
 

PILL & EASTON-IN-GORDANO PARISH COUNCIL 
VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL & COMMITTEES 

Monday 14th September 2020 at 7.00pm 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

Present: Cllrs Kent, Langton, Adamson, Challis, D Davies, C Davies, Harvey, King, Ovel, 
Wraith, M Stewart (ALPC) & J Smart (Clerk) 

Apologies: Cllrs Dawson, Hopkins, O’Reilly, Rawlings, Stanley & Ward Cllr Ashton 
 

 
1. Public Participation  
 
 No members of the public were present. 
 
2. Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 
 
 The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 17th August (previously circulated) were signed as a true 

record.  PK to sign and provide this copy to Clerk when convenient. 
 
3. Declaration of Interests  
 
 None. 
 
4. Crime & Disorder 
 
 Concerned was raised about a couple of stabbings in the village at the last meeting, but no updates 

had been received from A&S Police. 
 
 The Clerk reported on the crime figures for July 2020.  Anti-social behaviour = 11, Violence & Sexual 

Offences = 13, Public Order = 1, Criminal Damage & Arson = 1, Vehicle Crime = 1, Other Crime = 2. 
 
 KC suggested there were a couple of websites that provide advice and guidance to parents of 

teenagers.  Clerk suggested that this information could be published on the website and The Daily Pill 
group on Facebook.  AK reported that there were problems on the precinct after pub closing time.  
BL suggested perhaps put up a general message on website and Facebook, stating websites were 
available and could be helpful.  Action KC. 

 
DD had regular meetings with the Police.  The crime level was up from pre-Covid.  The biggest 
concern for the Police was County Lines drugs and “cuckooing” (vulnerable people’s accommodation 
being taken over by gangs).  RH suggested the PC should make available how to contact organisations 
that could help with this issue.  Action RH. 

 
5. Action Log & Clerk’s Report 
 
 Bridge Road clearance – Kevin Weekes had scraped the road and cut back the hedges and verges.  He 

would meet with Cllr Langton this week to cut Jenny’s Meadow. 
 
 The Clerk would be on leave from Wednesday 23rd September until Tuesday 29th September.  Back in 

the office on Wednesday 30th September. 
 
 



 
 
6. Maintenance & Highways Issues 
 
 i.  Response to letter to NSC regarding traffic calming proposals. 
 

Colin Medus (NSC) had acknowledged receipt of the PC letter detailing the traffic calming 
proposals.  He had arranged for the issues raised to be considered and a response 
prepared. 

 
7. Working Group Reports:- 
 
 i. Environment & Climate Change Working Group  -  BL reported on this.  BL asked if there 

had been any response regarding the footpath that runs along between the port and the 
river. Neither the Clerk or CH had heard. Date of next E&CC meeting. Tuesday 10th 
November at 8.00pm. 

 
  BL reported that Hannah Price would soon be leaving Pill but would make sure there would 

be successors in place to take over the projects that she had started. 
 
  BL reported on a positive meeting between Lucy Byrne and Maggi Stowers and Jason Cox of 

NSC to discuss rewilding ideas in the village.  NSC was happy with the plan and LB proposed 
going ahead with the following aspects: 

                             To plant a row of small trees along the playing field boundary with the playground.  
  To plant a few small trees along the boundary of the footpath to Oak Grove.   
  To create a small spinney around the edge bordering Yew Tree Close and Oak Grove. 
  To establish different mowing regimes for certain areas and encourage wild flowers.  

Victoria Park – NSC agreed for five small fruit trees, three along Eirene Terrace and two 
along Bank Place, to be planted. The future possibility of similar trees along the edge of 
Watchhouse Road was discussed.   

  Watchhouse Hill – an initial planting of replacement trees agreed but further general 
discussion needed.  

  Costs (£1000) associated with these plans including extra mowing on Hardwick Rd, 
watering on Watchhouse Hill and associated labour to be allocated from the Climate 
Change budget. 

  Clerk to contact NSC contractors regarding Hardwick Road mowing. Action Clerk. The next 
step would be to publish the plan and ask for neighbouring residents’ responses via a 
simple questionnaire.  All agreed. 

 
  DD suggested putting a fence around Victoria Park to make it more of a central point to the 

village.  BL thought this was a good idea but likely to be expensive.  Agenda for a future 
meeting. 

 
8. NSC Local Plan Consultation 
 

DD reported that the ‘Challenges’ part of the Local Plan had now closed and responses were being 
considered. The next stage would be the ‘Choices’ part of the consultation.  This would be coming 
out at the end of October and finishing by Christmas.  A plan would be available for discussion in the 
new year. 
 
Changes to the Planning System. DD had circulated a document on this. The suggested numbers 
implied that the NSC Green Belt would disappear in some places as houses would not fit in any other 
way. The PC needed to send a response about the housing numbers. There was a fear that 
developers would not be building affordable houses but reducing cost houses to sell.  There was no 
detail about how the infrastructure would be paid for.  DD had put some detailed notes together but 
a response was required by 1st October.  Action PK. 



 
L&Q Estates want to build 1,000 houses on Martcombe Road. DD suggested the PC should write to 
L&Q Estates noting their proposals  were currently all in Green Belt land.  BO – proposals were not in 
line with the PC’s Neighbourhood Plan.  Action PK. 
 
RH asked what would happen if the housing number target was not met.  DD advised that with the 
current system NSC must demonstrate five years’ worth of sites. If NSC cannot do that it could be  
that builders submit  applications knowing that NSC cannot meet the number required.  NSC objects, 
developer goes to appeal and the Inspector grants approval as NSC cannot prove sites.  DD asked 
members to consider seriously what the PC’s position over the next few years should be.  
MS – reminded the meeting that the current NP was from now until 2026, as it needed to fit in with 
the current Local Plan.  There is a paragraph in the NP stating that it would probably be necessary to 
revisit the NP to update it. 
 

9. Neighbourhood Plan 
 

MS had circulated two updates following the local consultation. There had been 205 responses, many 
from agencies and 175 individual responses, which ranged from two lines to ten pages.  The key 
comments were about the two developments at Chapel Pill Lane and at Orchard View. Many 
comments about traffic, speed, and safety issues had also been received. There was strong support 
for the environment.  
The next task was for a small group to write a report on the consultation. MS asked that the PC 
needed to take a view on the balance of protecting the Green Belt against affordable housing 
benefits, bearing in mind the strength of feeling on this issue.  This would be discussed by the 
Steering Group. 
 
DD suggested that the Steering Group should investigate how other PC’s had looked at their 
consultation comments and produce a measured response. He suggested factual inaccuracies should 
also be highlighted in the response. 
 
PK asked if any member would like to join MS to go through the responses in the next couple of 
weeks.  BO, BL, TW, RH, SA & PK agreed to do this.  MS would contact these members to arrange a 
meeting. 
 
MS was meeting Celia Dring (NSC) shortly. He stated that with the planning changes, housing 
numbers, new permissions, implications for the green belt, and the NSC local plan it is clear that the 
PC’s ideas for the future need to be finalised. 
 
There had been some responses from developers (L&Q Estates and developers of Plummer’s Hill). 
 
BO and SA suggested some small alterations to the piece going into the Village Voice.  Please send 
suggestions to MS ASAP.  Action ALL. 
 

10. Support for Crockerne Primary School 
 

PK reported on this.  Portaloos had been delivered to the school.  Decking had not proceeded as it is 
not a pressing priority. PK thanked CO who had put the volunteer list together. The school is 
concerned about the traffic and pedestrian congestion and believes there are major Health and 
Safety issues to address. Action PK and DD 

  
11. Proposal from L&Q Estates (formerly Gallagher) 
 
 See Item 8. 
 
12. Changes to the Current Planning System 
 



 See Item 8. 
 
13. Brookside Play Area Consultation 
 

The key issues were that the response to the questionnaire were fairly positive from people who 
lived close to the site.  There were existing concerns about the site.  Hannah Price proposed we 
should go ahead with advancing the line of fruiting trees adjacent to the footpath.  Woodland Trust 
were delivering 315 saplings for planting.  No opposition to this idea.  Will need to spend a little bit of 
money to clear the brambles at the edge of the site.  The planting would be done by volunteers.  The 
Rule of Six did not apply to outside volunteers.  Hannah would proceed to set up a ‘Friends of 
Brookside’ volunteer group.  HP suggested the close mowing regime for the football area in the field 
should be implemented and nets should be erected later. She also suggested the PC fund a sign (up 
to £200) stating no fires, no overnight camping etc, and explaining the area. Pending further 
clarification of the costs, this could be funded out of Climate Change budget.  All agreed.  

 
14. Parish Councillor Onboarding Action and Review Proposals 
 
 Cllr Rawlings was not present at the meeting to discuss the matter further.  
 
15. Reports of meetings with outside bodies and other organisations 
 
 None. 
 
16. Accounts for Payment – Authorisation of August Payments 
 

 PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

   
E-on Unmetered Electricity Supply DD 01/07/20 - 31/07/20 214.90 

EDF Energy Pavilion Electricity - August Direct Debit 24.00 

EDF Energy Spout & Steps - August Direct Debit 8.00 

Onecom Phone Bill - August Direct Debit 19.28 

Lodway Football Club Grant towards purchase of new goals 250.00 

Radmore & Tucker St George's Flower Bank Equipment 440.00 

GB Sport & Leisure Play Equipment Inspections - July 2020 90.00 

K&E Property Maintenance Litter & Dog Bin Emptying 550.00 

K&E Property Maintenance Cut & Clear Hardwick Road Play Area 100.00 

K&E Property Maintenance Remove bridge at top of Brookside 165.00 

K&E Property Maintenance Repair St George's Hall Dog Bin 30.00 

JRB Enterprise Dog Bags x 10,000 157.20 

C J Jenkinson Strim Brookside Play Equipment and Footpath 150.00 

Quay Digital August/September issue of Village Voice 669.00 

Brackenwood Nurseries Pill in Bloom Account 128.53 

Nigel Antolic Village Voice Distribution 35.00 

Tomas Rawlings  Website Expenses 30.00 

Community Forum Annual Grant 2,500.00 

Lodway Cricket Club Grant for new fence 2,000.00 

J Smart Salary 1,467.69 

HMRC Tax & NIC Contributions 420.43 

Bath & NE Somerset Council Pension Contributions - August 507.90 

      

TOTAL  £9,956.93 

 
 

BO proposed approval of the Accounts for Payment for August and AK seconded.  Agreed. 
 
17. Ward Councillor Reports (including Coronavirus update) 



 
DD reported that numbers were increasing in North Somerset but it was still below the national 
average.  He had written to Matthew Hancock regarding the testing shambles. 

 
All other matters included in above items. 

 
18. Issues for future meetings 
 
 The NSC Citizens Panel – BO reported he had signed up.  Any member of the public could sign up to 

this. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:  ……………………………………………………….. 
 
Date:   ……………………………………………………….. 


