
 
PILL & EASTON-IN-GORDANO PARISH COUNCIL 

VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL & COMMITTEES 
Tuesday 16th June 2020 at 7.00pm 

 

M I N U T E S 
 
Present:  Cllrs Kent, Langton, Adamson, Davies, Harrison, Ovel, Rawlings, Wraith & J Smart (Clerk) 
Apologies: Cllrs Hopkins & King 
 

RESOLUTION FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE SUPPLEMENTARY STANDING ORDERS: 

 

To resolve to adopt Supplementary Standing Orders to meet the statutory requirements for the holding of remote 

meetings, and this lasts until 7th May 2021 or the repeal of legislation whichever is the earlier. 

 

All agreed. 

 
1. Co-option of Ciaran O’Reilly 
 
 CO introduced himself and explained his interest in joining the Parish Council.  CO was formally co-opted onto 

the Parish Council. 
 
2. Public Participation 
 
 None.   
 
3. Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 
 

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Monday 24th February 2020 (copy previously circulated) 
were accepted.  PK to sign and return to Clerk when appropriate. 

 
4. Declaration of Interests 
 
 None. 
 
5. Crime & Disorder 
 
 Sue Mountstevens (A&S Police) had sent a letter and the Clerk had circulated to all members.  This was noted, 

but BO thought the letter was disappointing and did not address the lack of social distancing during the events 
noted in the letter.  PK wondered whether the letter should be shared with the public on the website or take it 
any further as a point of public information.  Agreed. 

 
6. Action Log & Clerk’s Report 
              
 See attached. 
  
7. Maintenance & Highways Issues  
 
 Newsome Avenue would be resurfaced in July. 
 

BO asked why pedestrian path markings had been painted on the bridge near Marsh Lane, but stopped on one 
side of the road just before the bridge then you had to cross over the road to get to the other path.  DD advised 
this was the best solution at present. 
 
DD reported that at long last the J19 works were due to start work on 29th June.  The gas main would be 
moved, then the inside lane would be for the sole use of the services and Pill.  He was trying to get HE to clear 
the footpath that runs around the outside of the services and comes out in Marsh Lane, which would be safer 
than walking to the docks over the J19 roundabout. 

 



8. Neighbourhood Plan 
 

MS had been unable to join the meeting, but BL reported on this.  MS had circulated an email to update all 
members.  He had been in conversation with Celia Dring of NSC.  The consultation period would need to be 
extended until 12th September.  There were quite a few typos and minor errors which had now been amended 
and more copies ordered from Quay Digital.  Please contact MS for a copy if required.  He was very keen that 
Parish Councillors should read the plan and comment on it.  There would be a page and a questionnaire in the 
Village Voice if it was published again in September.  This was likely but not certain. 
 
TR had been using the Facebook account for the PC, and had been able to get a 2k reach for about £25.00 
within the geographical area of the Parish.  He would work with MS to create the questionnaire.  BL working 
with people for Low Carbon Gordano to try to get more engagement – they would be delighted with those 
numbers.  If anybody had any good photos of the area, this would be helpful.  BL suggested asking Liz Milner.  
PK thanked TR for his work on this. 
 
BL asked if it was on the website yet.  TR advised he would post a new one, as posts drop off quickly.  He would 
check with MS. 
 
MS had asked that all members talk to friends, neighbours to ask them to look at and comment on the plan.  
There were three main issues that people may want to comment on: - Issue 1 – affordable housing (the need 
for); 2 - The Precinct; 3 - Ham Green site and proposals for new care homes. 
 
MS needed a comment from the PC welcoming and endorsing it in an official way.  PK would draft a response.  
Action PK. 
 
MS suggested there should be a post-script to the plan in response to the Covid-19 outbreak – walking, cycling, 
protection of local open spaces etc.  MS would draft something for approval.  Action MS. 
 
The latest NSC update mentioned possibilities for improvements to shopping areas, and MS thought there may 
be funding available to do this in the precinct. 
 
Action All:  Councillors were encouraged to write individually to MS expressing support for the NP in areas of 
personal interest.  
 

9. M5 Junction 19 Update 
 
 See above (Item 7). 
 
10. MetroWest Update 
 

The Clerk had circulated an update, where some of the PC’s concerns had been addressed.  BO did not know 
where the ‘high level of agreement’ statement had come from.  The PC’s concerns were more detailed and 
there were some areas where there was no agreement.  BO thought there would be more opportunity to 
comment and discuss issues.  He did not know what the timeframe was and how long the PC had to agree on 
concerns.  PK thought this was highlighting the need to have a meeting with MetroWest regarding the issues.  
BL suggested perhaps respond to MetroWest stating that the PC would not be able to agree common ground at 
the moment, and would like to have a meeting with them once they had produced a draft statement of 
common ground for the PC to agree on, putting the mitigation forward in the response.  BL – the road access 
and impact on the field had not been properly addressed, and both parties needed to find the correct solution 
to these issues.  BL – have a duty as a PC to make sure the impact to the Parish is a minimal as possible.  PK 
would draft a letter to MetroWest saying what was causing us concern.  Agreed.  Action PK. 

 
11. The Village Voice 
 

There was an issue about when the VV might be returning to publication, which could be in September.  BL 
thought that Jo Smith happy to produce an 8-page issue in September.  This would possibly without advertising, 
but this would not be a big problem financially.  

 
12. Rights of Way Improvement Plan Consultation 
 

CH reported on this.  NSC was updating its Rights of Way Improvement Plan.  Opportunity to include Looking 
for Lost Ways.  Needs to in by 1st September, and the PC needed to put forward any paths that it wanted 



included.  CH had put together plan.  Idea being put it out to the village with a specific footpaths committee 
email address.  Choose top ten paths.  May find there were other footpaths that could be included, although 
perhaps at a later date.  All agreed.  BL asked if there was any way to get a footpath to Abbots Leigh.  Clerk 
advised that Martin Walker of Abbots Leigh Parish Council was also investigating this.  Action CH. 

 
13. Schools’ Planning for September 
 

PK updated members on this. 
 
Following discussion, it was agreed to contact the local schools ask if they needed help, and if so, what.  PK 
would write to Head Teachers of schools with a view to setting up a remote meeting to discuss ongoing 
problems.  Action PK. 

 
14. New Councillor Recruitment 
 

TR had drafted an article about becoming a Parish Councillor.  Please let him know if any feedback.  Clerk to 
circulate.  This would hopefully encourage more people to apply.  Asked for photos of Resource Centre, 
meetings etc.  Action All. 

 
15. Reports of meetings with outside bodies and other organisations 
 

BL – the Biodiversity and Carbon Capture Group had been looking at rewilding sites around the village.  The 
Group would be coming back to the PC in July with an outline plan for approval.  This would then be sent to 
NSC.  Action BL.   

  
16. Approval of Annual Governance Statement 2019-2020 
 

The completed Annual Governance Statement for 2019-2020 (previously circulated) was approved.  Action 
PK/Clerk. 

 
17. Approval of Annual Accounting Statements 2019-2020 
 
 The completed Accounting Statements for 2019-2020 (previously circulated) were approved.  Action PK/Clerk. 
 
18. Accounts for Payment 
  

PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

   
E-on Unmetered Electricity Supply DD 01/05/20 - 31/05/20 265.30 

EDF Energy Pavilion Electricity - June Direct Debit 24.00 

EDF Energy Spout & Steps -June Direct Debit 8.00 

Onecom Phone Bill - June Direct Debit 19.85 

Water2Business Ham Green Water Services 05/12/19 - 29/04/20 66.91 

GB Sport & Leisure Annual Playground Inspection x 3 288.00 

K&E Property Maintenance Bin Emptying Retainer 200.00 

Noel Ayling Internal Audit Fee 110.00 

Fiddes & Son T/A Bowcom Football Clubs Grass Paint 145.20 

Healthmatic Dog Bin Emptying x 8 weeks 672.00 

Konica Minolta Photocopier Rental 16/03 - 15/06 77.54 

T Rawlings Facebook Ads Expenses 20.58 

P&D Childrens’ Partnership First Quarter Annual Grant 4,500.00 

Pill Community Foundation First Half Annual Grant 4,000.00 

J Smart Expenses 160.83 

J Smart Salary 1,467.69 

HMRC Tax & NIC Contributions 420.43 

Bath & NE Somerset Council Pension Contributions 507.90 

      

TOTAL  £12,954.23 
 
 



 
 
19. Ward Councillor Reports (including Coronavirus update) 
 

DD – was still trying to find out what First Bus was planning.  The company was talking about changing the 
service again from 5th July.  The passenger capacity was 20% of what is was previously, so this could cause 
difficulties due to shortage of buses. 

 
DD advised that going on public transport was not a good idea, and this would also encourage a lot more car 
use.  Is was likely that in September more people would be taking their children to school by car.  Perhaps the 
PC should investigate ‘school streets’, where there is a block on the road for an hour in the morning and the 
afternoon, apart from for use by residents.  BL suggested this matter could be raised with Crockerne School 
when contacting.  Action DD/Agenda July. 

 
20. Issues for future meetings 
 
 None. 
 
21. Planning Committee Meeting 
 

 No planning applications had been received. 
 
 Approvals attached. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………. 
 
Date:  ……………………………………………………………. 
 


