.uk/page/Companion-Planting-Guide
https://www.firsttunnels.co.uk/page/Companion-Planting-Guide
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rhubarb, and bottle it up, or simply ladle it 
straight from your jar, rhubarb and all.

The best thing about this recipe is that it 
is totally adaptable to your own tastes. I 
personally have used a ginger spiced gin in 
the past, and I found it worked perfectly with 
the rhubarb, but it is entirely down to your own 
preference. You can garnish this delicious drink 
with whatever takes your fancy. Berries, mint 
leaves, rosemary, citrus peel … the possibilities 
for this showstopper are endless. 

Enjoy!

If you have any comments, suggestions, or 
would like to contact me for any reason, you 
can find me at sam.grows@mail.com.

Are you interested in the stock market?
Would you like to meet other investors

either online or in person for structured meetings?
If so, then please join our investor network.

We have groups to suit beginner to advanced.

www.signet.org.uk          info@sharesoc.org

S.B. LANDSCAPES
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Simon
Tel: 01275 373518 Mob: 07728 588017

• Fencing
• Patios
• Decking

• Turfing
• Grass Cutting
• Hedge Trimming

For details of other news and  
eventsaround the parish, visit
pillandeastoningordano.org

mailto:sam.grows@mail.com
https://pillandeastoningordano.org/
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Nature Corner – Activities For 
The Family

(Hoping to return with this popular feature in 
the next issue!)

Abbots Leigh WI And Jumble Sale
We meet on the second Tuesday of the 

month in the Village Hall, Church Road. Our 
next meeting is on 12 April when we will be 
entertained by Emma Britton, who used to be a 
presenter on Radio Bristol. She is going to tell us 
about her new role with funerals and weddings. 
Visitors are always welcome. FFI Donna Butcher 
01275 375378.

We will be holding a Jumble Sale on Saturday 
7 May, 1-3pm at Abbots Leigh Village Hall.

Parish Council
The Parish Council has been working on the 

budget for 2022/23 and by the time you read 
this it will have been approved. The budget 
includes an increase in the precept of 2.9% 
and allocates funding to some of the important 
development items for the coming year such 
as work on the 20mph speed restrictions, 
developments for young people and a 
community fund to provide opportunities as we 
emerge from COVID restrictions.

It has been heart-warming to see how 
positively the Pill Precinct Beautification Project 
has been received by villagers and it has 
certainly put a smile on the faces of many of 
us. Lucy Byrne’s report in this edition gives full 
details of what has been done in a very short 
period of time. The Parish Council has been 
very supportive of this Welcome Back Fund 
from the European Union and has also enjoyed 
working with Alliance Homes, Crockerne 
Primary School, St Katherine’s School and many 
local groups and volunteers. Our special thanks 
go to Lucy Byrne, the Project Co-ordinator, who 
has worked with great enthusiasm to make 
all this happen, to Josyanne Clark of North 
Somerset Council for finding a way through 
the funding maze and to Julie Smart, our Parish 
Clerk for keeping track of everything. Work on 
the project will continue until April by which 
time you will see further improvements.

We are waiting for the 20mph restrictions to 
start in the new financial year and will be able 
to keep you informed on the Parish Council 
website. You will also have noticed that there 
has been extensive tree planting happening 
throughout the parish, again reported in full in 
this paper, indicating that people in the village 
are prepared not just to lament the state of the 
world but to take positive action to protect the 
environment for future generations.

The other major headline relates to the 
recently published North Somerset Local Plan 
2038 which is out for consultation until 29 April. 
This plan builds on the recently accepted 
Neighbourhood Plan which covers actions until 
2026. It is the next stage of ensuring that we 
have our say about what happens to the area 
in which we live and what the prospects are for 
future generations. It is absolutely vital work and 
many people in the village and Abbots Leigh 
have contributed to its publication. Please 
take some time to acquaint yourselves with the 
issues it raises and start by reading the helpful 
summary of the situation in this edition. Please 
also make a note of Tuesday 5 April, 6.30pm, 
when there will be an open discussion of the 
Draft Local Plan 2038 after the Annual Parish 
Meeting in The Community Centre. The more 
people who come, the more understanding 
there will be about the future of our village.

In the meantime, on behalf of The Parish 
Council, I hope you all will be starting to enjoy 
a less restricted life as the signs of spring are 
with us.

Paul Kent

Donald Davies, Pill Ward 
Councillor, N Somerset Council

Let’s hope the arrival of spring will bring some 
joy into what has, so far, been a very difficult 
year, locally, nationally and internationally; 
all the more reason to ensure that the Jubilee 
Weekend, timed to coincide with our own Pill 
Rag, gives us a focal point to look forward to 
and enjoy as a community. 

As ever, please feel free to contact me with 
any concerns you have. My phone number is 
07900 097671 and my e-mail donald.davies@n-
somerset.gov.uk. 

mailto:donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk
mailto:donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk
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New Local Plan Consultation
Housing Developments And The Green Belt

A new ‘Supported Policies’ document 
setting out the latest thinking on the new 
North Somerset Local Plan 2038 (LP 38) is out 
for consultation until 29 April. The Government 
has set a target of 20,000 housing units across 
North Somerset and the draft Local Plan 2038 
identifies the opportunities for 18,000 such 
units – producing a shortfall of 2,000 so far. LP 
38 proposes specific locations for housing and 
employment: most would be outside the Green 
Belt but some encroachment into the Green is 
proposed. It involves 3,300 houses with 2,500 
on the current Woodspring Golf Club land, 572 
within Portishead and 60 in the Green Belt on 
the Clevedon Road.

The Plan presents 12 Strategic, 17 Locational 
and 64 Development Management Policies, 
all combining to form a framework for change 
over the next sixteen years.  Issues covered 
include Transport, Environment, Villages and 
Rural Areas, Green Belt, Housing, Employment, 
and the Historic Environment. The Plan, if 

approved in 2023, will provide the framework 
within which our 2026 Neighbourhood Plan 
can be updated. For many people, housing 
issues will be the key element of the plan, but 
its proposed policies on the environment and 
climate change are also hugely important

How does this affect Pill, Easton and Ham Green? 

A revised Pill Settlement Boundary is to be 
established to include St Katherine’s Park. Inside 
the new Settlement 45 new dwellings have 
already been approved in the Neighbourhood 
Plan through the Orchard View development 
and other housing infill. 

The recently approved Neighbourhood Plan 
covered only the years to 2026 and suggested 
that about 150-200 new dwellings would 
be acceptable if located in small clusters 
adjacent to existing development.  LP 38 does 
not suggest any development outside the Pill 
Settlement: might additional growth come with 
a further extension of the Settlement boundary 
or by exceptional affordable housing in the 
Green Belt?

27, High Street, Portishead, Bristol. BS20 6AB.

Email: portisheadfunerals@outlook.com

www.portisheadfuneralservices.co.uk

CCoovveerriinngg  PPoorrttiisshheeaadd,,  PPiillll,,  PPoorrttbbuurryy  aanndd  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  aarreeaass..

TTeell::  0011227755  881144440000

Family-Owned independent Funeral Directors here to 
support you every step of the way, providing dignity and 

respect to you and your loved ones. 

Arrangements can be made within our office, or within 
the comfort of your own home. To discuss funeral 
arrangements that reflect your personal wishes or to 

discuss pre-paid funeral plans please contact us.

DDiirreeccttoorr:: Ian Taylor-Rowlands Dip.F.D. LMBIFD

DDiirreecctt  SSeerrvviiccee
£11449999..0000

(No Attendance)

SSiimmppllee  SSeerrvviiccee
£22666622..0000

(Service before 10am)

TTrraaddiittiioonnaall  SSeerrvviiccee
£22889922..0000

(No Limousine)

TTrraaddiittiioonnaall  SSeerrvviiccee
£22999922..0000

(1x Limousine)

The below costs include the necessary disbursements 
for a cremation at a local crematorium, additional 

services may affect the final price.
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The Parish Council has agreed to work 
with Abbots Leigh Parish Council to prepare 
a joint response to LP 38. This response will 
draw on new work on the implementation 
of the Neighbourhood Plan as well as on the 
propositions within LP 38. There will be more 
information after the Parish Council Meeting 
on 28 March, and interested people are 
encouraged to come to the Annual Parish 
Meeting at 6.30pm on Tuesday 5 April in the 
Community Centre. The formal business will be 
followed by open discussion of the Local Plan 
proposals. For more on the Plan search ‘North 
Somerset Local Plan’

Trevor Wraith,  
Chair of Parish Council Planning Committee

Village Tree Planting
Volunteers from the Parish council’s Carbon 

Capture and Biodiversity group and students 
from St Katherine’s school have been very busy 
over the last couple of months planting trees 
and hedges.

On Watch House Hill two large specimen 
Rowan have been planted to fill gaps in the 
avenue of trees leading down from the Tump. 
Space was also found for a large specimen 
Field Maple, with its fiery autumn colour, further 
down the hill. Both species of tree will look great 
in the autumn. The Rowan, with their clusters 
of red berries are also great for the birds. We 
were very 
glad to have 
help from Lee 
Brankin the 
Manager at 
the Southern 
Co-op joining 
our regular 
v o l u n t e e r s 

and we were grateful for the biscuits he 
brought!

Along the avenue of large trees leading from 
Watch House Hill to Eden Business Park five 
large specimen trees were planted to fill gaps 
where young sickly horse chestnuts are dying. 
There’s a Wild Cherry which will have beautiful 
spring blossom, a Hornbeam, two small leaved 
Limes and a Beech tree. In the afternoon, 
families joined us to help finish the planting and 
to water them in. It’s nice to think that some of 
the children will get to see these trees in 60 or 
70 years’ time as mature trees, knowing that 
they helped to plant them.

The large specimen trees and 200 plus 
whips were all donated to our Parish by North 
Somerset Council’s Principal tree officer Cathy 
Lynch who won a grant from ‘treescapes’.

Over the coming months the larger trees in 
particular will need plenty of water - at least 
a couple of times a month on top of regular 
rain fall. If you live locally and have a watering 
can or bucket and you’d like to help, please 
do give any of the new trees a good soaking 
whenever it’s been dry.

At St George’s Church volunteers have 
planted over 100 trees and a stand of five Silver 
Birch.

At Brookside over 70 Alder trees were planted 
in the damp ground beside the stream, plus 
ten Oak saplings beside the far hedge. Both 
species of tree are native and are well known 
for supporting 
b iod iver s i t y. 
A single Alder 
tree can 
support 90 
species and 
a mature Oak 
can support 
as many as 
2,300 species! 

A memorial Copper Beech tree has also been 
planted in the centre of Brookside between 
the new meadow and the playing field for 
Vivienne Joyner. Shirley and Peter Bennett 
donated via the Parish council’s ‘sponsor a 
tree’ scheme. Anyone can donate money 
towards Parish council tree planting and 
upkeep either on-line (Search ‘sponsor a tree’ 
on the parish website) or by cash or cheque to 
Pill and Easton in Gordano Parish council at the 
Resource Centre - mark your cheques ‘trees’.
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I am a Personal Trainer 
and Kettlebell Instructor 
who can help you to:
 Improve health and fi tness
 Improve muscle tone and bone density
 Improve mobility and coordination

�      07875 054292  �         t.linda1206@gmail.com  www.shirestrong.co.uk

I am a Strongfi rst Kettlebell Instructor
Specialist wellness and coach of 
premenopausal and beyond females.

Please contact me if you would like 
more information.

CLASSES AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
AT 1PM EVERY WEDNESDAY

“Vivienne and her 
husband Brian Joyner 
were good friends of ours 
since the early 1960’s and 
we were very sad and 
shocked when our dear 
friend Viv passed away. 
We wanted to have a tree 
planted in the planned-for 
Brookside mini forest in her 
memory as they lived in 
Brookside for many years. 
Vivienne would have 
appreciated the donation 
of a tree to give pleasure 
to the local community 
for many years to come. A suitable memorial 
plaque will be erected in due course”.

Shirley and Peter Bennett

At Hardwick Road five Prunus Autumnalis 
were planted alongside the railings between 
the playground and the playing field. They 
flower intermittently from December through till 
April, so should bring some cheer to the winter 
months.

At St Katherine’s School, pupils from every 
tutor group participated in a big tree planting 
event on the school grounds. Silver Birch, 
Rowan and Wild Cherry by their smart new 
picnic benches, Crab Apples and Alders by 
their Nature area, Oaks, Hawthorn, Hornbeam, 
Rowan and Wild Cherry along the footpath by 
the bottom car park. Each tutor group planted 
one tree and the school took a few more trees 
to locate around the perimeter hedgerows. 

By the time this goes to print the large Poplar 
will have been pollarded and a hedge of 
native Privet and Dogwood will have been 
planted beside the railings beside the yard 
at the Fire station. This is an important area to 
be planting as it gives a little extension to the 
nature corridor that follows Markham brook 
into the village and out into the Avon.

On Victoria Park The Owls of Pill have 
planted a beautiful ‘Prunus Pandora’ flowering 
Cherry with a magnificent iron tree guard to 
commemorate and celebrate the life of Pat 
Derrick, opposite the location of his former 
well-loved village shop.

A beautiful purple leaved Prunus Nigra has 
also been purchased by the Parish Council to 



The Village Voice  |  April 2022

14

be planted close to the Hornbeam that sadly 
died and was removed.

The last remaining Treescapes whips will be 
planted in various locations around the Parish 
- (a stand of Silver Birch by the changing rooms 
at the Macrae Road playing fields, an Alder 
and Crab Apple or two at Waterloo Wharf 
and small trees on grass verges as agreed with 
North Somerset Council).

There will also be over 400 hedging whips 
planted by our volunteers to fill the gaps in the 
hedgerow opposite St Katherines at the end of 
March (thanks to a grant from the Woodland 
Trust). 

This has been a mammoth task to organise 
and we are very grateful to all our volunteers, 
without whom none of this would have been 
possible. If you’d like to get involved, perhaps 
to help water and mulch the trees or to look 
after our village meadows email Lucy at 
peigcarboncapture@gmail.com or call me on 
07929 655141

Edward Jacobs Presents “Music 
For The Soul”. A Selection Of 
Spine-Tingling Piano Melodies 
For Everyone!

Sunday 8 May: Penny Brohn Centre, Ham 
Green.

• Performance 1: 3.30pm for 4pm.   
• Performance 2: 7.30pm for 8pm. 
• Tickets: £10 – including jam and cream 

scone and tea/coffee in the afternoon 
or welcome glass of wine in the evening. 
Wine also available to purchase during the 
interval (cash only) 

• Raffle – drawn during evening interval – 
GREAT PRIZES!! 

Available from Pill Post Office or The Resource 
Centre, Pill, or contact: Melanie Stirling on 
372250 /Email: rvelvet52@yahoo.co.uk

You may remember Edward Jacobs. As a 
child and teenager he lived at the Lodge 
House, at the entrance to Ham Green 
Hospital, and attended Pill Infants School, 
Pill Junior School and later, Gordano School 
in Portishead. He was in Mr Short’s school 
choir and played the organ and piano at Pill 
Methodist Church. His father, Rodney Jacobs 
was head of engineering at the hospital. His 
Mum, Eileen, a teacher, attended Pill Methodist 
Church and sometimes taught in the hospital 
classroom which was attached to “A Ward” - 
the children’s ward. 

If you knew Edward when he was at school, 
you will remember that he was very musical 
and played the piano competently from a very 
early age, even playing for school assemblies 
and choir rehearsals. He started piano lessons 
at the age of 4 with Julie Harrell, who lived near 
Abbots Leigh – and stayed with her until he 
was 17. Edward describes Julie as “a wonderful 
teacher and always full of fun” and he hopes 
that some of her family may be able to attend 
this event. 

Edward went on to train as a classical pianist 
with Dennis Page in Hertfordshire and has since 
made a career of teaching, performing and 
directing music. He currently conducts two 
choirs, performs in entertainment venues all 
over the UK and also works with a number of 
bands, professional vocalists, instrumentalists 
and recording studios. His piano playing covers 
many styles, including classical, music from the 

Kelly French Professional

Foot CareFoot Care
Treatment in the  

comfort of  
your own home

For the professional treatment of:
· Corns · Callus
· Fungal and Thickened Nails
· Cracked Heels · Nail Trimming
· Athletes Foot · Ingrowing Toe Nails
· Qualified in Keryflex
A fixable nail restoration with the 
appearance of a natural nail

Contact Kelly on 07896 152413
Email kelly_french_4@hotmail.com
S.A.C. Dip. (Foot Health Practitioner)

You can 
now book 

appointments  

on THURSDAYS at  

The Style Room,  

No 4, Pill 

01275 374215

mailto:peigcarboncapture@gmail.com
mailto:rvelvet52@yahoo.co.uk
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shows, popular and light, ragtime and power 
ballads. 

Edward’s father sadly died of cancer in 
1988, when Edward was 28, and for this 
reason, and his heartfelt connection with Ham 
Green, Edward would like to play for you in 
the beautiful surroundings that is now Penny 
Brohn … literally a few hundred yards from his 
childhood home. 

Edward is so looking forward to playing here, 
and he also hopes there will be time to chat 
and reminisce. He hopes to raise a substantial 
sum of money for such a worthwhile cause. 
Please come along and support Edward 
and the Penny Brohn Centre – you won’t be 
disappointed! 

Neighbourhood Plan 
Implementation Group 

The Neighbourhood Plan Implementation 
Group (NPIG) held its first meeting on 23 
February. Its main purpose is to ensure that, 
as far as possible, the Community Actions in 
the Plan are followed up and lead to things 
happening!

The meeting led to Action Groups being set 
up, specifically to look at the following aspects 
of the plan:

• Climate change: housing energy efficiency 
and local renewable energy schemes

• Transport: the focus will be on active travel 
and travel to school and work. Other travel 
issues in the Plan are thought to be the 
responsibility of the Parish Council

• Economy and Employment: efforts will 
centre on encouraging local employment 
and support for people working from  
home

It was felt that action on environmental 
matters was already being effectively tackled 
by the Parish Council Working Group on the 
Climate and Environment Emergency.

NPIG will meet four times a year, with the 
Action Groups developing plans and actions 
between meetings. If you would like to get 
involved in any aspect of this please contact 
the Parish Clerk (eigparishcouncil@btinternet.
com). 

You can read the Neighbourhood Plan at:
https://pillandeastoningordano.org/pill-plan/

Bob Langton (NPIG Chair)

Village Repair Café
More volunteers needed!

Do you have items which are broken but you 
don’t know how, or have the skills, to repair? 
Perhaps some broken china or jewellery, 
clothes or textiles for sewing repairs, wooden 
items, small electricals (sorry, no microwaves), 
laptops/printers (subject to assessment), bikes, 
garden tools to repair or sharpen ….? As long 
as it’s portable and capable of being repaired 
while you wait, someone may be able to help.

Bring them along to the next Repair Café at 
the Community Centre on Saturdays 9 April 
and 14 May, 10.30am -12.30pm, where you’ll 
have a chance to watch and learn and also 
catch up with friends whilst enjoying a cuppa 
with a bacon/egg roll.

The Sustainable Pill and District table will be 
there to share more top tips on how to reduce 
waste and look after our environment. We have 
Blue Hearts that can be picked up for free to 
put by your wild places for nature, local fabric 

mailto:eigparishcouncil@btinternet.com
mailto:eigparishcouncil@btinternet.com
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shopping bags just 50p, recycling box nets just 
£2 and we still have some pre-cut sections of 
pond liner to make a small pond, with free 
underlay, at bargain prices. Come and find out 
about activities being planned by the wildlife 
group, the friends of Brookside, walking trails 
and the Tree huggers.

The aim of the Repair Café is to encourage 
people to bring their broken items to be 
mended, saving money and cutting down on 
waste. What better way to renew and re-use, 
and avoid excesses going to landfill?

We would particularly welcome more 
volunteers able to help with small electrical 
repairs, and also anyone able to mend 
jewellery (re-stringing beads, for example.) 

If you have skills and would like to volunteer, 
please get in touch with Rachel Harvey at 
sustainablepill@gmail.com

The Christmas Lights Draw
In the Christmas Lights Volunteer Group draw 

for February first prize of £75 was won by Robert 
Williams second, £25, by Yvonne Rees. March’s 
winners were Susan and Donald Western and 
Andrew Mitchell.

If you wish to join the club you can register 
electronically by emailing pillchristmaslights@
gmail.com, and you will be provided with all the 
necessary information to do this. Alternatively, 
please see the poster in the window of the 
Resource Centre, with joining details (cheques 
payable to Pill Christmas Lights). It’s a one-off 
payment of £24 for a calendar year. Your name 
is entered into a monthly draw with the chance 
of winning first prize of £75 or second prize of 
£25. The December draw will be first prize of 
£500 and second prize of £100.

Are you in pain, suffering
from restricted mobility
or lack of movement?

Osteopathy Treatments available

Restore your body to a healthier condition with advice
and treatment from Osteopath Barnes Stringer.

For more information call Barnes on 07584 570348
or see website www.barnestringer.co.uk

Treatments available at

Penny Brohn
Chapel Pill Lane, Ham Green,
Bristol BS20 0HH

Penny Brohn Hub*
49 Queens Road, Clifton,
Bristol BS8 1QQ

*Private entrance at
17 Triangle South, BS81QQ

The Fit Tank Gym
6 Church Road, Abbots Leigh,
Bristol BS8 3QP

info@barnesstringer.co.uk | � barnesstringerosteopath
� barnesstringerosteopath

Sally Notton
PHOTOGRAPHY

Local photographer that specializes in family,
newborn, pet, and business photography at

affordable prices.
For more information find me on;

sallynottonphotography.mypixieset.com
Contact number - 07811654423

 sallynottonphotography@gmail.com
Follow me on;

facebook.com/sallynottonphotography
Instagram @sallynottonphotography

Crockerne drive, Pill, BS20 0LF 

 
 

Portraits Newborn Business
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