
PILL & EASTON-IN-GORDANO PARISH COUNCIL 
VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL & COMMITTEES 

Monday 23rd November 2020 at 7.00pm 
 

M I N U T E S 

 

Present: Cllrs Kent, Langton, Adamson, Challis, Harvey, Hopkins, C Davies, D Davies, Ovel, 
Wraith, M Stewart (ALPC)  & J Smart (Clerk)  

Apologies: Cllrs Dawson, King & O’Reilly 
 
PK thanked all members for their attendance and especially those who were still working, for their 
patience in attending another Zoom meeting. 
 
1. Public Participation 
 
 Mr Stuart Tarr was present.  The Clerk had circulated some emailed questions regarding the 

Neighbourhood Plan received from Mr Tarr to all members.  Mr Tarr read the email 
(attached).  PK read the email from Celia Dring of NSC confirming receipt of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
2. Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 20th October 2020 (previously circulated) were 
signed as a true record.  DD proposed, seconded by TW.  Agreed.  PK to provide Clerk with the 
signed copy as soon as convenient.  Action PK. 

 
3. Declaration of Interests  
 
 None. 
 
4. Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 
 PK explained the timing of the NP.  BL advised that the minutes of the last Steering Group 

meeting on 6th October, were now available.  Minutes to be put on the website.  Action Clerk. 
 
5. NSC Local Plan 2038 ‘Choices’ Consultation 
 
 All members had received the consultation details.  A few members had met to discuss the 

consultation. 
 
 The consultation response had been linked clearly and directly with the Neighbourhood Plan 

although Councillors could submit their own comments.  If in agreement, the statement could 
be sent off to NSC by 14th December. 

 
 DD thanked all the members who were present.  Those present were very happy with the 

strategic approach.  TW – had joined the Zoom meeting that NSC ran last week.  SA – felt the 
document covered well what was discussed at the meeting.  KC – was struck by the necessity 
for the development of houses as well as the desire to maintain Pill, EIG, Abbots Leigh & 
Portishead as separate places.  BO – had studied the consultation document and suggested 
that the option to build a completely new community separate from all the others, without 
impact on existing communities, was missing.  DD advised that within the Joint Spatial Plan 



which had been rejected, there were options for this around the Churchill area.  There was 
currently nowhere for this development to go but the idea had been put forward.  BO thought 
there was potential for doing this and DD stated it merited consideration even if it would not 
work. 

 
 KC asked if ‘corridor’ was planning speak.  DD stated that it was important to avoid adding 

more houses in along the A369 to make links to other villages. 
 
 BL stated ‘corridor’ implied that there were reasonable transport links, which is not currently 

the case.  There is already concern about the A369 being over capacity.  The corridor 
development should be self-sustaining itself rather than linking to Bristol. 

  
 

RECOMMENDATION (PK) 
 
That the Parish Council welcomes the opportunity to respond to the NSC Choices for the 
Future Consultation which takes forward the conclusions of the Neighbourhood Plan and 
builds on a stronger relationship with Portishead to form a ‘Northern Corridor’ option. 
 

 SA proposed acceptance, TW seconded.  Agreed. 
  
6. Crime & Disorder 
 
 The Clerk read the crime figures for September 2020.  KC had some ideas for raising 

awareness for support network groups available through Facebook and asked how the PC 
could help.  She reported that there is currently regular unkindness happening on The Daily 
Pill Group with anger and frustration brewing as a result of recent thefts and anti-social 
behaviour. 

  
 DD confirmed that he speaks to the Police regularly and crime levels were now as high as they 

were in the first lockdown of the pandemic.  The pressure on Police was substantial.  Extra 
government money covered overtime for officers, who were very stretched.   All crimes 
should be reported to the Police not just on the Daily Pill and Group Facebook page.  GH 
stated he could easily add Police information to the website.  PK asked KC to suggest ideas of 
how the PC could help, using the website.  CD suggested that if something was seen on 
Facebook, a member should ask the person to report it to the Police.  GH would share the link.  
Action GH. 

 
 SA also suggested putting a link to the Police website on PC website.  Action GH. 
 
7. Action Log & Clerk’s Report 
 
 9 – Prior Road – The Clerk had received a complaint from Mr & Mrs Davis of Wyndham 

Crescent who live behind the property concerned.  DD had reported this to NSC Officers but 
nothing more could be done and there had only been one case of a repossession in North 
Somerset in the last 10 years.  The complaints received did not constitute a reason for the 
Council to confiscate someone’s property and there were no quick fixes.  Clerk to respond to 
Mr & Mrs Davis.  Action Clerk. 

  
8. Maintenance & Highways Issues 
 



DD reported that  NSC has put a scheme together to put ‘Road Narrow’ and ‘Single Track 
Road’ signs at either end of Bull Lane.  All agreed this was a good idea. 

 
9. Committee and Working Group Reports 
 
 i. Finance & Personnel  -  The last minutes had been circulated, and BL reported on 

this.  Item 4 – Watchhouse Hill and Victoria Park – suggestion that the PC might 
want to take over the management of these two open spaces.  NSC holds a 
significant amount of money from Section 106 Agreement from Redrow Homes.  
This could last for the next 7 or 8 years.  The PC could maintain this area more 
cheaply than NSC.  DD would investigate the possibility.  There is an ongoing Asset 
Strategy assessment at NSC, and DD would report back on its conclusions. 

 
  The Annual Return of the management of the Accounts had been approved by the 

PKF Littlejohn LLP, External Auditor.   Thanks to the Clerk. 
 
  The last two items on the agenda - the cash book and bank reconciliation- were not 

discussed at the meeting but these were circulated subsequently and approved by 
the members. 

 
  BL had circulated an explanation of how the PC goes about forming a budget.  There 

is a tight financial situation for 2021/22 and the PC does not yet know what the 
Precept figures are.  This should be known prior to the next F&P meeting, although 
there is likely to be an increase in the Precept for 2021/22.  The carry forward would 
also lower in 2021/22.  Money will be needed for the 20mph speed limit reduction 
works and the sum quoted by NSC for the works was far higher than expected.  
Recommendation was to pay this over two years, to which NSC had initially agreed.  
If this turns out not to be the case, funds would be taken from reserves. 

       
 ii. Playing Fields & Open Spaces  -  Nothing to report. 
 
 iii. Climate Change Emergency 
 
  BL reported that the organisation of some sub-groups would be changing as a result 

of Hannah Price leaving.  Brookside – planned tree planting was postponed due to 
lockdown but hoped this would go ahead in December.  Grass cutting would begin 
when appropriate. 

  Hardwick Road – good responses to the rewilding consultation and in a strong 
position to start planting some trees in early 2021, which would involve some PC 
funds.  Path from Hardwick Road to Oak Grove to be cleared. 

 
  Some changes had been made to the WHH Management with new blue hearts 

positioned and a new fig tree had been planted at St George’s Church.   
 
  Ongoing engagement with the bottom Co-op. The PC to write to the Area Manager 

for support. 
 
  Community Foundation Trustees  -  a community fridge was planned for the 

Resource Centre as well as a food sharing table outside.  The Group volunteers will 
manage this.  Setting up costs would be met from elsewhere, but the PC would meet 
additional cost of electricity for the fridge.  The top Co-op would supply its near sell 



by date food to the fridge.  This was quite distinct from the Foodbank and would 
help to reduce food waste.  The fridge would be locked when volunteers were not 
there.  The community fridge would also include food from the Allotment 
Association. 

 
  DD, CD and BL had followed up with Peter Milner about the wildlife corridors in the 

Port area and would be writing a letter to Anna Hayes regarding this.  The draft 
letter to be finalised by the Chair & BL.  Action PK/BL.    

 
 iv. Rewilding 
 
  BL advised KC that both plans for Hardwick Road and Brookside would maintain play 

space and enrich the natural interest of the areas.  KC suggested being more explicit 
in the explanation of how the areas could be used to encourage more people.  KC & 
BL to discuss further.  Action KC/BL. 

 
  RH had received a lot of comments about the rewilding on The Green at Ham Green, 

and complaints that the tree planting was too close together.  BL advised that this 
had been carried out by NSC.  DD advised that NSC was not increasing the number of 
trees which would barely impact on what would be lost through Ash Dieback over 
the next few years.  RH asked if there was a scheme to replace them.  DD advised 
that NSC was currently surveying the impact and that the policy of tree replacement 
was a massive undertaking. 

 
  PK suggested that all rewilding would require the willingness of neighbours to 

support the scheme and help manage it.  BL advised that the PC should be 
emphasising the importance of trees in improving air quality and emanating urban 
temperatures. 

 
  TW – Ash Dieback – as this was a fungal disease, it was not possible to plant a 

sapling in the same place.  Trying to find resistant strains that could survive the 
onslaught of the disease.  KC commended the clear and user-friendly graphics on the 
Hardwick Road plan which were really user friendly.  BL would pass this on to Lucy 
Byrne. 

   
v.  Highways & Transport 
     
   i) Formal response to NSC ref speed restrictions 
 

PK would write to NSC supporting the speed restrictions.  
    
  ii) Harbour to Harbour Cycle Path  PS would arrange a meeting of the Highways 

& Transport Group.  The focus had been on encouraging use of the cycle 
path which would increase the number of cyclists in the area.  The Group 
was looking to provide a map for residents and others.  Barry Winsley had 
done some work on this. Important to have discussion with Portishead Town 
Council and Bristol City Council.  RH – had there been any discussion about 
improvements to the cycle path itself.  PS – no this had not been done.  DD 
reported that Bristol City Council Sustainable Transport was planning some 
work on improving the cycle path between the centre of Bristol and Chapel 
Pill Lane. 



 
 vi. Food Bank / Coronavirus 
 
   See below. 
 
10. Bristol Avon Flood Strategy Consultation Update 
 

PK had circulated a copy of the response letter.  All members could also put in their own 
responses to the consultation.  Action ALL. 

 
11. Crockerne Community Swimming Pool Update 
 

PS had provided a very detailed assessment of the current situation.  PK advised that everyone 
involved was facing a very important decision and the brilliant fund raising work had not been 
matched by the same level of enthusiasm from the Kaleidoscope Trust.  PK suggested the PC 
look again once members have had an opportunity to study the document.  PS suggested that 
it needed fresh momentum, and a new business case to the Academy.  There would be 
opportunity for the PC to look at this in the next few months,  PS confirmed that the 
swimming pool could only go ahead if it was self-funding. 

 
CD stated that no swimming pools make a profit and wondered how it could ever be self-
funding.  PS advised that there had been sufficient demand pre-Covid to generate the 
required amount of money to run it.  KC stated that she had been following the plans for 
years, but the goalposts always seemed to move and there never seemed to be enough 
money for the pool development to go ahead. 

 
PS was looking for the PC to support the swimming pool plan on the understanding that it 
would be self-supporting.  This was required for the business plan.  PK suggested that all 
Councillors should consider the situation and be ready to decide on PS’ proposal at the next 
meeting.  Action Clerk. 

 
12. MetroWest Update 
 

PK reported that the date had now been put back to 2024.  DD reported that there had been 
another milestone tonight and the scheme was trundling slowly but surely on.  BO had been 
looking at the website.  It was difficult to track what was going on with the DCO.  The second 
deadline for submission expires at midnight 23/11/20 (tonight) BO was concerned that we had 
missed the opportunity to respond. BO felt he was out of the loop and was concerned about 
the toad issue, traffic impact, and access etc. BO offered to make a response  and PK said that 
he would also respond on behalf of the PC.  Action BO and PK 
   

13. Website Update 
 

PK reported that TR had been overwhelmed with work and was taking a 6 month sabbatical.  
GH had kindly agreed to take over the refreshing and redesign of the website and he asked for 
everyone’s feedback as to what might work better. He already had some ideas from other PCs. 
and felt that changes could be easily introduced. PK thanked GH for his kind offer. Action All. 
 

14. Portishead Cruising Club (PCC) Update 
 



PK had written to the Commodore suggesting that if PCC was meeting with Portishead Town 
Council to discuss the future of the moorings in the creek, it would be useful to have a 
meeting with PEIGPC.  The Pill Hobblers knew nothing about the plans, nor did DD.  BL 
suggested contacting the Chair of Portishead Town Council to see if they had heard anything.  
Action PK. 

 
15. Reports of meetings with outside bodies and other organisations 
 
 None. 
 
16. Accounts for Payment – Authorisation of November Payments 

  

PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

   
E-on Public Lighting Electricity Supply DD 01/11/20 - 30/11/20 207.96 
EDF Energy Football Club Changing Rooms Electricity - December DD 28.00 
EDF Energy Spout & Steps Electricity - December Direct Debit 8.00 
Onecom Phone Bill - December Direct Debit 20.27 
K&E Property Maintenance Dog & Litter Bin Emptying & Hardwick Rd & Brookside 

Repairs 
690.00 

JRB Enterprise 10,000 Dog Bags 157.20 

Society of Local Council Clerks Annual Membership 234.00 

Kaleidoscope Academy Crockerne Portaloos 24/11 - 18/12 1,070.40 

Kaleidoscope Academy Crockerne Portaloos 01/01 - 29/01 1,200.00 

Quay Digital The Village Voice - December 669.00 

Quay Digital Neighbourhood Plan Printing 314.00 

Nigel Antolic The Village Voice Distribution & Christmas Gifts 230.60 

Graham Hopkins Wordpress Website Expenses 51.00 

J Smart Expenses 188.46 

J Smart Salary 1,467.89 
HMRC Tax & NIC Contributions 720.23 
Bath & NE Somerset Council Pension Contributions - November 2020 507.90 

   

   

TOTAL  £7,764.91 
  

BL proposed approval of the Accounts for Payment for December, TW seconded.  Agreed. 
 
17. Ward Councillor Reports (including Coronavirus update) 
 
 DD had circulated a long email about the current Coronavirus situation.  NS would come out of 

lockdown on 2nd December, but tiers were being tightened and there would be more 
restrictions.  The Government would inform NSC of the new tiers on Thursday.   

 
DD reported that the Business Grant uptake had been very good.   

 
A new scheme would be out in the next few days for support for students and free school 
meals. 

 
18. Issues for future meetings 
 



 TW thought that there could be people that were not getting the support they needed with 
regard to Coronavirus and asked if anybody was monitoring how this was going on.  Was it 
being picked up at NSC level, or was it something the PC could get involved with?  DD – The 
Pill Coronavirus Support Group was a really good community group and all requests had been 
dealt with.  KC had been involved in the group since the outset and it had provided a lot of 
support for vulnerable people and many of the volunteers were still in touch with people who 
had contacted them for support.  People were now offering Christmas dinners for people in 
the village.  That feeling in the village had definitely increased. There was a project in 
Clevedon on the sea front – listening benches where people could go if they had a problem  
and someone may join them for a chat. BL suggested that KC ask the support group what 
support was needed.  Agenda for future meetings. 

 
 BL had received a request that the PC pass a motion in support of the Climate Emergency.  BL 

would circulate the motion by email and send to Liam Fox when agreed.  Action All. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………… 
 
Date: …………………………………………………… 
 



Subject: EiG Parish Council Meeting: Monday, 23rd November 2020 

  

Dear Julie 

  

Thank you for your Zoom invitation to join the parish council meeting to speak under item 1 

Public Participation and then to attend the remainder of the meeting as an observer, muted of 

course.  

  

I have brought the agenda, the minutes of the 20th October PC meeting, plus the NP 

Consultation Statement and Basic Conditions Statement to the attention of the Ham Green 

residents I represent who may feed in views for me to raise but for the present, with the 

Neighbourhood Plan currently with North Somerset Council prior to approval for a six-week 

period of public consultation followed by independent examination by a Planning Inspector, I 

think all I can ask is:  

1. have any fundamental issues been raised on the Plan itself by NSC, and 

2. when can we expect the Plan to be published for consultation allowing for the 

Christmas/New Year break?   

In addition, I would like to see the detailed statement concluding that there were a 

number of factual errors, that there was no basis for the comments regarding 

criticism of the structures and processes through which the Plan had been prepared 

referenced at page 22 of the Consultation Statement; also publication of the minutes of 

Steering Group meetings and a dedicated link from the Parish Council website to the 

Neighbourhood Plan website where the plan and its associated documents can be found, 

namely:  

https://pillanddistrictplan.org/neighbourhood-development-plan/   

 

 

 

Finally, whilst not incorrect, the entry at item 4(iii) of the 20th October minutes is 

incomplete in that it does not mention Cllr Ovel's reason for requesting more time to 

consider the motion to approve the Draft Plan for submission to North Somerset 

Council. It is however my recollection of the reason, which led to the chairman 

suggesting that the motion should be suspended whilst an amendment was tabled, is 

that it was to allow more time to consider my submission at item 1 of the agenda and 

this should be recorded for the public record in the minutes.         

  

Kind regards and best wishes, 

  

Stuart 

  

Stuart Tarr 

 

 

https://pillanddistrictplan.org/neighbourhood-development-plan/

