
PILL & EASTON-IN-GORDANO PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Monday 22nd November 2021 at 7.30pm at Christ Church, Pill 

Minutes 

 
1. Present 

 
Cllrs Kent, Langton, Adamson, Challis, C Davies, D Davies, Harvey, Ovel, S t a n l e y , Wraith 

 
2.  Apologies 

 
Cllr Hopkins, & J Smart Clerk 
The Chair explained that the Clerk is unwell, and will be taking a significant break from work on health 
grounds.  He invited any members of the Council who are aware of anybody who might have the relevant 
skills to take an acting role as Clerk, to contact him about it.  He asked Cllrs not to contact Julie on any 
matter, but to email the Chair and Vice-chair about matters that need attention.  It was agreed that the 
Chair arrange a bunch of flowers and card to express our best wishes for her speedy recovery. 
 
In the absence of the Clerk, minutes were taken by Cllr Langton. 

3. Public Participation 

Mr Roger Collins, Mr Stuart Tarr, Mrs Mary Stott-Everett, Mr Nigel Martin, Ms Eleanor Blaney & Ms 
Kate Kirkby were present. 
 
Gerry Hunt made a brief statement:  he emphasised the importance of the clerk to the Resource Centre, 
and asked to be included in the Parish Council’s messages of goodwill to Julie. 

4. Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 

Acceptance of the Minutes of 27 September 2021, previously circulated, was proposed by  Cllr Wrait            seconded 
by  Cllr Adamson.  All in favour 

5. Declaration of Interests 

None. 

6.  Elections, Resignations and Co-options 

The Chair reported that Mr Jeffrey Stott-Everett had been elected unopposed to the vacancy in the Pill 
Ward.  Cllr Stott-Everett briefly introduced himself and expressed his wish to contribute to the life of the 
community. 

 
The Chair then introduced Ms Ellie Blaney and Mrs Kate Kirkby who had put themselves forward for co-
option for the vacancies in the Easton-in-Gordano Ward.  Notes about the background of both 
candidates, and their reasons for putting themselves forward, had been circulated earlier.  

Ms Blaney emphasised her wish to liaise with children and young people in the community.  Ms Kirkby 
expressed her pleasure at becoming part of the village community  



Ellie Blaney was proposed for co-option by  Cllr Ovel and seconded by Cllr Stanley, and was elected 
unanimously. 

Kate Kirkby was proposed by Cllr Challis and seconded by Cllr Davies and elected unanimously. 
 
Cllrs Blaney & Kirkby then joined the meeting 

The Chair reported that Ms Nona Dawson has resigned from the Council.  He noted her significant 
service over a number of years, and especially her work chairing the Footpaths Group.  The vacancy in 
the  Pill  Ward created by this resignation has been advertised, with a closing date of December 7.  It was 
agreed that the Chair arrange a bunch of flowers and card to express our thanks for her service to the 
Council 

The Chair asked all Councillors to maintain a strict protocol about the use of social media:  in particular 
that no-one expresses views in a public forum as if it were the view of the Parish Council when that is not 
clearly the case. 

New Councillors will receive a pack of information about their role and responsibilities with a form to 
sign and return. 

7. 20mph Speed Limit Update 

The Chair reported that he and Cllrs Langton & Stanley had had a most useful meeting with Alex 
BRowbotham and Frankie Mann from North Somerset Council to discuss the implementation of the 
proposed 20mph speed limit through the village.  The group had looked specifically at each of the three 
roads leading into the village and discussed the points at which the 20mph limit should start.   Cllr 
Stanley reported that the group was very pleased that the NSC plans as presented at this meeting meet 
all of our aspirations, although there may be a phased approach to the positioning of the start of the 
limit on Pill Street, by St Katherine’s School. 

We await an updated proposal from NSC after the plans were discussed with the engineers. 

It was recognised that considerable thought and care will need to be taken to present the plans to the 
community.  It was noted that the total cost to the PC should be capped at £20 000, with perhaps a 
further £1-2000 contribution to the Traffic Regulation Order. 

8. Neighbourhood Plan Update 

Cllr Langton reported that NSC had formally adopted the Neighbourhood Plan on November 9, 
following the successful referendum:  this means that the Policy Statements within the plan will need to 
be given due weight whenever a planning application within the NP area is considered by NSC, and that 
the two Parish Councils will receive 20% of any CIL money that is relevant to their areas. 
 

The Plan includes a number of Community Actions, and it is therefore proposed that a Neighbourhood 
Plan Implementation Group is created to oversee this process:  members of the original NP Steering 
Group will be invited to join this group and there is an invitation to other interested members of the 
public in the forthcoming Village Voice to put themselves forward for inclusion in the Group, along with 
a similar invitation in the Abbots Leigh Link.  A first meeting is planned for February 2022. 

9. NSC Highways Asset Management Survey 

The Chair raised the matter of the NSC Highways Asset Management Survey which the Clerk had recently 
circulated, and which needs completion by late February  .  He suggested that a small working group might 
be set up to complete the survey and report to the Council..  It reflects NSC’s needs to prioritise possible 
actions after a cut in Government funding.  It was agreed that The Chair would complete the survey. 

 



10. NSC Welcome Back Fund 

A bid to the Welcome Back Fund has led to a grant of £18 000 for improvements in the village, focused 
around the Village Centre.  Lucy Byrne has been appointed as Project Co-ordinator to work until late 
March, and will feed back to the Chair in the immediate future. 

The Chair also welcomed the involvement of Aileen Edwards (CEO of the Second Step, a charity that 
supports adults at risk) in the process of choosing the Co-ordinator. 

11. Metro West Update 

Cllr Ovel, reported that the outcome of examination in public of the development consent order was 
sent to the Secretary of State.  His response is now not due until    early  2022.  This means that any 
construction will not be able will now be able to begin until early 2023.  The immediate hold-up is the 
creation of a carbon budget for the projection. 

Cllr Davies reported that the delay is likely to be greater that because a repeat of the ecological 
surveys to be repeated. 

12. M5 Junction 19 Update 

A document about further work on the junction has been circulated.  Cllr Stott-Everett raised the issue 
of the lane sharing for the Services and the A369 into Bristol and suggested it encourages bad driving.  
Cllr Ovel disagreed and reported that the problem of traffic build-up on the M5 exit has been much 
improved.  Cllr Davies commented that the fundamental problem was the under-capacity of the 
roundabout which could not be easily addressed.  It was recognised that National Highways are still 
working on the problem 

13. Crime & Disorder (All) 

The Chair invited Cllr Challis to report on action to help address violence in the home:  she said that 
information about resources and support to help people having problems in this matter has been 
made available.  Cllr Adamson added that the Resource Centre  offers a vital service for people to 
talk and seek help.  Cllr Davies asked whether training to help people to identify the signs of distress 
is still available.  He added that Lee Kerslake is the new beat officer for the village and he has been 
asked to contact the Parish Council. 
 

Cllr Wraith  reported that one of his neighbours was burgled during the last week:  he added that 
the police response was very good. 

Cllr Blaney asked if it would be worth publishing  a guide to what to do if something suspicious was 
seen. 

Cllr Stanley suggested that we look for patterns in the police data – perhaps the new Beat Officer 
could offer advice about this. 

14. Maintenance & Highways Issues (All) 

Cllr Challis reported that there is confusion at Millers Close about bin collection.  The bin collectors 
are not able to help.  Cllr Davies reported that a solution has been identified but work is needed to 
ensure that residents follow the system.  The Parish Council has no responsibility in this matter. 

15. Action Log & Clerk’s Report 

No report 



16. Working Group Reports/Updates 

The situation with regard to membership of committees and working groups was outlined for new 
Councillors. 

There has not been a meeting of the Ttraffic Working group. 

Minutes of the Environment & Climate Working group had been circulated:  Cllr Adamson outlined the 
Key points.  

The request for funding from the Working group for the winter tree planting plans and battery and 
chargers for the community bat detectors was approved. 

17. Reports of meetings with outside bodies and other organisations  

No reports 

18. Finance Comittee Meeting report  

Cllr Ovel Reported that he had been elected chair of the group and Cllr Wraith elected vice chair. 

The committee had studied  the first draft budgett, and will revisit the subject at its January Meeting 
before recommending a budget and precept request:  in brief the budget at this stage seems sound 
without an increase in the rate of Council Tax request.  Cllr Ovel will circulate the first draft budget.  

19. Accounts for Payment – Authorisation of September Payments  

To be circulated:  the Chair and Vice chair will need to clarify the whole process for making payments etc 
and will inform that council as soon as possible 

20. Ward Councillor Reports 

Cllr Davies reported that: 

a) the impact of Covid continues to be a concern – local rates have been the highest in the country.  Advice 
will be published about safety in the run-up to Christmas 

b) one impact has been on the bus service because of a shortage of drivers.  Cllr Davies has been chasing.  

c) There will need to be further cuts in service because the government grant to NSC has been cut again, 
and there will be an increase in Council Tax probably of 2.99%. 

The Chair closed the meeting at 20.50 with thanks to everyone for their contributions and good humour. 

Planning Committee Meeting  
 

Present:  Cllrs C Davies, D, Davies, Kent Langton & Wraith 
 
Cllr Wraith led the Committee through a number of planning applications 
listed below. 

1.  4 Oak Grove:  request to discharge planning conditions  
All in order – not further action 



2. Rock Cottages : addition of velux windows and a change to the nature of the rear 
windows 

No adverse comment 

3. 16 Stoneyfields:  proposed rear and side extension and garage extension. 

No adverse commented 

4. 12 Monmouth Road:  retrospective permission for solar water heating system on a 
flat roof dormer at the rear. 

Recommend refusal 

5. Etex, discharge of conditions 

No adverse comments 

6. Top View, off Martcombe Road:  proposed erection of detached garage 

Recommend approval that a condition is imposed that it is never used for accommodation but 
only as garage/workshop 

Cllr Wraith undertook to communicate these decisions to North Somerset Council. 

The meeting closed at 21.10 
 

 


