
PILL & EASTON-IN-GORDANO PARISH COUNCIL 
VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Monday 25th January 2021 at 7.00pm 
                  

 

M I N U T E S 
 

Present: Cllrs Kent, Langton, Adamson, C Davies, D Davies, Harvey, Ovel, Stanley, Wraith, Cllr 
Murray Stewart (ALPC), PCSO C Aitken & J Smart (Clerk) 

Apologies: Cllrs Challis, Hopkins & King 
 
 
1. Public Participation  
 
 Mr Stuart Tarr was present. 
 
2. Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting  
 

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 23rd November 2020 (previously circulated) were 
signed as a true record.  PK to provide the Clerk with a signed copy as soon as convenient. 
DD/TW. 

 
3. Declaration of Interests  
 
 None. 
 
4. Crime & Disorder - PCSO Connor Aitken 
 
 PCSO Connor Aitken was present.  PK asked CA to outline his work linking with the Parish 

Council, and what are the issues the PC should be looking at.  CA explained his role.  Pill has its 
little idiosyncrasies.  Dealing with anti-social behaviour was a common one.  Drugs now and 
again.  PK asked about families that were at risk and also the clear spike in issues that cause 
domestic strife and violent outbreaks.  Also increased activity of people appearing in gardens 
and alley ways.  CA was unable to attend domestic violent influences as a PCSO – he gets sent 
information on everything that is reported, but a lot are not. Victims are asked if they want 
neighbourhood follow up if they do not feel secure.  Home safe van offers crime prevention 
advice, check locks on windows, doors etc, and will fit anything that would benefit, free of 
charge.  There had been an increase in antisocial behaviour, and this seems to be a pattern in 
Pill and surrounding areas.  PK – any suggestions for reporting or encouraging people who feel 
vulnerable to do the same.  CA was keen to look at Neighbourhood Watch in the area.  There 
is often difficulty is proving these matters.  CCTV and camera doorbells help with lines of 
enquiries.  If youngsters are involved, he can visit the school and pay troublemakers a visit. 

 
 RH reported that her son had been stopped and questioned by a ‘vigilante’ group.  This had 

not been reported.  CA advised to take registration numbers and report it. 
 
 PS reported on the recent Hardwick Road , where a youngster was beaten up and his coat was 

stolen.  The victim knew who they were but would not say.  What advice could you give 
people?  CA advised this was a victim led process.  Assaults are more PC based than PCSO 
based.  They were ways that the individual involved could be protected. 

 



 PK asked if he would be happy to introduce himself on website and in Village Voice, saying 
who he is, giving tips etc.  CA happy to do this.  CA to discuss with Parish Clerk.  Action Clerk.  

 
5. Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 
 MS reported on this.  The Village Voice contained a more formal report.  The NSC Executive 

approved the plan to go for further consultation and independent examination.  The Page 22 
statement which logs some of the misleading content from one respondent, was not on the 
PC website, as was requested.  Moving forward, NSC suggested an Independent Examiner, 
which may be June at the earliest.  MS had informed NSC that they had agreed with the 
suggestion of the IE.  The most important issue coming up now was the NSC formal 
consultation.  COVID-19 has prevented any local meetings and people getting together, NSC 
had asked MS to try to put out information – posters, emails to previous respondents.  
Consultation starts next Monday, 1st February until 14th March – 6 weeks.  Important that 
there is a full and properly informed response from residents, and important to encourage 
this.  At the November PC meeting it was agreed in principle to put a submission to the Local 
Plan 2038.  This was submitted in mid-December.  He thanked members of the PC who offered 
comments on the draft, and also the BPC and other organisations.   There was a summary in 
the Village Voice about what the NSC Local Plan 2038 was about.  He would circulate this in 
full to all Councillors. 

 
 Requesting the PCs formal authorisation to publicise the NSC Consultation process, and to 

place the Northern Corridor Paper on the website and have permission to send it to other 
appropriate organisations and individuals who are interested. 

 
 PS proposed, SA seconded.  Agreed. 
 
 PK thanked MS again for all the work he does. 
 
6.        Metro West Update   See paper 
 
 PK acknowledged thanks to BO who had spent two 7 hour days in MetroWest Zoom meetings. 
 
 There would be all kinds of issues arising from this.   
 
 RH asked about the diesel trains and that there had been an objection to them.  She had 

looked at the carbon footprint comparisons.  It would be helpful to know how to compare.  BO 
stated that this point had been raised by a group.  One of the points was that the trains are 
only predicted to be fully occupied for a couple of journeys each way per day, but the trains 
would run every hour throughout the day.  The predicted occupancy of the trains was low 
during off-peak hours.  There was a suggestion that pollution would be worse, not better.  
There was a potential issue with residents not being able to get on the train in rush hour, but 
the pollution would still be coming through Pill.  There would be no investment into new 
rolling stock.  Reduction in the carbon footprint was not high on the list of justifications for 
reopening the line.  The primary one was economic.  BL – the general data for railways is that 
you do not need a huge occupancy to save on car emissions.  There may not be a plan to 
replace trains, but pressure to do this would grow from central government.  Battery 
technology was now moving on a pace, and this was something for the future trains to use.  
DD stated that the train would inevitably take vehicles off the road.  Tunnels are too small for 
overhead electrification.   

 



 SA thanked BO you for attending, as she was unable to.  Lodway Farm compound – when 
would a response be received about the compound information?  BO did not know.  
Construction due to start winter of 22-23.  Answers to the questions raised should be 
forthcoming, perhaps in the summer.  The information was available on the National 
Infrastructure website. 

  
7.       Community Land Trust Consultation  See link 
 
 DD reported on this.  Unanimous support for going out to consultation for the scheme in 

Chapel Pill Lane.  A planning application was yet to follow.  The objective was for local housing 
for local need.  Full details of the scheme were on display at the Resource Centre, and he  
members to have a look.  He had spoken to the owner of the lake who was very supportive of 
the scheme, but unfortunately, he had received verbal abuse, as some people thought he was 
going to be profiting from the scheme, which was not the case.  This was not a Parish Council 
scheme, but a Community Land Trust scheme. 

 
 PK thanked DD and asked if the PC wanted to take a view on the CLT proposal.  Individual 

submissions can be done on the website, but not easily done as an organisation.  DD there is 
the option to make a written comment.  TW suggested that the PC put forward a statement to 
say that it agrees with the scheme.  All in total agreement.  CD – the only concern was to make 
sure that the people of Pill that need the scheme were able to have their say.  As a PC, we 
should encourage these people to make comment.  BL was very happy to be in touch with GH 
about using the website but would need to be careful that the PC was not putting words into 
people’s mouths, just that they can have their say. 

 
 All happy to proceed in this manner.  Agreed.  Action BL/All. 
  
8. Action Log & Clerk’s Report 
 
 The Clerk had received an email from National Grid, to ask if the PC would like a meeting to 

discuss the upcoming plans for the new scheme, which would be starting in May.  All agreed 
the PC should meet.  Action Clerk. 

 
 SA reported that a streetlight in The Breaches was not lit.  Action Clerk. 
 
9. Maintenance & Highways Issues 
 

DD reported on the resurfacing of Heywood Road and Ham Green.  The buses would not be 
able to get through from 9.00am to 5.00pm.  He had urged the NSC engineers to check all the 
drains, especially in Heywood Road as there had been problems with these before.   
 
DD reported that the Happerton Lane road surface was very badly damaged.  Clerk to report 
to NSC.  Action Clerk. 

 
10. Committee and Working Group Reports 
 
 i. Finance & Personnel including Budget for 2021/22.  BL reported on this (minutes 

previously circulated).  There was less carryover than usual.  Concentrate on the 
20mph speed limit as a development item for next year.  Total cost was expected to 
be approx. £20k, and the PC was hoping this could be spread over two years.  If not, 
the funds would be taken from the reserve and put back when available.  The Clerk 



had not taken the NALC pay increase, but this would go back to normal in the 
following year. 

 
  Agreed to propose to keep the council tax level for 2021-22 the same as this year.  

This would result in a very slight decrease in the Precept.   
   
  PK reminded members that the PC had agreed to support Crockerne School with 

providing portaloos.  The school has been incredibly grateful but had heard nothing 
from Kaleidoscope Trust Academy.  He had written to Kaleidoscope stating the PC’s 
intention to close down our support at the end of the financial year and asking them 
to support it from April until July, at a cost of approximately £4k.  Kaleidoscope was 
a tiny organisation and has been unable to get any help with funding.  The CEO had 
said they may be able to contribute £1.5k.   

 
  TW thought a more permanent solution would be better, paying £16k per year for 

temporary toilets seemed a waste of money when something permanent could be 
done.  The CEO advised that any remodelling of toilet blocks would not be until 
2022-23.  Maybe there was another way around it by altering what was already 
there with screens etc.  PS – agreed with TW.  BO – if going to continue to contribute 
large amounts of Council Taxpayers money, the PC should let people know what the 
PC was doing.  BL felt the PC had a duty to continue to support this for the academic 
year, and proposed to carry on.   

 
  DD stated that what the PC had done had helped the school understand the funding 

issues.  Continuing to provide this support was not appropriate – it was an 
emergency solution but should push the school to come up with something else.  
Happy to support to end of summer term, but school needs to look at getting a 
better deal. 

 
  BO agreed with DD.  Needed to link it to the relaxation of social distancing.  Would 

have to consider funding it for another year. 
 
  PS thought it would be better to put some money into the brick part of the 

swimming pool where there are toilets.   
 
  RH stated that it was not supposed to be a permanent solution, so should not need 

to build permanent toilet.  Commit to the end of this financial year but following 
that would need to look at another solution. 

 
  BL advised that the proposal was not to increase the Council Tax for residents, but 

now proposed in the light of this, and to give more funding flexibility, to increase the 
precept by 2%.  This would fund some of additional provision up to the end of the 
summer term but would explore alternatives in the longer term.  DD seconded.  
There will be others that need help over the next several months, and this would 
also need to be covered. 

 
  All agreed.  Action Clerk. 
 
 
 
 



 ii.  Footpaths & Rights of Way 
 

CD had circulated the latest minutes.  Nothing major to report, but things were 
ongoing. 

 
11. Precept Request for 2020-2021 
 

Following discussion, it was agreed to set the Precept for 2020-2021 at £107,202.00.  This 
would mean the cost for a Band D property would be £60.48 per year.  An increase of 2%.  
Action Clerk. 

 
12. Request for Fair on The Green 
 

Following discussion, it was decided that it was not appropriate for the Parish Council to 
support this, as the PC owned land was too small.  A private landowner may be able to help 
him.  All agreed to respond advising that we were looking to set our own celebrations at that 
time, land too small.  Action PK/Clerk. 

 
13. Community Fridge  See paper 
 

BL had circulated a proposal on this from the Food Group.  There were now 19 volunteers 
willing to be involved with this scheme and asked if the PC would be willing to support it.  All 
agreed. 

 
14. Reports of meetings with outside bodies and other organisations 
 

PS had been in contact with Heywood Surgery with an offer of support.  They had responded 
that they were currently fine. 
 
DD, CD, BL & Peter Milner had been in contact with the Bristol Port Company regarding its 
wildlife corridors, and the response had been positive. 

 
15. Accounts for Payment – Authorisation of January Payments 
  

PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

   
E-on Public Lighting Electricity Supply DD 01/12/20 - 31/12/20 214.90 

EDF Energy Football Club Changing Rooms Electricity - January DD 28.00 

EDF Energy Spout & Steps Electricity - January Direct Debit 8.00 

Onecom Phone Bill - January Direct Debit 19.56 

Water2Business FC Changing Rooms Water Bill 30/04/20 - 25/11/20 82.58 

Konica Minolta Photocopier Rental 16/12/20 - 15/03/21 77.54 

Konica Minolta Photocopier Copies 16/09/20 - 15/12/20 58.31 

PKF Littlejohn External Audit Fee 480.00 

K&E Property Maintenance Dog & Litter Bin Emptying - December 550.00 

CommuniCorp Clerks & Councils Direct Annual Subscription 12.00 

Pill Community Foundation Second Half Annual Grant 4,000.00 

J Smart Salary 1,467.69 

HMRC Tax & NIC Contributions 420.43 

Bath & NE Somerset Council Pension Contributions - November 2020 507.90 

      



TOTAL  £7,926.91 

 
  
16. Ward Councillor Reports (including Coronavirus update) 
 

There was now facility at Portishead to book a COVID-19 test.  NSC would also be holding a  
business webinar with support for businesses, there was a link on NSC website.  Members to 
let others know. 
 
He was trying to push through the PSPO for Court Hay football pitch, and this should be 
passed in February.  The footpaths would remain, but this gives no legal right to walk a dog on 
it. 
 

17. Issues for future meetings 
 
 None. 
 
18. Planning Committee Meeting 
 

 See attached. 


