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Crockerne PTA 
Update From Friends Of Crockerne

These last few months have been incredibly 
challenging. The very quick transition that we 
all had to make became eye-opening and 
the need to practise compassion, solidarity and 
patience overwhelmed us all. I have been in 
awe of the sheer selflessness of so many to make 
sure our wonderful community stays safe and 
nurtured. The Crockerne staff have radiated sup-
port, reassurance and positivity to our children 
and in turn our village has remained united.

As a consequence of Covid 19, the ‘Friends 
of Crockerne’ PTA were una-
ble to fundraise during the last 
school year to the capacity we 
have previously. Thanks to you, 
our incredible community, we 
were able to hold two separate 
‘Bags2School’ collections of 
unwanted clothes, bags, shoes 
etc which raised an amazing 
£1600 combined! We truly cannot 
thank you enough for your kind 

donations. These funds will help go towards 
further IT equipment, a ‘Periods in History’ 
wall mounted timeline to help with the chil-
dren’s historical curriculum, replacement of 
current stage lighting and an outdoor pro-
ject where we will be replacing flower beds, 

enhancing play areas and build-
ing new planters for the school to 
grow its own veg!

Due to our Christmas Fayre also 
being cancelled this year we find 
ourselves with plenty of stock. Our 
Christmas stock includes deco-
rations, cards and crafts and our 
‘Pocket Money’ stock contains 
all sorts of stocking fillers or little 
gifts. We will (continues on page 2)
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be setting up a 
‘Friends of Crockerne’ stall in the Precinct on 
Saturday 7 November (9am–3pm) and Sun-
day 8 November (10am–2pm). You can also 
see us at the Community Centre Christmas 
Market on Saturday 14 November. Everything 
will be 50p, £1 or £2. We’d love to help you 
get yourself a bargain, whilst supporting the 
local Primary School. 

Social distancing will still need to be main-
tained; our volunteers will be wearing face 
masks and gloves as we will only be able 
to accept cash so please bring plenty of 
change as the right money would be helpful.

We are also holding our very first fundraising 
‘Virtual Quiz’ on Saturday 5 December. If you 
would like to participate please email PTA@
Crockerne.co.uk for further information on 
how to enter. Suggested donation is £2 per 
person. This will be via Zoom.

We have lots of ways we’re hoping to raise 
more funds for the school this year where you 
can help without even donating. We are pro-
moting Amazon Smile (this is just the same as 
Amazon) and Easy fundraising. Both of these 
donate a percentage of any order you make 
with them to your chosen charity and Crock-
erne C of E Primary School is a registered charity. 
So, next time you order anything online - the 
list of retailers is huge, over 4000 including TUI, 
Tesco, Car Insurance, M&S, John Lewis, eBay to 
name a small few - please spare a thought for 
us and make your purchase through these two 
websites. For more info on this or any other way 
you feel you could help, even if it’s to donate 
a raffle prize, email PTA@Crockerne.co.uk. We 
would honestly be so grateful.

My sincerest thanks 
Charlotte Kaszubski 

(Chair of Crockerne PTA – Friends of Crockerne)

(continued from front page)

mailto:PTA@Crockerne.co.uk
mailto:PTA@Crockerne.co.uk
mailto:PTA@Crockerne.co.uk
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Fairtrade News!
Normally, at this time of year, the village 
Fairtrade group would be preparing for a 
visit from a Nicaraguan Fairtrade farmer, 
who would talk in the schools and attend a 
community event. In 2021 our links with Nica-
ragua will have to be virtual, but more news 
of that in the New Year.

Despite such changes, through the summer 
and autumn, Fairtrade has been much in the 
national and local news because of the deci-
sion by Nestle to withdraw from buying cocoa 
and sugar on Fairtrade terms for their Kit Kat 
bars, one of the most popular chocolate 
snacks in the UK. A change such as this liter-
ally threatens the whole livelihoods of farmers 
and their families, who were not consulted 
about the change.

An online petition about this reached nearly 
300,000 signatures and in early October a 
group of MPs took control of the floor of the 
House of Commons for four minutes to pro-
mote the petition. Meetings have been held 
between Fairtrade supporters and Nestle, 
and many people have protested person-
ally to the company. None of this caused a 
total change of mind, but the wide publicity 
and support for farmers did eventually cause 
Nestle to change their approach in particular 
ways. For example, they have now guaran-
teed transparency about the premium that 
will be paid; not as much as under Fairtrade 
but guaranteeing two years of increased sup-
port. Nestle have also agreed to sit down with 
the farmers’ representatives, and they are 
now in no doubt that there is a groundswell of 
support for Fairtrade in the UK. This is what we 
need to build on.

So, what now? The farmers remain Fairtrade 
certified, so they can still sell their cocoa on 
Fairtrade terms if a new buyer can be found. In 
the UK and beyond we need to keep choosing 
Fairtrade chocolate. Choosing to buy Fairtrade 
from supermarkets like Co-op, Lidl, Aldi and 
Waitrose makes all the difference for cocoa 
farmers. They sell their crop to big brands like 
Nestle because they are the biggest buy-
ers. Consumers need to work on turning the 
most ethical brands into the biggest buyers of 
cocoa. So… if you are buying chocolate, stand 
with farmers, and choose Fairtrade from our 
local stores to make a real difference!

Editorial
I feared we may not have a paper this 
month, with the uncertain landscape and 
restrictions preventing so many events, 
groups and activities taking place there was 
little to include until the last minute. However, 
there is still plenty going on behind the scenes 
to enhance, protect and connect our village, 
even if we can’t yet look forward to much 
social activity!

I do hope nothing prevents the Christmas Mar-
ket going ahead, as that looks as though it will 
be varied and interesting, with stalls selling food, 
goods and gifts, and some sharing information. 

Well, I’m so excited! The Village Voice has 
gone ‘national’!! News from Pill travelled up to 
“the big smoke” last month, resulting in tree sap-
lings and more being donated for our village. I 
had a lovely phone call from a lady in London, 
who had picked up our paper from the Rudg-
leigh whilst passing through and read about our 
‘sow a tree initiative’. She had various things in 
her garden which she couldn’t bear to waste, 
so she dropped them off to me on her next visit 
for relocation here. If you should pass through 
again and pick up this paper, thank you Mary! 

You’ll notice I have included some extracts 
from the very first ‘Pill Paper’, March 1981. 
Some themes (and battles) live on forty years 
later, it seems. Imagine, a dance with supper 
included for £2.25, and being allowed out 
until 1am! Those were the days, eh? Hope it 
sparks a little nostalgia anyway. 

With so little certainty of advance plans, 
it is sometimes difficult to fill the space in this 
paper at the moment, so I am inviting you to 
send me ideas to keep us all entertained until 
the world returns to some semblance of nor-
mality. Historical snippets, jokes, a children’s 
short story section, recipes etc – all ideas 
welcomed, but something light hearted par-
ticularly so!

Most definitely a flavour of Christmas emerg-
ing now, which reminds me to ask you to send 
your Christmas wishes to me next month for 
inclusion in December’s paper.

Advertising deadline for December’s paper 
is Wednesday 11 November and copy dead-
line is the Friday, 13 November.

Jo Smith 
Editor
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Mark Rice
I would just like to say a heart-felt thank you 
to everyone who showed their respect for 
Mark on the day of his funeral.  Lots of special 
people helped make it happen, too many 
to mention but an extra special thank you to 
you. I hope you all found it as amazing and as 
incredible as we did! 

It was a sad day, but we were so proud 
also.   It was such an honour to have Mark’s 
life remembered and celebrated on such a 
grand scale. So sorry we couldn’t get to say 
hello to each and every one of you. Your 
kindness has been overwhelming. 

With much love Nic, Alfie and Charlie xxx

Defibrillators
What You Need to Know in an Emergency

Call 999 on all occasions - The operator 
will tell you where the nearest one is. They 
also know which ones are working and not 
already in use by someone else.

For the most accurate information on the 
location of defibrillators, visit www.visitportis-
head.net/defibrillator-map.php. As a quick 
reference, however, local defibrillators can 
be found as follows:

• St George’s Church Hall, Priory Road, 
Easton in Gordano, BS20 0PA, on the right of 
the front wall, facing you as you enter the 
car park.

• Crockerne Primary School, Westward 
Drive, Pill, BS20 0JP, mounted on fence, 
between car park and pedestrian 
entrances.

• Pill Central, 5 Pill Street, Pill, BS20 0EL, on the 
side wall of the office, accessed through 
the wrought iron gate right next to it.

• Lodway Cricket Club, 46 Ham Green, Pill, 
BS20 0HB, on the white wall at the bottom 
of the ramp, access through gate on 
Macrae Road.

Parish Council News
This has been a busy period for the Parish 
Council as a number of issues have been 
resolved and other work is in the process of 
being completed before the winter.

The Neighbourhood Plan

The final version was presented to the Parish 
Council for acceptance on 20 October. It 
has taken three years to complete and hours 
of work by many people in the village and in 
Abbots Leigh. You will certainly be aware of 
the first draft document which was published 
earlier in the year and which is on www.

Professional Tree Surgery & Arboricultural Practices
for Domestic & Commercial Properties

 Pruning - Felling - Hedge Trimming - Stump Grinding - Firewood/Log Sales

Fully Insured
Free Quotations

Contact Josh King:
01275 375180 
contact@kingtreebristol.com
www.kingtreebristol.com

Are you in pain, suffering
from restricted mobility
or lack of movement?

Osteopathy Treatments available

Restore your body to a healthier condition with advice
and treatment from Osteopath Barnes Stringer.

For more information call Barnes on 07584 570348
or see website www.barnestringer.co.uk

Treatments available at

Penny Brohn
Chapel Pill Lane, Ham Green,
Bristol BS20 0HH

Penny Brohn Hub*
49 Queens Road, Clifton,
Bristol BS8 1QQ

*Private entrance at
17 Triangle South, BS81QQ

The Fit Tank Gym
6 Church Road, Abbots Leigh,
Bristol BS8 3QP

info@barnesstringer.co.uk | � barnesstringerosteopath
� barnesstringerosteopath

https://www.visitportishead.net/defibrillator-map.php
https://www.visitportishead.net/defibrillator-map.php
http://www.pillanddistrictplan.org
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pillanddistrictplan.org. It is a comprehensive 
report on our community and is divided into 
separate areas for ease of reference. It also 
looks ahead to plans for the future, address-
ing key issues such as plans for housing, 
traffic control, environmental protection and 
infrastructure development. Many people 
have contributed their ideas and responses, 
and these have all been considered by The 
Steering Group. 

The Parish Council cannot let this moment 
pass without recording our heartfelt thanks to 
Murray Stewart who has edited this document 
with great skill. For three years he has worked 
tirelessly - and in a voluntary capacity - ensur-
ing that the plan is as coherent as possible and 
reflects the central aims of our community. 
Murray has won many friends for his work and, 
although he has been quick to point out the 
contributions of others, we all recognise that 
he has been the driving force behind its com-
pletion. Thank you, Murray Stewart!

Traffic Calming and Restrictions

We have received a positive response from 
North Somerset about our proposals for a 
20mph restriction through the village. We will 
be in the second phase of the programme 
after work in Wrington and Backwell has been 
completed and we are expecting dates for 
that work shortly. We will be continuing our 
discussions about speed limits on the A369.

Rewilding and Environmental Protection

There has been a high level of industry 
amongst volunteers working on the village 
environment. There are separate reports in 
this edition outlining the provisional plans for 
planting of native trees and flowers in Hard-
wick Road field, without reducing the playing 
area, as well as progress on the tree planting 
programme in the village.

More Cycle Paths

There is increasing interest in the village 
about cycling and Peter Stanley is discussing 
new routes with a group of villagers, including 
Alan Kellas, Joe Bigwood and Barry Winsley. 
If you are interested, please contact any of 
them; they would be pleased to hear from 
you. This looks to be an exciting initiative 

which complements the work being done by 
the footpaths group (reported in last month’s 
Village Voice.) 

Changes to the Current Planning System

The Parish Council’s response to these 
proposed changes can be found on the 
website and it is still not too late to make your 
views known to our MP as the implications of 
removing certain planning restraints could be 
serious for development around the village.

The Parish Council Website

We are in process of updating the website 
so we would welcome any suggestions for 
improvement from you.

The Parish Council hopes everyone stays 
healthy as the new restrictions come into 
force and that we all come safely through 
the winter.

With best wishes, 
Paul Kent on behalf of The Parish Council

Pill Hardware & DIY

Electrical & Plumbing, Ironmongery, 
Timber, Tools, Painting & Decorating 

Equipment, Car Accessories, 
Gardening Supplies & Tools, 

Household Supplies and more...
Home delivery available for heavy items 

- please ask.
Open 9am - 4pm 

on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday.
9 am - 1pm 

on Wednesday & Saturday. Closed Sunday.

13 Lodway, Pill, Bristol, BS20 0DH
Tel: 01275 372315

http://www.pillanddistrictplan.org
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Hardwick Road Playing Fields
It was kind of Arnie Mason to thank me for 
clearing Hardwick Road playing area in the 
summer, but I cannot claim the credit for 
myself. My good friends Jim and Becky Price 
saw me struggling and came to help out on 
that boiling day. Our work was finished off 
by Kevin Weeks, who came at short notice 
to mow the grass in time for the area to be 
opened for the summer holiday. In other 
words, it was a village effort once again!

Paul Kent

Resource Centre - Another Update
Until further notice the Resource Centre will 
not be open on Friday mornings. Opening 
times depend on the availability of volunteers.

Covid 19 track and trace. We should like to 
encourage everyone visiting the Resource 
Centre who has downloaded, or intends to 
download, the NHS Covid-19 app, to use the 
bar code for this which is now available on 
entry. If you have not downloaded the app, 
you are welcome to enter your name and 
contact number on the sheet made available 
each day.

Climate Action Pill
Litter Picks Next vil-
lage litter pick is on 
Saturday 12 December, 
meet in the Precinct 
at 10am. Bags, gloves, 
pickers and hi viz vests 
provided - all welcome. 
Contact Jill Coleman 

on 07813 927416 or email 
jill.penelope.coleman@gmail.com  to go on 
SPAD list.

Brookside Tree Planting The Woodland Trust 
has recently awarded us 315 hedgerow trees 
to plant along the boundary of Brookside. The 
saplings are a mixture of Rowan, Blackthorn, 
Hawthorn, Dog Rose and Hazel and will pro-
vide a wild harvest of fruits and nuts for the 
community and for the wildlife of Brookside. 
We would like to plant them with the help of 
local children and their grown-ups. Because 
of Covid 19 we will limit the number of people 
planting at any one time and will space plant-
ing groups throughout the day. The planting 
will take place towards the end of November 
and if you would like to take part please con-
tact Hannah by email (hannahprice3011@
gmail.com) by 15 November. 

Materials Needed:

a) Wood and paint. Several groups are working 
with the Parish Council for the climate and 
ecological emergency and we want to make 
some more blue hearts for people to put 
in the wild parts of their gardens. We need 
some thinnish wood for this and blue paint. If 
anyone has suitable material please contact 
jill.penelope.coleman@gmail.com. For more 

For details of other news and events 
around the parish, visit

pillandeastoningordano.org

Top Tip
Resist the urge to cut back and rake up 
everything in the garden! Hollow stems 
are homes for hibernating beneficial 
insects and fallen leaves improve soil.

mailto:jill.penelope.coleman@gmail.com
mailto:hannahprice3011@gmail.com
mailto:hannahprice3011@gmail.com
mailto:jill.penelope.coleman@gmail.com
https://pillandeastoningordano.org/
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information see www.bluecampaignhub.com

b) Metal sheets. If anyone has a spare metal 
sheet or two – corrugated iron or similar – 
they could be used on Jenny’s Meadow 
to provide a refuge for reptiles. Slow worms 
and grass snakes love the extra warmth and 
protection they offer. Sheets about 3ft by 5ft 
would be ideal.

Pill in Bloom and ‘The Bridge Road volun-
teers’ will be planting out lots of daffodil bulbs 
(weather and Covid restrictions permitting!) on 
Friday 13 November, 2-4pm along the cycle 
path as it heads out of Pill towards Portishead. 
Meet by the gate at the start of the path and 
bring a spade/trowel/bulb planter/gloves/
pruning tools and kneeling mats. 

We would also all like to take this opportunity 
to thank Jo Smith for all her efforts running Pill 
in Bloom. Jo is formally standing down at our 
AGM in November but is not leaving the team 
(which is a blessing as she is  always ready to 
get stuck in with the big jobs and emergency 
watering!). Lucy Byrne and Pom Langton have 
been nominated to take on the leadership and 
organisational roles together and are very keen 
to welcome new members to Pill in Bloom as 
we have some exciting new projects for 2021.

The Parish Council’s Climate Action Food 
Group would like to say a  big THANK YOU to 
both Co-ops and their hard working staff, who 
are at the front line during these difficult times. 
We understand that the staff have been doing 
their best to keep the shelves stocked with 
essential items, although it has often been diffi-
cult with bulk buying. We are lucky to have two 
shops in the village open till late every day of 
the week. If we want to be able to rely more 
on our local shops for our weekly food essentials 

it’s important to support both shops and to ask 
for items if not available, so they know what our 
community needs. If you’re interested in join-
ing any of the Parish Council’s climate action 
groups (Carbon Capture and Biodiversity, Food, 
Energy, Public Engagement, Transport)   email: 
climateactionpill@gmail.com

St George’s Christmas Market
Due to the current Coronavirus restrictions St 
George’s Christmas Market 2020 is cancelled. 
When the situation improves, we are hoping 
to hold a Spring or Summer Fayre in 2021. Your 
support would be most welcomed.

Have You Considered 
Volunteering In The Village? 
We are lucky to have so many wonderful 
projects, groups, organisations and charities 
doing amazing things to help young and old, 
nature and the environment, running clubs 
and societies, Christmas lights and other 
events to help our community flourish. The 
flood of offers to help with the Covid volun-
teer support group and the food bank has 
highlighted just how many people are keen 
to make a difference. 

Volunteering gives so much more than a 
helping hand; it builds self-confidence, pro-
vides learning opportunities and a sense of 
wellbeing. To find out more about opportu-
nities in the village, the Parish Council will be 
compiling a list of contacts on their website 
and will have a stall at the Christmas Market 
on Saturday 14 November, 2pm at the Com-
munity Centre.

https://bluecampaignhub.com/
mailto:climateactionpill@gmail.com
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Donald Davies,
Pill Ward Councillor, N Somerset Council 

Thank you for all you are doing to keep our 
community safe. This pandemic will be with 
us for many months more and there will be 
difficult times to come, yet I know that we shall 
work together to get through. For those safety 
reasons I’m not holding surgeries, but please 
feel free to contact me with any concerns you 
have. My phone number is 07900 097671 and 
my e-mail donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk. 
Keep safe!

The Christmas Lights Draw
It’s the time of year when everyone’s 
thoughts/dreams turn to the Christmas 
Lights! We still anticipate being able to put 
up the lights this year, Covid 19 restrictions 
permitting. Hopefully, this will add some 
welcome cheer and enjoyment to what 
looks like being quite a different type of 
Christmas. If the regulations allow, the lights 
will be going up on the weekend of 20-22 
November and the trees will be going up on 
the weekend of 27-29 November. The big 
disappointment is that this year we will not 
be holding a Christmas Lights Switch-On in 
the Precinct, for obvious reasons.

We’d like to take this opportunity to thank 
the people and businesses of Pill, Easton in 
Gordano and Ham Green for the fantastic 
support we receive, and remind everyone 
that we couldn’t do what we do without you! 

Finally, don’t forget that there is always the 
opportunity to join the Christmas Lights Club, 
and contribute £2 per month to be entered 

in our monthly prize draw. If you would like to 
join the club, please sign up in the Resource 
Centre (cheques payable to Pill Christmas 
Lights). It’s a one-off payment of £24 for a 
calendar year. Your name is entered into a 
monthly draw with the chance of winning 
first prize of £75 or second prize of £25. The 
December draw has a first prize of £500 and 
second prize of £100.

Congratulations go to Tessa Moss, winning 
first prize of £75 and to Ivor King who won sec-
ond prize of £25 in October’s draw.

Many thanks from the  
Pill Christmas Lights Committee

Pill Christmas Market Update
Due to an overwhelming response from stall 
holders, and to assist in supporting social dis-
tancing measures, Pill Christmas Market will 
now span two days, Saturday 14 and Sunday 
15 November at Pill Community Centre.

The market will be open to buyers between 
2pm and 5pm. Stalls will be different on each 
day, so try and get down there both days 
if you can. We have some amazing hand 
made products, gift wrap and cards, home 
decor, clothing, and much more! Unfortu-
nately, due to Covid restrictions, and to help 
prevent the spread, the kitchen will no longer 
be open for tea and cake.

We ask anyone attending to please wear 
a mask unless you have health reasons pre-
venting you doing so. Sanitising stations will 
be available on arrival, a one way system 
will be in place and you may be required to 
wait outside for a short period if the event is 
busy, to prevent overcrowding and to allow 

Kelly French Professional

Foot CareFoot Care
Treatment in the  

comfort of  
your own home

For the professional treatment of:
· Corns · Callus
· Fungal and Thickened Nails
· Cracked Heels · Nail Trimming
· Athletes Foot · Ingrowing Toe Nails
· Qualified in Keryflex
A fixable nail restoration with the 
appearance of a natural nail

Contact Kelly on 07896 152413
Email kelly_french_4@hotmail.com
S.A.C. Dip. (Foot Health Practitioner)

You can 
now book 

appointments  

on THURSDAYS at  

The Style Room,  

No 4, Pill 

01275 374215

mailto:donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk
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for social distancing. We kindly ask that you 
adhere to government guidelines whilst in 
attendance.

We hope the event will not need to be can-
celled due to Covid, and hope to see you 
there. Come and grab some amazing Christ-
mas goodies and gifts!

Pill Library Is Now Open!
Pill Library has reopened and is ready to 
welcome visitors back with limited services 
including self-service borrowing and pre-
booked computer appointments. Opening 
hours are shorter than usual to help keep 
everyone safe. We are not yet offering help 
with face-to-face enquiries, assistance with 
computers, seating areas, study space, news-
papers, reference materials or events. 

The current opening hours are: Tuesdays 
9.30am-12.30pm and 2-4.30pm, Fridays 1.30-
4.30pm and Saturdays 9.30am-12.30pm. 
Self-service computer use is available for 
45-minute sessions and must be booked in 
advance on 01934 426070. 

When visiting our libraries please help staff 
and customers to stay safe by:

• always observing a 2m distance

• sanitising your hands

• wearing a face covering unless exempt

• limiting the time you spend in the library

• participating in the Test and Trace 
programme

Digital services extended during the 
lockdown continue to be on offer.  
See www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services 
/ l ibraries- leisure-open-spaces/l ibraries/
l ib ra ry - se rv ices/b r ing ing- l ib ra ry -you/
online-library-services-home

Stuck For Christmas Ideas?
Hi, I’m Charlene and I’m your local Bodyshop 
consultant. We are a cruelty free company, 
and a lot of our products are made with nat-
ural ingredients. We do everything from body 
wash to perfume, as well as gentlemen’s 
items. Also, great gifts too! I would be happy 
to drop you a catalogue and help you with 
any information, so please contact me on 
07342 625994.

https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/libraries-leisure-open-spaces/libraries/library-services/bringing-library-you/online-library-services-home
https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/libraries-leisure-open-spaces/libraries/library-services/bringing-library-you/online-library-services-home
https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/libraries-leisure-open-spaces/libraries/library-services/bringing-library-you/online-library-services-home
https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/libraries-leisure-open-spaces/libraries/library-services/bringing-library-you/online-library-services-home
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Remembrance 2020
Remembrance is an important moment in 
our lives and our communities, and even 
at this time, with so many challenges due 
to Covid-19, we wish to express our thanks 
to and remember those who fought for our 
freedom. This year, we have to do this in 
a different way though, so the service on 
Sunday 8 November will be held outside 
St George’s Church, Easton-in-Gordano, 
at 10.30am, including the Act of Remem-
brance. This is so that people can spread 
out as required in the churchyard around 
the Memorial. 

On Armistice Day, 11 November, there will 
be an Act of Remembrance at Christ Church 
War Memorial, at 10.45am. Wreaths can be 
laid as usual at both times. Please be aware 
that we should avoid large crowds, so we 
would like to ask that organisations taking 
part are represented by only one or two peo-
ple. May we remember with care the care 
that others have shown to us.

News From The Salvation Army
We all continue to live and work with chang-
ing restrictions, and I hope you are managing 
to find a new routine, but with the change in 
season and Christmas just around the corner 
this can be a challenge for all of us. 

At Pill Salvation Army we are looking at dif-
ferent ways we can still come together. One 
of these ways is ‘Catch Up Church’ each 
Tuesday morning at 10.30am. We show the 
worship service from Sunday and this allows 
people who can’t access it and those who 
would rather be with others to have a weekly 

service. Anybody is welcome to attend and 
you are more than welcome. We ask that you 
follow the social distancing guidelines. Light 
refreshments are also served for you to enjoy 
while watching the service.

As we start to build up to Christmas, we 
will be running a toy appeal again this year. 
We ask that you take any donation to the 
Resource Centre and leave in the allocated 
box. These toys will go to families within Pill 
and the surrounding areas through our part-
ner agencies.

Other plans are coming together for us to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ this Decem-
ber. For more information keep your eye on 
the notice boards, next month’s Village Voice 
and our social media. In the meantime, stay 
as safe as you can.

God Bless.

James Addis, 
Lieutenant Corps Officer/Church Leader 

The Salvation Army 

Extracts From The First Pill Paper, 
March 1981
(Courtesy of Gerry Hunt)

Green Belt 

The summer of 1980 saw the publication of 
the Avon County draft Structure Plan. 

The plan is a complex document covering 
general policies and planning proposals for 
the County and in its definitive form will form 
the basis of the more detailed local plans.

The Council invited comments from Par-
ishes and your Parish Council, conscious of 

Your local handy man
Gary Chadwick

Pill/Portishead & Surrounding area
Home & Garden Maintenance 07977 937847

InsideOut

Pill Property Solutions
FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS  

AND PROPERTY REPAIRS
 Carpentry  Painting & Decorating 

 Kitchens  Bathrooms 
 Tiling  Fencing  Extensions

All our tradesmen are fully qualified 
and all work is guaranteed

35 years experience in the carpentry 
and building industry

Telephone Rob 07864 384454
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the industrial scene on the Avonmouth side 
of the river, was particularly concerned with 
those aspects of the plan which would influ-
ence the impending development at Royal 
Portbury Dock.

We welcomed any policy which would 
restrict or prohibit heavy and special industry 
and sought assurances that under no cir-
cumstances would the land adjoining Royal 
Portbury Dock be used for heavy industry.

The plan made no provision for the highway 
improvements necessary to accommodate 
safely the vast increase in traffic, which will 
result from the industrialisation of the Dock-
land. We therefore made specific proposals 
to the County in this respect.

We totally supported the proposed exten-
sion to the Green Belt which would form a 
buffer zone between Portishead and the 
Dock, and have applied for similar between 
the Dock and our own Parish. This applica-
tion has been recommended by Woodspring 
for the area of land between the Parish and 
the motorway.

At the public discussion held at Portishead, 
fears were expressed to the County Plan-
ners that the commercial failure of Royal 
Portbury Dock may prompt the City of Bristol 
into ignoring aspects of the Structure Plan. 
These fears were realised when in January 
of this year the City of Bristol applied to 
develop the proposed buffer zone in the 
Parish of Portbury. This application was vigor-
ously opposed by all the local Parishes and 
rejected by Woodspring. It now seems likely 
that the application will be the subject of a 
Public Enquiry.

We believe our Parish objectives are similar 
to those of Portbury, and have contacted 

Portbury Parish Council to explore the pos-
sibility of having one legal representative 
to promote our joint interests, at the forth-
coming Examination in Public of the Avon 
County Structure Plan, and at any Public 
Enquiry resulting from the City of Bristol’s 
application…

C P Harrell, Easton in Gordano Parish Council

Nuclear Warfare

There will be a showing of the film “The War 
Game” at the Community Centre on Thurs-
day May 21st 1981, at 8pm. It is hoped that 
a local branch of CND may be set up after 
the meeting.

Dates for Your Diary (1981)

Saturday March 21st. Rock ‘n Roll Night, 
8pm-12. Pill Community Centre. Tickets £1.50 
(including refreshments). Licenced bar.

Friday May 1st. May Dance, Pill Junior School 
PTA. Dancing to Chantilly Lace. Licenced bar 
8.30pm-1am. Tickets, £2.25 (including supper) 
available from the school.

 EMMA GREEN 
PILATES 
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T H E  O L D  B R E W E R Y
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M A T  C L A S S E S
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Yoga At The Community Centre
Are you looking to build strength and flexibility 
whilst calming the mind? Why not try a Yoga 
class with local instructor Suzie Delve. 

Suzie has been running classes for all 
ages at the Community Centre and Chair 
Yoga classes at St George’s Hall Since 2014. 
If you would like to book a group class 
or a 1:1 session you can contact her at 
yogawithsuzie@gmail.com, be sure to keep 
an eye on the Facebook page or the website 
www.suziedelve.com for regular updates and 
more information. 

Yoga And Shibashi Tai Chi-Qigong 
Would you like to strengthen the body whilst 
calming the mind and relieving stress? Local 
teacher Suzie Delve is starting two new 
classes focussing on movement and wellbe-
ing for all levels. Yoga at St George’s Church 
Hall, Easton in Gordano on a Sunday morn-
ing 10-11am, £8, and Shibashi Tai Chi Qigong 
at Pill Community Centre 9.30-10.30am, £6, 
on a Tuesday morning. 

Shibashi is a gentle form of 18 movements 
suitable for all levels, which can be per-
formed seated or standing.

Please do visit my website for more 
information and contact me to make a 
booking www.suziedelve.com or email me at 
suziedelve@gmail.com (All classes will comply 
with government social distancing guide-
lines and spaces will be limited, so booking is 
essential.)

Advertising in The Village Voice
Did you know the Village Voice is deliv-
ered door to door to 2500 homes and 
businesses each month in Pill, Ham Green, 
Easton in Gordano and beyond? Copies 
are also made available (many collected 
by residents of Abbots Leigh) in the surgery, 
Post Office and local pubs and takeaway 
outlets. Prices start from as little as £15 per 
month, so if you want to advertise your busi-
ness, please get in touch. Details inside the 
front cover.

A Poem About Smiling  
by the Late Spike Milligan
(I defy you not to smile when you read this…)

Smiling is infectious

You catch it like the flu

When someone smiled at me today

I started smiling too

I walked around the corner

And someone saw me grin

When he smiled I realised

I had passed it on to him

I thought about the smile

And then realised its worth

A single smile like mine

Could travel round the earth

So if you feel a smile begin

Don’t leave it undetected

Start an epidemic

And get the world infected.

mailto:yogawithsuzie@gmail.com
http://www.suziedelve.com
http://www.suziedelve.com
mailto:suziedelve@gmail.com
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