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A Spruce up for the Surgery
On a very hot day in June it must have taken 
some drivers by surprise to see a ‘parliament of 
owls’ wandering along the roads in the middle 
of the day in their full regalia! Such is their com-
mitment that long woollen cloaks and toppers 
didn’t deter almost 20 of them from joining 
together for a presentation to Heywood Sur-
gery, in Dad’s memory.

On behalf of my family, it was a pleasure and 
privilege to present the cheque for £1000 to the 
doctors, nurses and staff. Dad spoke often of 
his appreciation for the exemplary standard of 
care, the kindness and consideration he, and 
our family, have experienced there over many 

years, and we 
know it would 
have given him 
great pleasure 
that they will 
benefit from 
the generosity 
shown by so 
many people 
when he died. 
The money will 

go towards a ‘refresh’ of the surgery’s waiting 
room. 

The funds were raised with the help and 
support of the Owls and, without any doubt, 
the sum was boosted by their involvement at 
Christmas. The remaining money donated in 
Dad’s memory has gone to other well-deserv-
ing causes they support.

Thank you to all the Owls for helping to make 
this possible (and for their mark of respect at 
the presentation), and to everyone who gave 
so generously in memory of the gentleman 
and legend who was Pat Derrick.
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Editorial
What an amazing start the community fridge 
and food table have had! In its first month, 
351kg of good food was saved from going to 
waste and saved people money on their shop-
ping too. I’d call that a result!

I read in this month’s North Somerset Life 
magazine that Watchhouse Hill is the long-
est-standing Green Flag site in North Somerset, 
now entering its 11th judging year. What a bril-
liant job the volunteers who are ‘The Friends of 
Watchhouse Hill’ do to keep this public space 
clear and tidy by chopping brambles, pulling 
weeds, maintaining the orchard and arranging 
community events such as the Wassail. Thank 
you to all of you for managing the site to such 
a high standard, for the benefit of us all to 
enjoy – probably now more than ever before.

Finally, I’d add my congratulations and thanks 
to Bob Langton for his untiring commitment to 
so many local causes and initiatives over 25 
years (and more). Quite some achievement!!

Various news items in here, but sadly very little 
by way of guaranteed events and activities 
to look forward to whilst we remain cautious 
and careful for a while longer. As a result, no 
change yet to our bi-monthly publication, so 
the next paper is October. Deadline for adver-
tising is Wednesday 8 September and for copy, 
Friday 10 September. As always, I look forward 
to hearing from you.

Jo Smith (Editor)
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Neighbourhood Plan
At its June meeting North Somerset Council 
Executive accepted the recommendations 
of the Independent Examiner, received an 
updated Neighbourhood Plan and approved 
the holding of a referendum. This will be held 
on 23 September and will require a majority 
vote in favour of the Plan for it to become a 
statutory instrument in the planning system. 

The referendum question will be decided by 
NSC shortly, and you will be able to vote at a 
local polling station or by postal vote (for which 
you will need to apply, via www.n-somerset.
gov.uk/council-democracy/voting-elections/
voting/how-vote-elections

Details of where to vote and how to register 
for and make a postal vote will be provided to 
all eligible residents in August.

For many parish residents one of the key fea-
tures of the updated Plan relates to proposed 
developments at Orchard View and Chapel 
Pill Lane. The Examiner recognised the need 
for affordable housing and acknowledged the 
difficulties of finding a suitable site within the Pill 
Settlement boundary, but had no view on the 
merits of the Chapel Pill Lane proposal. He con-
sidered, however, that an affordable housing 
development in the Green Belt should not be 
included in the Neighbourhood Plan but should 
be decided through a planning application to 
the local authority. Such an application was 
made in late May and received some 440 
comments from the public, with objections 
outnumbering positive comments by 11:10. In 
relation to the Orchard View brown-field site, 
the proposal for a care home plus up to 30 
dwellings was supported by the examiner sub-
ject to a number of detailed design criteria. 

Other significant policies include the pro-
tection of rights of way and footpaths, the 
avoidance of development at Martcombe, 
support for development which minimises traf-
fic congestion and air pollution, and a range of 
policies which address environmental protec-
tion and biodiversity. 

In the updated Plan there remain 24 Planning 
Policies and 16 Community Actions – relating 
to transport and movement, environment, 
climate change, heritage, economy and com-
munity assets and facilities. A full list of these 
Planning Policies and Community Actions is on 
the parish website.

Letters to the Editor
Hello Jo,

A Parson’s Tale
In March 2001 my wife Joy and I came to 

Easton-in-Gordano to perform Right ho, Wode-
house! and in October 2003 we returned with 
A Parson’s Tale. We stayed with our host Sheila 
Pymont. Joy and I were made so welcome, 
and we have such fond memories of our visits. 

I wonder whether our visits will be remem-
bered now by some in Easton-in-Gordano, and 
whether it’d be nice to mention them in your 
Village Voice magazine, also if you would men-
tion my newly published book.

We took our shows throughout Somerset, 
Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire, Cumbria, North 
Yorkshire, Norfolk, Kent, and thereon to Cyprus 
and the Gulf States. I continued to work as an 
actor (House of Cards, Sharpe’s Honour etc) 
till 2014, then retired and have been quite suc-
cessfully writing.

My book, “America Awaits Us, My Lovely, and 
other stories” is now published by Troubador 
Publishers and is available from bookshops and 
from online retailers.

Stories set in the UK, France and America.

‘Beautifully written and really evocative of 
a particular time and place’ – Emily Trahair, 
Editor, Planet Magazine

Christopher Owen 
www.christopherowen.co.uk

https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/council-democracy/voting-elections/voting/how-vote-elections
https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/council-democracy/voting-elections/voting/how-vote-elections
https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/council-democracy/voting-elections/voting/how-vote-elections
http://www.christopherowen.co.uk
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The referendum will provide a community 
view on whether these policies should be used 
by NSC for deciding on planning applications. 
Whilst formally the Neighbourhood Plan will run 
only to 2026 (or earlier if overtaken by the new 
North Somerset Local Plan 2038) the majority of 
the Policies and Actions will be carried forward 
into thinking about the longer term.

The Christmas Lights Draw
The Christmas Lights Volunteer Group draw for 
June was held on Saturday 5th. Congratula-
tions go to Chris Plater, winning 1st prize of £75 
and to Lynne Byrne, who won 2nd prize of £25. 
The July draw was held on 3rd and congratula-
tions to Heather Farr winning the first prize and 
to Annette Knowles, who won second.

If you wish to join the club you can register 
electronically by emailing pillchristmaslights@
gmail.com, and you will be provided with all 
the necessary information to do this. Alter-
natively, please see the poster in the window 
of the Resource Centre, with joining details 
(cheques payable to Pill Christmas Lights). It’s 

a one-off payment of £24 for a calendar year. 
Your name is entered into a monthly draw with 
the chance of winning first prize of £75 or sec-
ond prize of £25. The December draw will be 
first prize of £500 and second prize of £100.

St George’s Church News
At St George’s Church we recently held our 
annual Gift Day and although the weather was 
not brilliant, we welcomed many visitors – and 
some even ascended the tower! We raised 
£4106.01 and would like to thank everyone 
who contributed. It is very much appreciated.

Looking to the future we are launching a new 
community project, From Keel to Crow’s Nest. 
The aim of the project is to secure the future 
of the church in the community by creating a 
safe and secure hub for a variety of activities, 
enrichment and worship. We are hoping to 
submit a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund and 
so community, heritage and sustainability will 
be at the heart of the project. 

We are holding an initial meeting, for sharing 
of information and ideas, at the Church Hall on 
Thursday 5 August at 7.30pm. If you are interested 
in becoming involved in the project, or simply 
want to find out more, please come along. 
Further information is available from rachel.man-
ning.21@outlook.com and leaflets are available 
in church and from the Resource Centre.

St George’s Church will also be taking part 
in “Our Great Big Green Day” on Saturday 
18 September (see separate article). We will 
be inviting visitors to discover the beauty and 
diversity of our churchyard and working with 
Rainbows, Brownies and Crockerne School to 
provide activities for children. Looking forward 
to seeing you there! 

Rachel Manning (Churchwarden)

Storymongers Forthcoming Show
The StoryMongers present a double bill of 
Gothic tales by Edgar Allen Poe. The Tell-Tale 
Heart and The Raven. Narrated by Eddy Mar-
tin, with atmospheric music by Phil Gibbs.

The Tell-Tale Heart. Trying to convince the 
listeners of his sanity by describing the metic-
ulous and methodical manner in which he 
committed a murder, and concealment of the 
corpse, the narrator simultaneously reinforces 

Pill Hardware & DIY

Electrical & Plumbing, Ironmongery, 
Timber, Tools, Painting & Decorating 

Equipment, Car Accessories, 
Gardening Supplies & Tools, 

Household Supplies and more...
Home delivery available for heavy items 

- please ask.
Open 10am - 3pm 

on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday & Friday.

10am - 1pm on  Saturday. Closed Sunday.
Operating from the car park.

13 Lodway, Pill, Bristol, BS20 0DH
Tel: 01275 372315

mailto:pillchristmaslights@gmail.com
mailto:pillchristmaslights@gmail.com
mailto:rachel.manning.21@outlook.com
mailto:rachel.manning.21@outlook.com
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the notion that he is in fact insane. 
The Raven. The narrator is in despair and 

lamenting the death of his love, Lenore. Trau-
matised by her death, the narrator tries to erase 
the cause of his despair by immersing himself 
with reading. The arrival of a raven symbol-
ises mournful, never ending remembrance of 
Lenore, which induces a tragic consequence.

Friday 17 September at Abbots Leigh Village 
Hall. Doors open 7.45pm for performance at 8pm.

Entrance free. Donations welcomed.
Eddy Martin 07794944572
Government covid safety precautions will be 

adhered to.

Bob Langton Completes 25 Years!
Congratulations to Bob Langton who has 
completed 25 years on The Parish Council! This 
is a major achievement and Bob has been a 
leading figure in many areas of work and help 
during this time. He has rarely missed a meet-
ing and has overseen the budget for many 
years ensuring that we have been able to plan 
ahead for countless projects and give support 
for immediate needs. 

His range of achievements includes a long 
replacement programme of all the street lights 
in the parish to LEDs, thereby reducing the envi-
ronmental impact and saving money for other 
work. He has led and been involved in numer-
ous other environmental initiatives including 
rewilding spaces such as Jenny’s Meadow, 
Brookside and Hardwick Rd and ensuring that 
St George’s Flowerbank has support. He is a 
member of the monthly team of litter pickers 
and has encouraged the village schools to 
think about creative ways of protecting the 
environment for future generations. His pas-
sionate commitment to the planet’s future will 
never wane and we will continue to see him 
walking with his wife, Pom, as they beat the 
bounds of the parish checking that the foot-
paths are open, or relaxing on their allotment.

Bob has supported many community 
initiatives, including the Community Forum, Fair-
Trade, the Community Fridge, the Food Bank, 
the Community Land Trust, the Library and the 
Resource Centre. He was a key contributor 
to the relaunch of The Village Voice and has 
been very active in ensuring that younger peo-
ple are welcome on The Parish Council - and 

we are now feeling the positive impact of their 
contributions and skills.

In addition, Bob has spent countless hours 
chained to his laptop reading and summarising 
documents so that the community is aware 
of future plans, threats and opportunities. In 
particular he has been a key figure in The 
Neighbourhood Plan over the last five years, 
the reshaping of PC policies and structures, 
road traffic improvements, and discussions on 
Metro West and the airport.

This is an exhausting list but Bob’s commit-
ment, drive and hard work has been of benefit 
to all of us. He would be the first to say that he 
is not the only one who works hard but after 
twenty five years on The Parish Council it is our 
turn to say, “Thank you, Bob, and well done!”

Table Tennis Club
Hopefully we will start playing table tennis 
again in September at St George’s Church 
Hall in Easton-in-Gordano. We meet at 7pm on 
Thursday evenings. If you are interested and 
wish to know more, call Mike on 01275 373969.

Are you in pain, suffering
from restricted mobility
or lack of movement?

Osteopathy Treatments available

Restore your body to a healthier condition with advice
and treatment from Osteopath Barnes Stringer.

For more information call Barnes on 07584 570348
or see website www.barnestringer.co.uk

Treatments available at

Penny Brohn
Chapel Pill Lane, Ham Green,
Bristol BS20 0HH

Penny Brohn Hub*
49 Queens Road, Clifton,
Bristol BS8 1QQ

*Private entrance at
17 Triangle South, BS81QQ

The Fit Tank Gym
6 Church Road, Abbots Leigh,
Bristol BS8 3QP

info@barnesstringer.co.uk | � barnesstringerosteopath
� barnesstringerosteopath
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Christian Aid
The team of Christian Aid volunteers would 

like to thank everyone for their support at this 
year’s plant sale. Lots of plants were purchased 
online and at the sale on The Green on 22 May. 
In total we raised £1865. A huge amount in 
these difficult times. Special thanks to the small 
team of growers who made it all possible. We 
hope to be back next year!

Walks of different distances for a range of 
abilities each month. We meet at the public 
car park behind Lidl, Portishead for prompt 
departure usually around 9am depending on 
the walk. 

Further information from: Ian Dono-
van (chairman) 01275 848024 or Christine 

Scruby (Secretary) 01275 817139 or details 
of the walks can be found on our website at 
www.gordano-footpath-group.org.uk

Our Great Big Green Day!
Saturday 18 September

On 18 September we are running a whole day 
of family friendly, fun and interesting activities 
to mark Great Big Green Week and celebrate 
all the things we are trying to do locally to 
tackle climate change and promote sustaina-
bility and biodiversity.

The Great Big Green Week nationally (18 – 26 
September 2021) will be the largest event for 
climate and nature ever seen in the UK. Thou-
sands of communities will celebrate how they 
are taking action to tackle climate change and 
protect green spaces, and encourage others to 

get involved too.
During the day you will 

be able to visit lots of 
different places in the 
village to see what’s 
going on… a morning 
of stalls in the precinct 
with FREE refreshments 
available, and in the 
afternoon a chance 

S.B. LANDSCAPES
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Simon
Tel: 01275 373518 Mob: 07728 588017

• Fencing
• Patios
• Decking

• Turfing
• Grass Cutting
• Hedge Trimming

http://www.gordano-footpath-group.org.uk
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to visit places like the allotments, St Georges 
churchyard, wildlife gardens, see The Style 
Room’s green initiative, make bug houses, 
and so much more. You will be able to hear 
Fairtrade farmers’ stories or learn about Hedge-
hogs at Hardwick! Do our quiz as you go round, 
and you could win a super prize!

We will finish with FREE tea and delicious cakes 
(with thanks to the WI) at the Community Cen-
tre, where there will be more displays and fun 
activities and a chance to get more involved.

Look on social media for more details 
or check out posters that will be up in the 
Resource Centre, Post Office and local shops - 
and please tell all your friends and neighbours 
about the day.

Community Centre Needs Some 
Younger Input!

The Community Centre Management Com-
mittee meets monthly on a Monday. Our 
purpose is to ensure the safe and effective 
running of the centre, maximising opportunities 
to run local events such as exercise and hobby 
groups, parties/weddings/christenings etc, the 
Community Market, ad hoc courses and a wide 
range of other activities, some of which take 
place in the Community Garden at the back.

Despite our fervent denials, the committee 
has come to accept our average age has 
increased and we would really like to encour-
age some new members to bring this down! 
The commitment is not at all onerous, but you 
could bring new ideas and suggestions, and 
would be influential in helping to keep this key 
local resource open and running for future 
generations!

For further information contact 
josmith0704@gmail.com or 07866 047463

Parking at the Community Centre
Now that the situation is easing and some 
group meetings/events are returning to normal, 
the Community Centre Management Commit-
tee would like to politely remind people that 
the car park is private property and is for the 
use of patrons of the Community Centre. We 
have been pleased to be able to be flexible 
around parking whilst so many people have 
been working from home during lockdown but 
would ask you not to park in the Community 
Centre car park going forward between 8am 
and 10pm unless you are there to attend a 
Community Centre activity. Thank you.

August in the WI
Our August meeting will be another social 

evening, with the Committee serving us with a 
cream tea. Hopefully by September we will be 
able to resume normal meetings, with speakers 
etc. New members and friends will be welcome 
to join us at 7.30pm in St George’s Church Hall, 
Easton in Gordano. Craft dates are 10 and 24 
August at 10am.

mailto:josmith0704@gmail.com
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Call for Volunteers: 
Village Repair Café

SPAD (Sustainable Pill and District) are 
planning to set up a Village Repair Café to 
run once a month, where people can bring 
their broken items to be mended (Corona-
virus restrictions permitting). This is to save 
money and cut down on waste. The Repair 
Café movement started in the Netherlands 
in 2009 and there are lots of cafés now in 
the UK including several in Bristol and one in 
Clevedon.

• Do you know how to mend things? 
Maybe you can mend a kettle, a toaster, 
a radio, a wobbly table-leg, glue the 
head back on a toy, mend a puncture 
on a bike or patch up some jeans?

• Can you spare a few hours a month to 
help other villagers by repairing their 
small household objects, in a friendly 
café environment?

We have already received offers of help 
from local people, to whom we say a big 
‘thank you’! We have volunteers willing and 
able to carry out sewing repairs, wood-
working and jewellery repairs and some 
electricals, but the more the merrier! What 
better way to renew and re-use and avoid 
excesses going to landfill?!

Obviously, with things still as uncertain as 
they are it is difficult to make firm commit-
ments, but we would like to hope the Repair 
Café may launch in September, running one 
Saturday each month (tbc) at The Commu-
nity Centre. 

If you have skills to add to the list and 

would be happy to volunteer, please get 
in touch. We would also like to hear from 
anyone who is interested in helping organ-
ise and support the café on the day, where 
we will be selling refreshments. If you are 
interested, please contact Rachel Harvey at 
sustainablepill@gmail.com.

Libraries Are Open for Business!
Our libraries are open to the public, with 

safety measures in place. We are open for 
self-service borrowing, computers and lim-
ited study space, both by appointment. As 
with other public spaces (on going to print) 
we still have to limit numbers in the building 
and work within Public Health rules. For latest 
information, including opening hours, go to 
www.n-somerset.gov.uk/libraries or contact us 
on 01934 426 040 portishead.library@n-somer-
set.gov.uk 01934 426070 pill.library@n-somerset.
gov.uk

Online Library Services

You can use your library card to borrow 
eBooks, eAudiobooks, digital newspapers, 
magazines and comics for free from home. 
You can also access the Ancestry family history 
research website from home while our buildings 
are closed by logging in to the LibrariesWest 
website. To find out more about our services 
from home visit www.librarieswest.org.uk

We have virtual Rhymetime sessions and craft 
ideas for children on our YouTube channel – 
search for ‘North Somerset Libraries’.

Borrow the latest bestselling fiction

If you want to beat the queues for the latest 

Kelly French Professional

Foot CareFoot Care
Treatment in the  

comfort of  
your own home

For the professional treatment of:
· Corns · Callus
· Fungal and Thickened Nails
· Cracked Heels · Nail Trimming
· Athletes Foot · Ingrowing Toe Nails
· Qualified in Keryflex
A fixable nail restoration with the 
appearance of a natural nail

Contact Kelly on 07896 152413
Email kelly_french_4@hotmail.com
S.A.C. Dip. (Foot Health Practitioner)

You can 
now book 

appointments  

on THURSDAYS at  

The Style Room,  

No 4, Pill 

01275 374215

mailto:sustainablepill@gmail.com
http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/libraries
mailto:portishead.library@n-somerset.gov.uk
mailto:portishead.library@n-somerset.gov.uk
mailto:pill.library@n-somerset.gov.uk
mailto:pill.library@n-somerset.gov.uk
http://www.librarieswest.org.uk
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blockbuster fiction titles, North Somerset Librar-
ies’ new Fastback service brings you the latest 
bestsellers without the wait. Fastbacks are extra 
copies of new entries to the hardback best-
seller charts, and include titles from top authors 
like Victoria Hislop, Richard Osman, and James 
Patterson. They have a loan period of one 
week and aren’t used to satisfy reservations so 
remain available to browse. We want as many 
people as possible to enjoy them so they aren’t 
renewable, but you can return them to any 
LibrariesWest library. Fastback titles are availa-
ble at Clevedon, Nailsea, Portishead, Weston, 
and Yatton libraries now and new entries to the 
top ten fiction charts are added each week; 
just look for the round Fastback logo.

Summer Reading Challenge

Could your children be Wild World Heroes?
Children in North Somerset are being invited 

to help save the planet for this year’s Sum-
mer Reading Challenge. The annual Summer 
Reading Challenge is back in North Somerset 
Libraries to encourage 4 to 11-year-olds to 
keep reading books over the summer and help 
them boost their literacy skills.

Pill Property Solutions
FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS  

AND PROPERTY REPAIRS
 Carpentry  Painting & Decorating 

 Kitchens  Bathrooms 
 Tiling  Fencing  Extensions

All our tradesmen are fully qualified 
and all work is guaranteed

35 years experience in the carpentry 
and building industry

Telephone Rob 07864 384454

Professional Tree Surgery & Arboricultural Practices
for Domestic & Commercial Properties

 Pruning - Felling - Hedge Trimming - Stump Grinding - Firewood/Log Sales

Fully Insured
Free Quotations

Contact Josh King:
01275 375180 
contact@kingtreebristol.com
www.kingtreebristol.com

This year’s theme is Wild World Heroes – a 
very special nature-themed Challenge that 
will inspire children to stand up for the planet. 
It’s totally free to take part; children can sign 
up in North Somerset Libraries from Saturday 
10 July. If they read any six library books of 
their choice, they will collect a reward per 
book; if they complete the challenge by 
Saturday 11 September, they will receive 
a certificate and medal, whilst stocks last. 
We’ve been working with local businesses 
and charities to host a special prize draw 
for anyone who completes the challenge. 
In addition, we’ll have FREE virtual author 
events with some big names. Follow us on 
social media to find out more about these. 
Wild World Heroes will feature amazing 
books, awesome rewards, and plenty of 
ideas for taking care of our environment, so 
get ready to join in at North Somerset Librar-
ies this summer; your local library is looking 
forward to welcoming you!

Pill Ward Councillor
Donald Davies, North Somerset Council

As we move out of the Covid restrictions, 
yet with cases still rising, then we do need 
to continue to take care of each other. For 
that reason I shan’t be holding face-to-face 
surgeries, but please feel free to contact 
me with any concerns you have. My phone 
number is 07900 097671 and my e-mail 
donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk. 

Do all enjoy the summer and the lovely 
weather (hopefully!!)

mailto:donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk
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Library Employment 
and Skills Hubs
North Somerset is home to a wide variety of 
services for anyone looking to learn new skills, 
build on existing talents, or receive support with 
employability or training. Residents can access 
impartial advice and guidance about which 
options will best suit their needs to meet their 
personal and professional goals through the 
Opportunity North Somerset Employment and 
Skills Hubs.

The Hubs are based at Weston Central Library, 
For All Healthy Living Centre Library, Portishead 
Library, Pill Library, and Clevedon Library, where 
you can receive help with the following five 
main areas:

• Careers and Job Support

• Youth Wellbeing and Employment Support

• Digital Inclusion Support

• Business Start-up Support

• Wellbeing Support

Each day will focus on a different area 
of support, so please get in touch to find 
out more details about your local Hub. 
To book your appointment and find out 
more contact the team on 07385 402971 or 
SkillsSupport@n-somerset.gov.uk. There’s also 
lots of information at innorthsomerset.co.uk/
ski l ls-support/opportunitynorthsomerset/
libraries/

Limericks In Lockdown
Thanks to all of you who have sent in your limer-
icks. I’ve had a great response but I would still 
like more. I know you are all getting busy now. 
Plans for holidays and returns to work etc, but 
please don’t forget I am still collecting. Put your 
heads together and send me some inspira-
tions. I will continue to collect them throughout 
the summer and put them together in a publi-
cation during the autumn.

A limerick is an amusing rhyme set out in a 
particular format:

The first, second, and fifth lines must have 
seven to ten syllables while rhyming and having 

mailto:SkillsSupport@n-somerset.gov.uk
https://innorthsomerset.co.uk/skills-support/opportunitynorthsomerset/libraries/
https://innorthsomerset.co.uk/skills-support/opportunitynorthsomerset/libraries/
https://innorthsomerset.co.uk/skills-support/opportunitynorthsomerset/libraries/
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the same verbal rhythm. 
The third and fourth lines should only have five 

to seven syllables; they too must rhyme with 
each other and have the same rhythm.

Have fun with your family and friends, throw 
ideas around, choose any subject, think about 
your experiences over the past 18 months and 
how lockdown may have changed your life, or 
your way of looking at things. 

Send your name and age with your 
limericks to:- Pip Gale, 5 Rectory Road, 
Easton-in-Gordano, BS20 0QB. Email. limerick-
sinlockdown@aol.com

Community Fridge Update!
In our first month we received 380kg in food 
donations. Local people took 351kg home to 
use and we managed to compost 15.5kg!

With the fridge off to a great start and prov-
ing popular we’d love to hear what everyone 
thinks about it. So please share your fridge sto-
ries - tell us how the food is being used. Have 
you made some new meals or tried some 
foods for the first time? Has it gone into one of 
your favourite dishes? (We’d love the recipe 
for our display board.) Tell us how you think the 
fridge is good for our community. Please email 
louise_osborne422@yahoo.co.uk so we can 
share your stories with the shops that donate 
to us and the charity which has supported us, 
to show them how well we are doing and how 
important it is that they continue to help us. 

We would also encourage people to post 
on the Daily Pill Facebook page when they 
use the fridge and/or surplus food table to 
tell us what they will do with the food or what 
the fridge means for them, as we are linked to 
some of our donors, so they’ll see it there too.

The Community Fridge is a great way to make 
surplus produce from gardens and allotments 
useful to people. It’s available to anyone and 
everyone simply to avoid food going to waste. 
We even pass on leftover bread or vegetables 
past their best to local chicken owners, so 
nothing is wasted!

If anyone can help with volunteering on 
alternate Monday mornings to collect food 
donation from Pill top Co-op and do fridge 
checks, weighing and stocking, please con-
tact louise_osbourne422@yahoo.co.uk

Surplus Food Table
The surplus food table is set up outside the 
Resource Centre every Saturday. It is for EVERY-
ONE to use, to prevent perfectly good food 
being binned. Our food is donated by the 
Co-op and anyone who has a surplus of food, 
ie excess home-grown fruit and vegetables.

Everything on the table is free; please help 
yourselves and help us prevent the shameful 
waste of food.

Photos of the ‘Surplus Food Table, which 
works alongside the Community Fridge.

mailto:limericksinlockdown@aol.com
mailto:limericksinlockdown@aol.com
mailto:louise_osborne422@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:louise_osbourne422@yahoo.co.uk
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Parish Council
It has been a frustrating time for the Parish 
Council as our attempts to hold our monthly 
meetings in public have been thwarted 
on three occasions. However, after some 
restrictions are lifted on 19 July we hope to 
have resumed our meetings in public on 26 
July, before you read this. Please check for 
latest updates on the PC website or in The 
Resource Centre.

As you will read elsewhere in this edition, 
progress on The Neighbourhood Plan (NHP) 
continues and referendum arrangements 
are under discussion at North Somerset 
Council. There are links to all aspects of 
the NHP on the website. Similarly, there is 
unlikely to be any further news on Metro 
West developments until the end of the 
summer.

The village schools will have closed by the 
time this edition is distributed but it is not 
too late to applaud the efforts of all staff 
in keeping the schools open for as long as 
possible throughout the year. It has been 
an extremely demanding time for every-
one involved and the flexible way in which 
staff, parents, carers, and children have 
responded has been admirable. It remains 
to be seen how the next phase of the 
pandemic unfolds but the Parish Council 
believes that the strong community spirit 
which has seen us through the last twenty 
months will continue to prevail. We wish you 
all a safe and calm summer.

Paul Kent
On behalf of The Parish Council

Lifting of Restrictions
The Parish Council wishes to make their 
position absolutely clear about the lifting 
of restrictions on Monday 19 July. Everyone 
will have heard about the government 
plans and there will be many interpreta-
tions about what is the best, safest, most 
appropriate or least damaging way of pro-
ceeding. We all know what it has been like 
for us, our families, our friends and neigh-
bours over the last twenty months and we 
are yearning to be living as “normally” as 
possible once more.

However, it is clear from all sides that there 
is no certainty about any of the predictions 
and so we must recognise that whilst some 
of us will be keen to resume “normal living”, 
others in our community may still be fearful 
or worried about what the future holds. We 
all know people who have not seen their 
families for over a year; who have struggled 
with the difficulties of home schooling; who 
have worried about the lack of money, work 
and support; and who have felt the strain 
on their mental health. It is of paramount 
importance that we continue to recognise 
our different experiences and continue to 
show respect and understanding to those 
whose views are different from our own. 
We have done this as a community with 
sensitivity and support during the pandemic 
so far and the Parish Council believes we 
should continue in the same way. 

In particular this means we should:

• continue to wear a face mask when we 
go into the surgery and shops on which 
we all depend. 

• remember to carry a mask and use it in 
those narrow outside areas where we 
all have to squeeze past each other.

• respect and follow the rules which our 
schools have introduced for the safety 
of our children.

• check that any vulnerable or isolating 
neighbours are receiving the support 
they need in getting shopping and 
supplies.

• think carefully about our visits, trips, and 
plans so that we do not unintentionally 

For details of other news and events 
around the parish, visit

pillandeastoningordano.org

https://pillandeastoningordano.org/
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cause harm to others. There are still 
clinically vulnerable people in our com-
munity who cannot take the vaccine 
and therefore rely upon us to protect 
them. We should remember that we 
can still pass on the infection even if we 
do not have symptoms. 

• keep a very careful watch for any signs 
of illness in our family groups - and 
especially our children or those who 
have not been vaccinated.

The Parish Council hopes that we will all 
be able to remember these reasonable 
requests so that our community has the best 
chance of coming through this pandemic.

Paul Kent
On behalf of Pill and Easton in Gordano

Pill and District Gardening Club
The Annual Show will be held on Satur-
day, 7 August; doors are open between 
2.30-4.30pm, at St George’s Church Hall. 
Though the show has been scaled down 

this year because of uncertainties due to 
Covid and the decision to eliminate work 
involved in erecting scaffolding, it’s still 
bound to provide a colourful splash to 
brighten the day, with exhibits in a wide 
range of categories. There will be refresh-
ments available and home-made produce 
to buy. Schedules for the Show can be 
downloaded from the Club’s website 
www.pillanddistrictgardeningclub.co.uk. 

Activities continue, albeit in alternative 
forms, for the club, with Mickey Little of Avon 
Bulbs giving a talk on ‘Bulbs and their Selec-
tion’ on Wednesday 15 September. This will 
be either a Zoom talk or a meeting in the 
Hall, depending on the situation at the time.

If you would like to join the club, go 
along to the show and talk to a member 
of the Committee, or contact Mike James 
on 01275 373225 / 07771 887331 or email 
mike.jayms@icloud.com

It’s a friendly, welcoming club with a 
wealth of knowledge and experience which 
members are only too happy to share with 
like-minded enthusiasts!

 

St Katherine’s School

St Katherine’s is a thriving, 
diverse school community 
where students enjoy an 
education that is busy, 
purposeful and ambitious 
but also great fun. 

In a beautiful semi-rural 
location, with excellent public 
transport links, our school 
offers a positive and engaging 
learning environment that 
helps every individual perform 
at their best.

RESERVE YOUR PLACE  stkaths.org.uk/admissions

OPEN EVENING  |  Thursday 23 September

St Katherine’s School, Ham Green, BS20 0HU | 01275 373737 St Katherine’s School @stkathsschoolFind us on

“St Katherine’s brings my passions to life”
(Year 7 pupil)

mailto:mike.jayms@icloud.com


The Village Voice  |  August 2021

14

Top Tip
Draught-Proofing

Improve the draught-proofing in your 
home - save money on your heating bills 

and cut your carbon emissions.

Moments of Clarity – Part Two
• ‘Kill one man and you’re a murderer, kill 

a million and you’re a conqueror.’ – Jean 
Rostand

• ‘Having more money doesn’t make you 
happier. I have 50 million dollars but I was 
just as happy as when I had 48 million.’ – 
Arnold Schwarzenegger

• ‘We are here on earth to do good unto 
others. What the others are here for, I have 
no idea.’ – W H Auden

• ‘If life were fair Elvis would still be alive 
today and all the impersonators would be 
dead.’ – Johnny Carson

• ‘Hollywood must be the only place on 
earth where you can be fired by a man 
wearing a Hawaiian shirt and a baseball 
cap.’ – Steve Martin

• ‘Home cooking. Where many a man thinks 
his wife is.’ – Jimmy Durante

• ‘The first piece of luggage on the carousel 
never belongs to anyone.’ – George 
Roberts

• ‘If God had intended us to fly, he would 
have made it easier to get to the airport.’ – 
Jonathan Winter

• ‘I have kleptomania, but when it gets bad, 
I take something for it.’ – Robert Benchley

• ‘The weather person is the only person I 
know that can be wrong 99.9 % of the time 
and still have a job the next day.’ – Johnny 
Carson

Age UK Somerset Launch their 
“Let’s Move Together and 
Improve Together” Campaign
The last year has been an unusual and difficult 
one for most but for many older people it has 
been particularly hard, impacting both mental 
and physical wellbeing. Throughout the pan-
demic, Age UK Somerset have supported older 
people in the County and the charity’s Ageing 
Well team, who normally run and manage hun-
dreds of community-based exercise classes, has 
held a wide range of online exercise sessions 
since last July. These have encouraged older 
people to maintain their current levels of fitness 
and spend time with familiar, friendly faces. 

With community-based classes resuming, 
the Charity has launched their “Let’s move 
together and improve together” campaign. 
Whilst wanting to encourage older people to 

A lot of homes are quite draughty – reducing 
the draughts is the quickest and cheapest 
thing you can do to save heat, heating bills 
and carbon emissions. 

The Energy Saving Trust energysavingtrust.
org.uk/how-draught-proof-your-chimney/ 
has lots of helpful guidance about saving 
energy in our homes and estimates that 
for an average UK home, draught-proof-
ing around windows and doors could save 
around £25 a year. If you have an open 
chimney, draught-proofing your chimney 
when you’re not using it could save around 
£18 a year.

To help anyone who needs to do this, 
the Parish Council has spoken to Richard 
Reeves at the Pill Hardware and DIY Store 
on Lodway: he has very kindly agreed to 
sell draught-proofing kits for doors which 
normally retail at £6.90 for £4.00. Why not go 
along there and buy some for your home?

https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/how-draught-proof-your-chimney/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/how-draught-proof-your-chimney/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/how-draught-proof-your-chimney/
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return to classes, they are aware that many are 
nervous of doing so. They are putting in strin-
gent measures to provide the greatest level of 
reassurance, and classes will be re-started over 
a number of weeks, so that the re-launch can 
be managed safely and effectively. A variety of 
online sessions will continue to run for those who 
would prefer to stay at home for the time being.

The charity’s “Stay strong, stay steady” 
classes – falls prevention sessions run in con-
junction with Somerset County Council and the 
NHS – will also be resuming and hope to have 
a positive impact on the strength and balance 
of vulnerable adults. 

To find out more about any of their classes, 
please call 01823 345626, email ageingwell@
ageuksomerset.org.uk or visit www.ageuksom-
erset.org.uk

Defibrillators – What you Need to 
Know in an Emergency
Call 999 on all occasions - The operator will 
tell you where the nearest one is. They also 
know which ones are working and not already 
in use by someone else.

For the most accurate information on the 
location of defibrillators, visit www.visitportis-
head.net/defibrillator-map.php. As a quick 
reference, however, local defibrillators can be 
found as follows:

• St George’s Church Hall, Priory Road, 
Easton in Gordano, BS20 0PA, on the right 
of the front wall, facing you as you enter 
the car park.

• Crockerne Primary School, Westward 
Drive, Pill, BS20 0JP, mounted on fence, 

between car park and pedestrian 
entrances.

• Pill Central, 5 Pill Street, Pill, BS20 0EL, 
on the side wall of the office, accessed 
through the wrought iron gate right next 
to it.

• Lodway Cricket Club, 46 Ham Green, Pill, 
BS20 0HB, on the white wall at the bottom 
of the ramp, access through gate on 
Macrae Road.

Advertising in The Village Voice
Did you know the Village Voice is delivered 
door to door to 2500 homes and businesses 
each month in Pill, Ham Green, Easton in 
Gordano and beyond? Copies are also made 
available (many collected by residents of 
Abbots Leigh) in the surgery, Post Office and 
local pubs and takeaway outlets. Prices to 
advertise start from as little as £15 per month, 
so if you want to promote your business, please 
get in touch. Details inside the front cover.

opens its doors!

It’s been a tough year for 
children, but all is not lost. 

Give your children the opportunity to catch up on lost 
learning and get ahead with their studies with low-cost 

online learning resources from Doddle Academy.

Years 7 - 13 can learn and quiz their way to 
success with new interactive lessons in English, 
Maths and Science from less than 10p per day*

*Sign up today at www.doddleacademy.co.uk and use 
discount code SUCCESS1 at the checkout to claim 10% 
discount off an annual subscription of just £40 per year 

(that’s just £3 per month!)

Keen to get started?

facebook.com/DoddleAcademyUK @doddleacademy

Boost confidence, improve results, lift grades

Trusted by hundreds of teachers across the world

Parent access to monitor your child’s progress

mailto:ageingwell@ageuksomerset.org.uk
mailto:ageingwell@ageuksomerset.org.uk
http://www.ageuksomerset.org.uk
http://www.ageuksomerset.org.uk
https://www.visitportishead.net/defibrillator-map.php
https://www.visitportishead.net/defibrillator-map.php
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Joint winners of the photo 
competition this month; 
Ram at sunset from Keith 
Rugman, and Night-time 
strolls from Liz Hare.
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