
 

 

PILL & EASTON-IN-GORDANO PARISH COUNCIL 
VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL & COMMITTEES 

Monday 26th April 2021 at 7.00pm 
               
 

M I N U T E S 
 

Presentation by Matt Wooldridge and Aden Precious from National Grid on 
the Hinkley Point Connection Project. 
 
Q&A Session 
 
Present: Cllrs Kent, Langton, Adamson, Challis, C Davies, D Davies, Harvey, Hopkins, 

Rawlings, Ovel, Stanley, Wraith, Cllr M Stewart (ALPC), and J Smart (Clerk) 
Apologies: Cllrs Dawson, King & O’Reilly 
 
1. Public Participation 
 
 Mr Stuart Tarr was present and asked the following questions:- 
 

When for the public record will the joint submission prepared by Abbots Leigh and Pill & 
Easton-in-Gordano Parish Councils on the Neighbourhood Plan (referenced at Item 4 of 
the 22nd February minutes) be published?  
 
When for the public record will any submission prepared jointly or individually by Abbots 
Leigh and/or Pill & Easton-in-Gordano Parish Councils in response to the Alliance Home’s 
consultation on the proposed Chapel Pill Lane housing development be 
published? (Mr.Tarr could find no reference to it, assuming one had been made.) 

 
2. Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 
 

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 22nd March 2021 (copy previously 
circulated) were signed as a true record.  Acceptance proposed by PS, seconded by BL.  
PK to provide the Clerk with a signed copy when convenient.  Action PK. 

 
3. Declaration of Interests  
 
 None. 
 
4. Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 
 MS had circulated an update and reported on this.  The requested response to the 

External Examiner was for agreement tonight.  The External Examiner had thanked the 
Parish Councils for the plan and thought it was an excellent example of a community 
coming together to form a plan. 

 
 The External Examiner had asked specific questions about some of the policies contained 

in the NHP.  All of this information is available on the NSC website. 
 



 

 

 PK asked for a proposal for acceptance of the PC’s response to the External Examiner.   PS 
proposed, TW seconded.  All agreed.   

 
5.       NSC Local Plan 2038 
 
   A planning application for the Chapel Pill Lane site had been submitted by the CLT, in 

conjunction with Alliance Homes.  MS explained that PEIGPC and Abbots Leigh PC would 
be invited to comment on the application. 

 
 MS also reported that The NSC Local Plan 2038 was moving forward, and a report would 

be going to the Executive shortly.  This would take into account the way in which land 
would be identified for housing without pre-empting any possibilities in the Local Plan. 

 
 PK thanked MS for all the work he had done on these projects. 
 
6.       Metro West Update 
 
 BO reported that the Examiner completed her examination on 19th April, and a report 

would be sent to the Secretary of State by 19th July.  Various questions go backwards and 
forwards, and there was a large amount of documentation. BO reported that the 
Examiner had noted the concern about the haul road alongside the railway line, which 
was fundamental to ensuring that there was excessive traffic during the construction 
phase. BO stressed that the quality of the road should that it can last through the whole 
of the construction stage, to avoid any diversions through the village.  Clarification was 
sought by the Examiner from the MetroWest project that this would be the case.  There 
would be no further news on the project for a few months although MetroWest was 
hoping to let a contract by the end of the year for the construction phase. 

 
 PK thanked BO for this work on this and stated that the PC was most grateful for his work 

on this project.  
 
7. Big Green Week 
 
 BL had circulated a paper regarding this.  The Big Green Week had been organised by a 

group of environmental charities to ‘Celebrate Action on Climate Change’.  It was set for 
18th-26th September 2021, and groups in the village were keen to be involved.  The 
groups were working together to develop a plan for this community to celebrate on 
Saturday 18th September.  The plan would involve creating a trail around some of the 
rewilding sites, with people explaining what was going on at each chosen site; a quiz, 
where each completed quiz would be entered for a raffle prize of contributions from local 
shops; and a celebratory tea in the Community Centre.  BL was looking for approval of 
the plan, and if necessary, a small amount funding to be provided by the PC.  All agreed.     

 
 DD stated this date had historically been the Children’s & Young People’s Partnership Fun 

Day and asked if the relevant groups could involve the children.  BL would raise this at the 
next meeting  and get back to DD.  Action BL. 

 
8. Crime & Disorder 
 
 The Clerk read out the crime figures for February 2021.  PK asked KC if there had been 

any response to her Facebook initiatives.  KC advised that there had not been a lot of 



 

 

development.  Although people were generally behind the idea, many thought that 
taking action was not the right approach.  She had been in discussion with Emma and 
Vicky of The Duke of Cornwall and would act on this when the pub  reopens.  Action KC. 

 
9. Maintenance & Highways Issues 
 

DD reported on the recent resurfacing of Happerton Lane.  The NSC contractors had done 
a good job.   

 
Ham Green Hill – DD had requested following the recent resurfacing, that the zig-zag lines 
could be reinstated.  NSC was unable to do this, but temporary double yellow lines would 
be painted the whole length of the hill on the left coming down.  He had also asked NSC 
to reinstate the double yellow lines near the junction with Macrae Road.  Action DD. 
 
DD reported that Lodway Close was now on the NSC list for resurfacing. 
 
TW reported on problems at the M5 Junction 19 roundabout.  The approach markings 
and the new lane markings on the roundabout itself did not match up.  Various incidents 
had occurred due to this.   
 
Highways England had managed the project and they were totally responsible for the 
scheme.  DD had been in touch with HE who had advised that a safety handover audit 
would be carried out this week.  PK suggested writing to HE (Sean Walsh) to raise these 
concerns.  Action PK. 
 
The Clerk advised that the potholes on St George’s Hill and Lodway had been reported 
again, as they had not been filled during the last batch of patching.  CD stated this was 
very dangerous for cyclists.  Action Clerk. 

  
10. Action Log & Clerk’s Report 
 
 Clerk to forward report when updated. 
 
11. Working Group Reports/Updates 
 

Footpaths  -  CD reported that there had been no further meetings but had noted that a 
gate post which had been knocked down had now been replaced. 

 
Following ploughing of his fields, Mr Amos had not properly reinstated the public 
footpaths and one was not there at all - The Robbins to Happerton Farm - where the two 
paths verge into one.  The Clerk had written to Mr Amos to request proper 
reinstatement.  BL asked CD if she had written to the National Trust about the permissive 
path.  She had but no response had been received. 
 
Highways Group  -  PS reported that the group would meeting in a couple of weeks.  It 
was reviewing all previous work to see what needed to be prioritised.  Safety was the 
main issue. 
 
Cycle path plans were ongoing.  Highways and Transport Groups would overlap on this, to 
ensure there was no duplication.   
 



 

 

RH had circulated a proposal for alterations to improve accessibility to the Watchhouse 
Hill cycle path and at Avon Road, and she talked through the suggestions.  The Clerk 
advised that NSC had a DDA Officer who could help with any suggestions for access 
issues.  DD reminded all that any alterations in the Avon Road area would have to be 
remodelled when MetroWest start work on the bridge. 
 
Climate Change – BL nothing to report. 
 
SA advised that a spin off group on Wildlife had now been formed.  The group was 
concerned about fox trapping in Lodway fields.  It had contacted various organisations, a 
few of which were not interested in this.  Further investigations were taking place. 
 
Playing Fields – CA asked about the ‘Friends of Brookside’ group, now that Hannah Price 
had moved away.  BL reported that Debra Cave was now running this Group, and there 
had been a meeting on 9th May.  The regularly mowed pitch was getting a lot more use.  
BL reported the play equipment at Brookside was a huge issue as items were unable to 
be replaced as it was too costly.  CD advised that the zip wire was of the most concern, as 
it was currently unable to be used and it was the children’s favourite.  BL advised that the 
intention would be that the group would start looking at grant applications.  KC 
suggested that following its upcoming works, National Grid may have something to offer. 
 

12. Reports of meetings with outside bodies and other organisations 
 
 None. 
 
13. Accounts for Payment – Authorisation of April Payments 

 
PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

   
E-on Public Lighting Electricity  DD 01/03/21 - 31/03/21 214.90 

EDF Energy Football Club Changing Rooms Electricity - April DD 1.00 

EDF Energy Spout & Steps Electricity - April Direct Debit 8.00 

Onecom Phone Bill - April Direct Debit 19.78 

Avon Local Councils Assoc. Annual Subscription 806.99 

Brackenwood  Pill in Bloom Account 12.08 

Bowcom Football Clubs Grass Paint 145.20 

Nigel Antolic Village Voice Distribution 35.00 

Quay Digital The Village Voice - April Issue 703.00 

Chew Valley Hire Crockerne Portaloos 26/03 - 23/04 960.00 

Chew Valley Hire Crockerne Portaloos 23/04 - 21/05 960.00 

Konica Minolta Photocopier Rental 16/03 - 15/06 77.54 

GB Sport & Leisure Play Equipment Inspections - April 96.00 

Viking Direct Stationery 92.94 

Debra Cave Brookside Rewilding Expenses 7.15 

Graham Hopkins Facebook Expenses 43.93 

P&D Children & YP P’ship First Half of Annual Grant 9,000.00 

J Smart Salary 1,481.20 

HMRC Tax & NIC Contributions 426.12 

Bath & NE Somerset Council Pension Contributions - March 2021 531.38 
   

TOTAL  £15,622.21 

 
BL proposed acceptance of the accounts for payment for April, seconded by PS.  Agreed. 

 



 

 

14. Ward Councillor Reports 
 
 DD reported that the CLT had now put in the Planning Application to NSC. 
 

The Youth Club had now reopened.   
 
 Bristol Port Company had put in an Environmental Impact Assessment for some drainage 

works. 
 
 Bristol Airport had now been classed as one of the few airports that can accept 

passengers arriving from ‘red zoned’ countries, starting this Saturday. 
 
15. Issues for future meetings 
 
 RH asked about Hinkley C Mud Dredging.  DD reported that NSC was trying to set up a 

Public Inquiry, but so far, the Government did not think it was a good use of taxpayer’s 
money.  He had received a response from Liam Fox, which he would distribute through 
the Clerk.  Action DD. 

 
 RH had contacted UWE and the Wildlife Trust about the mud dredging but it seemed that 

everyone was responding to the issue separately.  
 
 TW asked when the next BPC Liaison meeting was as they should be concerned about 

this. 
 
 PK asked for this issue to be kept on the agenda. 
 
16. Planning Committee Meeting 
 

 See attached. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Signed: …………………………………………….. 
 
 Date: …………………………………………….. 
 


