
 
PILL & EASTON-IN-GORDANO PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Monday 24th February 2020 at 7.30pm at the Resource Centre 
 

M I N U T E S 
 
Present: Cllrs Kent, Langton, Adamson, Davies, Davey, Dawson, Harrison, Ovel, Wraith, Murray 

Stewart (ALPC) & J Smart (Clerk) 
Apologies: Cllrs Hopkins, Rawlings & Stanley  
 
 

Cllr Davies asked Cllr Kent to write to Cllr Stone to ask what his position was with regard to his non-
attendance at Parish Council Meetings. 

 
1. Public Participation  
 
 Mr Roger Collins, Mr Rob Harvey and Mr Martin Berry were present. 
 
2. Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 27th January 2020 (previously circulated) were signed as a 
true record. 

 
3. Declaration of Interests 
 
 None. 
 
4. Ward Councillors Reports  
 
 DD – Had spoken to NSC Enforcement to request a presence at Court Hay Football pitch with regard to 

dog fouling.   
 
 DD advised that from April the bus service through Pill would be hourly.  He was trying to get a better 

service in the peak time (an extra bus or two).   
 
 DD was trying to get the abandoned trailer removed from Underbanks, without much success. 
  
5. MetroWest Update 
 

Standing Orders were suspended so that Rob Harvey and Martin Berry were able to be included in this 
discussion. 

 
BO had studied the MetroWest consultation.  The Development Consent Order had now been sent to the 
Secretary of State for Transport.  NSC was responsible for the section of railway from Portishead to the 
bottom of Rownham Hill.  This was divided into two segments – Portishead to Pill (referred to as disused 
railway).  Network Rail owned sections from Ashton to Pill, then into Portbury Dock.  The budget for Phase 
1 was £116m.  Once operational, NSC would gift the railway to Network Rail.  BO had looked at the section 
within the Parish boundary, and how it might impact the village.  There were two phases – construction 
and operational.  The bulk of the works would take place in Pill.  There would be a section of dual track 
from the tunnel to the dock entrance.  In order to support the construction phase, seven or eight works 
compounds would be made.  A large one would be on Lodway Farm fields (20 acres), and there were 
various other compounds (under Avonmouth Bridge, Avon Road, Memorial Club, Monmouth Road, 
Chapel Pill and under the viaduct).  



 
 
Most of the Lodway Farm access would be from a track in Marsh Lane (Haul Road), this would service the 
compound under the M5 and at Lodway Farm.  1,800 HGV loads in and out had been estimated to remove 
the ballast, which would take 3-6 months.  Construction traffic would travel north towards the port, and 
would not be permitted to travel south.  The ballast would be temporarily dumped in Royal Portbury 
Dock or to Avonmouth and then removed by rail (the third option was to do it all by trucks).  The whole 
programme should take approximately 18 months.  There was another access shown on the plans 
through Trinder Road and into The Breaches (access for workforce).  We would not be able to see a 
Transport Plan until after the scheme had been agreed.  There was a statement that said the Transport 
Plan would be enforced.  BO thought it unlikely that people in the village understood the amount of 
disruption through the village that the scheme would cause.  (8.00pm to 6.00om Monday to Saturday).  
Any concerns could be registered (register by 26th February).  Once registered, you could subsequently 
put in your comments for review.  PK – within 48 hrs need to get as many people as possible the 
information so that they can register and make their comments known.  PK proposed putting something 
on Facebook for residents, leading to the website.  CH concerned that the railway may not go ahead if 
too many residents complain about the Lodway site.  BL stated that the PC had a duty to proceed with 
the least amount of disruption. 
 
MB had dropped 100 leaflets around his area, and had received approximately 20 responses.  He had put 
a link on his email address where people could register to comment.  No letters had been delivered by 
NSC.  He suggested Portbury Dock was used for storage etc.  
 
RH hoped the toad population would survive the route that would be cut across near Penny Brohn.  Not 
so at the Lodway Farm compound – he had looked through the environmental survey, in which the toad 
population on Lodway Farm had been acknowledged, although there was no mention of it in the DCO.  
Lodway Farm had a huge toad population, but MetroWest should be asked to come up with some 
mitigation for this fact.  If they were not excluded from their site and still use their migration routes, the 
toad population would probably not survive a two year construction stage.  BO advised that during his 
reading of the DCO the toads had not been mentioned.  There were two construction compounds close 
together, the one under the M5 was planned to be used a lot less that the one at Lodway Farm.  Suggest 
reduce the scale of Lodway Farm and move it to under the M5. 
 
There would be another couple of weeks work for BO to go through the Environmental Statement.      

 
PK stated that BO had done an amazing job, and thanked all involved for their contributions.  PK proposed 
that every member of the PC needed to register, and make as many people as possible aware that they 
need to register to be able to comment.  Need to let as many people know through social media that they 
only had 48 hours to register.  All agreed.  Things might move quickly, so we needed to have a response 
from the PC ready to try to summarise what the concerns were that we had been speaking about.   
 
SA asked about requesting an extension to the date for registration.  DD thought that this was extremely 
unlikely. 
 
BL asked about the timing of the consultation, but BO advised that this was unclear.  Clerk to find out.  He 
suggested forming a Working Party involving people from outside the PC.   
 
PK would draft something tonight, reminding people to register.  Action PK/BL/Clerk. 
 

6. Neighbourhood Plan 
 

MS gave an update on the Neighbourhood Plan.  He circulated copies of a document containing all the 
policies that would be contained within the Plan.  The NP was now virtually complete.  Celia Dring (NSC) 
had sent some minor comments.  It had gone to the design consultants, and looking to get it printed at 
the end of this month.  Local consultation began on April 6th – posters, businesses, website etc. The 
consultation would end in the middle of May, come back to PC end of May.  Submit to NSC in June. 
 



 
PK asked if MS could attend the APM on Thursday 9th April.  MS agreed with was a good idea.  PK thanked 
MS for his hard work on this project. 
 

7. Court Hay Dog Ban 
 

LD reported on this.  There was already an order in place for dogs to be on leads on the football pitch at 
Court Hay.  All orders up for renewal in October.  Need to decide as a PC whether to introduce a complete 
ban, and to have permission from the Church trustees, which we already had.  BO stated there were a 
number of people who use the field responsibly, and was totally against a total ban. 
 
DD proposed a request be sent to NSC requesting a total ban PSPO at Court Hay Football Pitch.  CH 
seconded.  A vote was taken -  Six for, two against.  Carried.  Action Clerk. 
 
BL suggested a commitment from the PC that it does something in order to make sure that there was still 
access to the Churchyard from Court Hay.   

 
8. Marking the death of a Senior National Figure 
 
 Discuss in March. 
 
9. Crime & Disorder  
 

 DD advised that someone had been charged for the stabbing in North Grove.  The case would be going 
to Crown Court in October. 

 
10. Action Log & Clerk’s Report  
 
 Previously circulated. 
 
11. Maintenance & Highways Issues 
 
 None. 
 
12. Reports from Working Parties and Committee Meetings:- 
 

i) Playing Fields & Open Spaces (including Footpaths) – As above (Court Hay dog ban). 
ii) Environment & Climate Change Emergency  -  BL had proposed to spend some money on pond 

liners (approx. £140).  All agreed. 
iii) Highways & Transport – No report. 
iv) Website & Social Media – No report. 

 
13. Reports of meetings with outside bodies and other organisations 

 
None. 
 

14. Correspondence requiring action not covered elsewhere 
 
 None. 
 
15. Meetings Calendar for 2020-2021 
 
 The Clerk had circulated the draft meeting calendar for 2020-2021. 
 
 Put notice of APM on 9th April in the Village Voice. 
 
16. Accounts for Payment 



 

 PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 
   
E-on Unmetered Electricity Supply DD 01/01/20 - 31/01/20 280.28 

EDF Energy Pavilion Electricity - February Direct Debit 24.00 

EDF Energy Spout & Steps - February Direct Debit 7.00 

Onecom Phone Bill - February Direct Debit 23.93 

JRB Enterprise 10,000 Dog Bags 157.20 

Quay Digital 1,200 Climate Change Leaflet 156.00 

Quay Digital Village Voice - March Issue 787.00 

GB Sport & Leisure Play Equipment Inspections in August, Sept & Jan 378.00 

Bowcom Football Clubs Grass Paint 145.20 

Totol Cleaning Changing Rooms cleaning x 3 108.00 

Nigel Antolic Village Voice distribution & leaflet inserts 60.00 

K&E Property Maintenance Dog & Litter Bin Emptying x 5 550.00 

K&E Property Maintenance Brookside Repairs & Jenny's Meadow Sign fitting 250.00 

Viking Direct Stationery 5.72 

Konica Minolta Photocopier Copies 12/11/19 - 11//02/20 118.14 

Precision Carpentry & Build Removal & replacement of door and frame at Ham Green 1,430.00 

Children/Young People's P'Ship Final 2 x Quarterly Grant 8,000.00 

J Smart Salary 1,458.93 

HMRC PAYE 430.98 

Bath & NE Somerset Council Pension Contributions 491.22 

J Smart Expenses 193.39 
   

TOTAL  £15,054.99 
 
 ND proposed approval of the Accounts for Payment.  TW seconded.  Approved.  Action Clerk. 
 
17. Issues for future meetings 
 
 None. 


