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A Panto to be Proud of! 
Babes in the Wood
I have reviewed all of J19’s pantos but I warn 
you this may be somewhat different – I just 
might run out of superlatives this year.

Written by John Yates and adapted by Heidi 
Gedge and Fi Palmer, Babes in the Wood hit 
the heights in every category. From minute one 
the packed hall at Easton–in–Gordano was a 
continuous round of laughter, booing, hissing, 
banter and impromptu singing as the dazzling 
show flowed slickly with competent and confi-
dent performances from the large cast.

Backed by wonderful scenery and light-
ing, immaculately timed music and superb 
costumes, the players, both seasoned and 
youngsters, seemed inspired by the reception. 
Flawless presentation left prompt Bernadette 
Tucker with nothing to do (except for one 
occasion, which, in itself got a big laugh!)

Pip Gale and Linda Thorne, as Shire Witch 
and Sheriff of Nottingham respectively, whilst 
sharing the booing should have been cheered 
for their snarling performances worthy of East-
enders. Jill Coleman, doubling as Witch Naggy 

and King Richard contributed her customary 
polish and Lucy Byrne was a strong presence 
as Queen Desdemona, perhaps deserving of 
higher billing in future.

It was inevitable that Robin Hood should 
feature (always does) thankfully because it 
gave Lewis Furlong a chance to shine. This 
lad is someone to watch with his confidence 
and engaging manner giving him a maturity 
beyond his youth.

The laughs came from two main sources; 
Toyle and Trouble, aka Rob Harvey and Dave 
Parry, proving a great new comic partnership, 
backed by Jolly (Dick Jones) and Nanny Nora 
(Eddy Martin – already acknowledged Dame of 
Pill). A smart piece of adlib, when Eddy came 
in too soon, looked genuine but it had actually 
happened the previous (continues on page 2)
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performance and, 
like true pros, they had kept it in. Terrific.

I believe J19 is one of the best things to happen 
in our village for some time. Amateur dramatics 
have been revived after the loss of E–i–G’s play-
ers, carrying on Pill’s great tradition of making 
its own entertainment. The best benefit is giving 
youngsters the opportunity to express themselves, 
gain skills and confidence. On top of that, many 
good causes have received thousands in fund-
ing. What’s not to love about them?

Pat Derrick

Editorial
We have a welcome return of the Pill Music 
Festival to look forward to this month, with 
many local events through the week. There’s 
something for everyone, so hope you’ll be able 
to add your support.

One of the big advantages of our new paper 
is not just being able to include more local 
items, but also some photos. I hope some of 
Liz Milner’s great collection of the panto do it 
justice in print here, as it really was a colourful, 
and excellent, production. Well done to all 
connected with it!

I’m delighted that Lin Matthews has agreed 
to work with me on the paper going forward, 
developing new ideas and following up items 
of interest. Many of you will know Lin from the 

(continued from front page)
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numerous things she has enthusiastically immersed 
herself in already since she moved to the village in 
September 2014. Lin tells me she has never lived 
anywhere like Pill and wishes she’d discovered 
us years ago! She says, “Pill is a little bit of magic”. 
So, if you have ideas or suggestions for things you 
think could be included going forward – either ad 
hoc or regular, please let us know, either by email-
ing me, or leaving something in the file which Lin 
will put in the Resource Centre.

Deadline for April paper is Friday 13 March. I 
always look forward to hearing from you.

Advertising deadline is Wednesday 11 March 
(but earlier is always better if you can!).

Jo Smith (Editor)

Can You Help Us At Miller’s Close?
We need some additional helpers on Friday 
mornings at Miller’s Close, where we provide 
what for many is the only opportunity to get 
out and socialise with others each week. It’s a 
friendly gathering with a nice meal, but we could 
do with some extra hands. You won’t need to 
commit to every week, but any help you can 
give will be sincerely appreciated. To find out 
more, please call Win Mackenzie on 373292.

Help Pill Look Blooming 
Marvellous!
Pill in Bloom has been established since the 
1980s as a sub–group of the Parish Council. A 
group of volunteers plants up and maintains a 
number of tubs and containers around the vil-
lage for all to enjoy through the year. You may 
have appreciated the splash of summer colour 
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BT + Sky Sports

Free WiFi

kingsheadpill@talktalk.net
3 Heywood Road, Pill BS20 0HT

Traditional Pub
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KINGS
HEAD

down by the creek, or on the Green.
There are some additional projects in the pipe-

line to further enhance our village with colour 
and greenery, but we will need some more like–
minded helpers to lend their hands. This needn’t 
be a regular commitment (though that would be 
nice!), but may be a willingness to participate in 
some ad hoc working parties to clear ground, 
plant etc. It’s a lovely way to make new friends 
and get some fresh air and exercise. If you would 
be interested in finding out more please contact 
me on josmith0704@gmail.com or 374897.

Crockerne Pill & District History 
Society
All meetings are held on the third Thursday of 
the month at Pill Memorial Club in the down-
stairs main hall, commencing at 7.30pm.

On 19 March we will hold our Annual General 
Meeting, followed by a slide show of local his-
tory photographs from Michael Tozer’s extensive 
collection, presented by Maggi Stowers.

FFI about the Society, contact Maggi on 373887.

mailto:josmith0704@gmail.com
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Community Benefit Fund Open 
For Grant Applications
The Megawatt Community Energy Fund is now 
open for applications from community groups for 
grants. The fund, which distributes money con-
tributed by the Community Benefit Funds of Low 
Carbon Gordano and the Bristol Energy Co–op, is 
managed by the Quartet organisation in Bristol.

Grants of up to £5000 are available to groups in 
the greater Bristol area for projects that will reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, save money and bring 
community benefit. Projects involving LED lighting, 
vegetable growing, energy advice, arts events, 
solar PV systems have all benefited in the past. Go to  
www.quartetcf.org.uk/grant–programmes/ 
megawatt–community–energy–grants to find out 
more.

Solar PV – Find Out The Facts
Come along to the Community Centre at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 12 March and find out 
more about solar PV and how you might be 
able to afford a system.

Pill Music Festival – 25–29 March
Originating in 2009 due to the enthusiasm and 
drive of Chris Roach, Pill Music Festival has 
become another successful event in the vil-
lage calendar.

There has been a gap of several years since 
the last one, however the good news is that Pill 
Music Festival is going ahead again this year at 
various venues around the village, featuring a 
host of quality local talent.

Wednesday 25 March – Pill Festival Band at 
St George’s Church Hall.

Thursday 26 March – An evening of various 
and varied local Ukulele bands: ‘Pauline’s 
Pluckers’, ‘The Rhynes’ and from Bath ‘The 
Mother Pluckers’ at Pill Community Centre.

Friday 27 March – Gordano Folk Club, a 
wide range of folk music from some of the best 
local amateur performers.

Saturday 28 March – Various music workshops 
during the day, aimed at encouraging anyone 
to start or continue learning to play or sing. Also, 
performances in the afternoon and early evening 
from Pill Community Choir and the village aca-
pella group ‘The Mudlarks’ and from 8pm at the 

https://quartetcf.org.uk/grant-programmes/megawatt-community-energy-grants/
https://quartetcf.org.uk/grant-programmes/megawatt-community-energy-grants/
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Memorial Club the Bee Gees tribute act.
Sunday 29 March – Churches together at the 

Memorial Club followed by ‘Jazz in the Afternoon’ 
at Lodway Cricket with ‘Afterhours’ and friends.

Most events will be free entry or run at cost 
(except for the Bee Gees, which is £8, and the 
workshops), with any money raised going to 
encourage and support, through the Festival 
Band, the teaching and playing of music by 
youngsters in the village. Look out for more 
details around the village, on Facebook and 
the Festival Band website (www.pfb.org.uk), 
also on the Parish Council website: 
www.pillandeastoningordano.org/events-calendar

Pill Festival Band 
Music Festival Concert

We are delighted to be opening The Pill Music 
Festival this year.   The Pill Festival Band evolved 
from the Music Festival, hence our name, and this 
year we are celebrating 10 years of playing. Our 
Music Festival concert will be on Wednesday 25 
March at St George’s Church Hall, 7–9.30pm.  We 
have never played there before and are really 

looking forward to it.  The concert will be fun for all 
the family. Loads of tunes most people will recog-
nise, including Harry Potter, Frozen, Disney movie 
themes, Pixar movie themes and The Greatest 
Showman.   Well known traditional classical num-
bers will also be in the programme, so something 
for all ages.  Free entry but donations welcome to 
help support the youth and community musical 
opportunities provided by the band.

Gordano Folk Club
In association with Pill Music Festival there will 
be a “One–Off” Acoustic Session on Friday 
27 March, 8pm at the Cruising Club in Pump 
Square. Old friends, new faces – players, sing-
ers or anyone just wanting to watch – all are 
welcome. Enquiries to Ray 07585 228713.

Easton–in–Gordano WI
On 4 March we will have a talk entitled “Working 
on BBC’s Casualty”.  We welcome any ladies and 
guests to join us in St George’s Church Hall, on 
the first Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm.  

Our Craft Group is going from strength to 
strength and dates this month are 10 and 24 
March, 10am–12 noon.

Twenty–five years ago, as the result of a WI 
initiative to get people walking, a group was 
formed amongst members. This group is still 
walking on Tuesdays, 10am–12 noon, and 
although not all walkers are WI members, they 
would welcome anyone who would like to 
have a 4–5–mile local walk to join them. Dogs 
are welcome on walks but are their owner’s 
responsibility, particularly in fields with livestock.

For details of 
other news and 
events around 
the parish, visit 
pillandeaston 
ingordano.org

Smart Heating  
& Gas Services

Call Terry on 
Pill 376313 
or 07964 304337

· Boiler Service · Repairs 
· Breakdowns 
· Combi Boiler Installation 
· Hobs & Cookers Installed 
· Fires Serviced 
· Landlord Certificates 
· Gas Safety Checks · Heating 
· Plumbing · Free Estimates 
· Fully Insured

562456

Capricorn DIY 
Services

Jamie Gibbard

• Painting and 
Decorating

• General DIY

07791 546 976
jamiegibbard@hotmail.com

http://www.pfb.org.uk
https://pillandeastoningordano.org/events-calendar/
https://pillandeastoningordano.org/
https://pillandeastoningordano.org/
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The Christmas Lights Draw
Congratulations go to Pat Grindon, who won 
first prize of £75 and to Michael Tuckwell who 
won second prize of £25 in January’s draw. Also 
to Mrs J Maggs (Pill Day Care Centre) who won 
first and Di Pritchard who won second prize in 
February’s draw.

If you wish to join the club, please sign up in 
the Resource Centre. It’s a one–off payment of 
£24 for a calendar year (cheques payable to 
Pill Christmas Lights). Your name is entered into 
a monthly draw with the chance of winning first 
prize of £75 or second prize of £25, except the 
December draw which has first and second 
prizes of £500 and £100.

Holocaust Memorial Day  
2020 Event
Many local people turned out for the Holo-
caust Memorial Day 2020 (HMD) event at the 
Salvation Army Hall on 27 January. The event 
was arranged to mark the 75th anniversary of 
the liberation of Auschwitz–Birkenau and the 
25th anniversary of the genocide in Bosnia.

Wendy Martineau, local songwriter, set the 
tone for the evening with a song she had writ-
ten especially for the occasion ‘The Locket of 
Lily Ebert’ (Holocaust survivor). Over sixty pupils 
(aged 8–11) from Crockerne School took part 
in the local HMD 2020 ‘Stand Together’ artworks 
competition. Young people from the Salvation 
Army ‘Friday Night Live’ Youth Group also took 
part (age 12+ category). Winners were selected 
and prizes awarded by two local judges.

Peninah Achieng–Kindberg spoke about her 
visit to Rwanda and the 25th anniversary of the 

genocide there. She helped us understand how 
the genocide came about and also the steps 
taken to rebuild the country and avoid any further 
rise of hatred between ethnic and other groups.

The Community Choir, led by Wendy Ser-
geant, closed the evening with Jewish and 
other relevant songs and the audience had an 
opportunity to join in. Attendees enjoyed light 
refreshments while perusing the artworks and 
selecting the ’People’s Choice’. 

The HMD organising group would like to thank 
the Community Forum for a grant which made 
the event possible and all those who contrib-
uted in gift or kind.

Mindful Art
Mindful art sessions will be delivered on the 
last Sunday of the month at St George’s Hall in 
Easton–in–Gordano. The first session will be on 
Sunday 29 March between 3pm and 7pm.

We will be learning mindfulness techniques and 
we will be creating individual sketch–book work 
to take home, experimenting with mark making, 
drawing, ink resist, drawing in flow, mixed media 
and collage and some simple printing tech-
niques. All kitchen table art techniques that can 
be repeated at home. Refreshments, a seasonal 
supper and all art materials will be provided.

Booking is required. More details are online – 
www.victoriasaunderscreative.co.uk

The American Professor
I am Chloe Clarke. I live in Easton–in–Gordano 
and I have just had my first novel ‘The Amer-
ican Professor’ published. It has a science/
university background and it is about a young 

KING TREE 
SERVICES

Fully Insured 
Free Quotations 

Contact Josh King:    
e: contact@kingtreebristol.com    t: 01275 375180

WWW.KINGTREEBRISTOL.COM

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGERY & 
ARBORICULTURAL PRACTICES FOR 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 

http://www.victoriasaunderscreative.co.uk
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4 Bank Place, Pill, Bristol BS20 0AH
Tel: 01275 374215

Mob: 07989 438744

Find us on Facebook
‘The Style Room’ at No.4 �

THE STYLE ROOM
@ NO. 4

THE STYLE ROOM
@ NO. 4

man who gets himself into all sorts of trouble by 
his foolish actions, till his world explodes about 
him. He is rescued by the one who is always 
there but who he never notices.

The Resource Centre has a few copies for 
sale, £10.99 in paperback. If you read my book, 
I hope you will enjoy it.

Coming Soon To Pill – The 
Creative Cabinet 
And We Need Volunteers!

‘The Creative Cabinet’ is an inter–generational 
project to marry the skills of those semi–retired 
and retired with the creative minds of children. 
The project will run over a day, led by DBS 
checked teachers, and will see the children 
write a book in a day with the help and guid-
ance of volunteers.

The volunteers will all be trained, and the 
supervision of the children will be the respon-
sibility of the Creative Cabinet team. Our 
intention is to encourage creativity, conversa-
tion and connection between the young and 
the old(er).

If you would be interested in volunteer-
ing some time during the Easter holidays 
(likely to be around 14–16 April – dates to 
be confirmed), please get in touch with me, 
Kelly, either by mobile 07920749079 or email  
challisteacher@gmail.com

Seed Swap At The Community 
Market 
Followed by a Foraging Walk

Come along to the Community Market 10am–
12 noon on Saturday 28 March and bring any 
excess seeds (collected or bought, vegetables 
and/or flowers) to the SPAD stall to exchange or 
donate. Native plants available for a donation.

Plus, nettle soup for tasting and seasonal 
recipes to share, followed by an informal short 
foraging walk in the afternoon, meeting at 
2.30pm under the arches. For anyone – espe-
cially those with some knowledge to share, 
followed by cutting back and weeding out the 
‘tasty’ nettles around the newly planted hazels 
at Jenny’s meadow at 3.30pm. All welcome. 

Kelly French Professional

Foot CareFoot Care
Treatment in the  

comfort of  
your own home

For the professional treatment of:
· Corns · Callus
· Fungal and Thickened Nails
· Cracked Heels · Nail Trimming
· Athletes Foot · Ingrowing Toe Nails
· Qualified in Keryflex
A fixable nail restoration with the 
appearance of a natural nail

Contact Kelly on 07896 152413
Email kelly_french_4@hotmail.com
S.A.C. Dip. (Foot Health Practitioner)

You can 
now book 

appointments  

on THURSDAYS at  

The Style Room,  

No 4, Pill 

01275 374215

Pill Property Solutions
FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS  

AND PROPERTY REPAIRS
 Carpentry  Painting & Decorating 

 Kitchens  Bathrooms 
 Tiling  Fencing  Extensions

All our tradesmen are fully qualified 
and all work is guaranteed

35 years experience in the carpentry 
and building industry

Telephone Rob 07864 384454

mailto:challisteacher@gmail.com
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Community Connect  hold a drop–in at Pill Resource Cen-
tre on the first Monday of each month between 10–11.30am. 
Community Connect is a service for people over 50 living in 
North Somerset who would like information, advice or guid-
ance to help them stay living independently at home. We are 
the social prescribers in North Somerset and are able to sup-
port you to stay connected within your community. If you are 
looking for information feel free to drop–in or you can contact 
us by email at communityconnect@curo–group.co.uk  

Pill Table Tennis Club  Join us on a Thursday, 2–4pm at 
the Community Centre for a friendly game of table tennis.  No 
minimum standard required, £2 per session. Get some exer-
cise and make some new friends!  FFI Stanley Peschel 372955. 

Pill Friday Club  meets every Friday in Pill Memorial Club 
dance hall. Doors open 2pm. New members very welcome. 
Come for a cup of tea/coffee, a game of bingo plus a raffle. 
FFI ring 373120.

Lego Club  at Pill Library and Children’s Centre on Satur-
days from 11am–12 noon.  Children aged 4–11 and their 
parents/carers are welcome to come along: we provide the 
Lego; you bring your imagination!  FFI contact Pill Library on 
01934 426070.

Easton–in–Gordano WI  meetings on the first Wednes-
day of each month in St George’s Church Hall, 7.30pm.

Parkinson’s Support Group  meets on the second Sat-
urday of each month for an informal coffee morning at St 
Francis Church Hall in Nailsea, 10.30am to 12.15pm, and 
all those with Parkinson’s, those who are caring for them 
and their families and friends are welcome. Transport (free 
or subsidised) can usually be provided for those who 
would otherwise be unable to attend. Enquiries: Pat King-
ton 01934 834060.

Crockerne Pill & District History Society  meetings 
are held on the third Thursday of March, April, May, Septem-
ber, October and November in Pill Memorial Club in the 
downstairs main hall commencing 7.30pm FFI Maggi Stow-
ers 373887.

Craftea & Coffee and F.r.I.e.n.D.S Together  – please 
note there will be no group meetings during March. Further 
details of new arrangements in April’s paper. 

Miller’s Close  Fridays, 9.30am–2.30pm.  Young at heart 
and looking for good company for a couple of hours?  You 
will receive a warm welcome and a good meal. We can 
arrange transport if you need it.  Contact Win Mackenzie 
373292 for more details.

Crockerne Men’s Group  meets on the second Thursday 
of every month in the Community Centre, from 9.45am. FFI 
David Billington 372329.

Join us at Christ Church  on the second and fourth 
Monday each month for open house, with soup and a roll, 
followed by tea and cake, 12 noon –1.30pm. We have a 
prayer meeting at 9.30am on the first Monday of each 
month and an Ecumenical prayer meeting on the last Sat-
urday each month at 9.30am.

Baptist Ladies Fellowship  meets at Millers Close every 
Monday at 2.30pm to enjoy an interesting talk, a cup of tea 
and a chat. One of the organisations for many years con-
nected to the Baptist Church, but when that closed moved 
to Millers Close, where they will give a warm welcome to 
anyone wishing to join them.

Pill Lunch Club  Thursdays, Community Centre.  A lovely 
hot lunch, together with a warm welcome.  If anyone can 
spare a couple of hours to help out – not necessarily every 
week – then we would be delighted to hear from you.  Fur-
ther details from Moira Worgan, on 373754.

Pill Community Market  last Saturday of every 
month except December at the Community Centre, 
10am–12 noon.  FFI contact Emma Shepherd email  
pill.community.market@gmail.com

Flower Bank Monthly Walks  more info  
www.flowerbank.org.uk, email admin@flowerbank.org.uk or 
contact Bob on 373750. 

Pill Goldies  meet at Millers Close Community Room 
from 2–3pm on Thursday afternoons. “Goldies” enjoy a 
one hour, fun sing–a–long session to the music of the 50s, 
60s and 70s. FFI Abby Rakes on 01761 470006 or email  
hiho@golden–oldies.org.uk. See www.golden–oldies.org.uk 

Whist Drive  Tuesday afternoons at Miller’s Close Commu-
nity Room, 1.30–4.30pm.  FFI 373402.

The Leaf Restaurant  opens its doors every term time 
Thursday. For a menu, and to book a table at this fabulous 
establishment run entirely by the dedicated hospitality staff 
and students at St Katherine’s School, email Bev Williams 
williamsb@skdrive.org or telephone 373737.

Movement To Music  Age UK Somerset offers an EXTEND 
class, suitable for both men and women, on Wednesdays at 
10.30am at the Community Centre.  FFI, contact Nikki Smith 
07530 777895, email nikki.smith@ageuksomerset or visit 
our website www.ageuksomerset.org.uk.

Things to do, places to go, people to see…

For details of other news and events around the parish, visit pillandeastoningordano.org

mailto:communityconnect@curo-group.co.uk
mailto:pill.community.market@gmail.com
mailto:admin@flowerbank.org.uk
mailto:hiho@golden-oldies.org.uk
http://www.golden-oldies.org.uk
mailto:williamsb@skdrive.org
mailto:nikki.smith@ageuksomerset
http://www.ageuksomerset.org.uk
https://pillandeastoningordano.org/
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All Amateur Artists’ Group  meet at Brackenwood 
Garden Centre, 2–4pm on the second and fourth Mon-
day each month, 2–4pm.  FFI Steve Crossley 376935 or 
07733055091 steve@crossley34.plus.com

Pill Gardening Club  Third Wednesday of each month, 
7.30pm at St George’s Church Hall.  FFI Mike James, 01275 
568605 mike.ofd@sky.com or visit the club’s site www.pil-
landdistrictgardeningclub.co.uk

Pill Festival Band  every Monday night during school 
term time at Pill Memorial Club.  Beginner band 6–6.45pm, 
training band 6.30–7.45pm and performance band 7.30–
8pm.  All orchestral and concert band instruments welcome.  
FFI Rachel Woollatt rachelwoollatt@gmail.com.

Yoga Classes  build strength and flexibility whilst learning 
to quiet the mind and relieve stress and anxiety.  Join one 
of three regular Yoga classes in the village with experienced 
and qualified local teacher Suzie Delve, 07717307812, 
yogawithsuzie@gmail.com, www.facebook.com/suziedelve

Zumba  dance fitness to great music from all over the world. 
Tuesdays 6.30pm at Pill Community Centre. £5. Just turn up 
with water and a sense of humour! FFI Marie 0117 963 4104 
www.bristoldancezumba.co.uk

Portbury WI  third Tuesday each month at 7.30pm at Port-
bury Village Hall. FFI call Daphne Vise – 01275 372644.

Gordano Footpath Group  Walks of different dis-
tances each month, for a range of abilities.  Further 
details from Ian Donovan (01275 848024) or Christine 
Scruby (01275 817139), or by visiting our website at  
www.gordano–footpath–group.org.uk. 

Abbots Leigh WI  meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month (except August) at 7.30pm in Abbots Leigh Village 
Hall. All welcome, contact Donna 375378.

Quiz  on the first Thursday every month at The Anchor, Ham 
Green, from 7.30pm for Pill–based Penny Brohn UK. Teams 
of up to six, £2.50 per person. Winners bag a bottle of bub-
bly. Food available.

Pill Photography Group  is a small gathering of peo-
ple who have photography in common and meet once a 
month to help each other with our cameras. We have a 
mix of people with a wide range knowledge of all sorts. FFI 
07791588380.

St George’s Church Hall , Easton–in–Gordano, for hire 
at reasonable rates. With very good car parking, it lends 
itself equally to private functions, social groups and clubs, 
dance and sporting activities, teaching and rehearsing and 
is suitable for use by all ages.  FFI Wendy Moncrieffe on 
373481. 

Pill Community Centre  offers flexible and affordable 
space for the community and is an excellent venue for all 
sorts of events. There are rooms to suit any kind of meeting 
or activity, and excellent kitchen facilities.  Contact Lesley on 
372745 or email info.pillcommunitycentre@gmail.com for 
more information.

Pill Community Choir  Is a warm and friendly group 
which meets on Tuesday evenings 7.45–9.15pm in the 
Community Centre.  We sing songs in four–part unac-
companied harmony which we learn by ear, so no music 
reading is needed and there are no auditions.  To book a 
free taster or for more information email sergeant.wendy@
gmail.com or visit www.wendysergeant.com.

Pill Walkers  leave St George’s Church Hall car park at 
10am on Tuesdays. Open to all ages and abilities. FFI Ann 
Brain 01275 374867 annembrain@gmail.com

Stitch Away Stress  Knit/Crochet & Natter Group for 
those affected by or supporting someone with an invisible 
illness or disability. We meet on Tuesday evenings, 7.30–
9.30pm.  Please come along and join us, just for a natter, 
or to learn.  You will be made very welcome. Please bring 
along what are you already working on, or for learners we 
have plenty of wool and needles. Contact Luanne Gibbons 
for more details on 07584060297.

Karate Club  St Katherine’s School, Mondays and Thurs-
days (term time) 6.30–7.30pm for juniors (under 12) £4; 
7.30–8.30pm seniors £5. Come and join us, everything 
from contest to self–defence FFI 07791588380.

Country Dancing  Come and join a friendly group of 
ladies on Mondays, 2.30–4pm in St George’s Church Hall.  
No experience needed – tuition given.  All welcome.  

Short Mat Bowls  at The Community Centre, Tuesdays 
7.30–9.30pm and Wednesdays 2.30–4.30pm, September 
to April.  Tuition available if required.  All equipment sup-
plied but flat–bottomed footwear must be worn.  Annual 
subscription is £5 and £2 per session green fees, includ-
ing refreshments. Come along and have a go!  We are a 
friendly, mixed and informal group. 

Art Group  meet at the Community Centre every Tues-
day evening 7–9pm. FFI Steve Crossley 376935 or 
07733055091 steve@crossley34.plus.com

Things to do, places to go, people to see…

For details of other news and events around the parish, visit pillandeastoningordano.org

mailto:steve@crossley34.plus.com
mailto:mike.ofd@sky.com
http://www.pillanddistrictgardeningclub.co.uk
http://www.pillanddistrictgardeningclub.co.uk
mailto:yogawithsuzie@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/suziedelve
http://bristoldancezumba.co.uk
http://www.gordano-footpath-group.org.uk
mailto:sergeant.wendy@gmail.com
mailto:sergeant.wendy@gmail.com
http://www.wendysergeant.com
mailto:steve@crossley34.plus.com
https://pillandeastoningordano.org/
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Pill Memorial Club
(01275) 372 176

1 Lodway, Pill, BS20 0DH

Open
12pm–12am

 ‒ Real Ale & Ciders
 ‒ Pub Garden
 ‒ Parking
 ‒ Function Room
 ‒ Traditional Pub Games 
Snooker, Two Skittle Alleys, 
Pool & Darts

 ‒ Live Music
 ‒ Sports TV (65” Screen)

Community Connect
Community Connect will be holding a drop–
in at Pill Resource Centre on the first Monday 
of each month between 10–11.30am. The 
first drop–in will be on Monday 2 March. 
Community Connect is a service for peo-
ple over 50 living in North Somerset who 
would like information, advice or guidance 
to help them stay living independently at 
home. We are the social prescribers in North 
Somerset and are able to support you to 
stay connected within your community. If 
you are looking for information feel free to 
drop–in or you can contact us by email at  
communityconnect@curo–group.co.uk 

Support For Those With 
Parkinson’s
The Annual General Meeting of the NW Somerset 
Branch of Parkinson’s UK will be held on Saturday 
14 March at the Masonic Hall, Nailsea Park, Nail-
sea, commencing at 11.30am and followed by 
the Spring Lunch. Anyone wishing to attend the 

AGM who has not booked for the lunch should 
contact the Branch Secretary, Marie Pearson 
(07800 815262), so that sufficient extra seating can 
be arranged for the AGM. (Please note there will 
be no ordinary branch meeting on 14 March.)

The next regular monthly meeting of the NW 
West Somerset Branch of Parkinson’s UK will be 
held on Saturday 11 April, 10.30am to 12.15pm, 
at St Francis Church Hall, Nailsea, with guest 
cartoonist Mike Argent. General enquiries: Pat 
Kington 01934 834060.

Abbots Leigh WI
We hold our next meeting on 10 March, with a 
talk by Emma Britton from Radio Bristol’s break-
fast show. Emma is a very dynamic, bubbly 
speaker.

WI Jumble Sale on Saturday 4 April, 1–3pm in 
the Village Hall, Church Road, Abbots Leigh.

We meet on the second Tuesday of each 
month (except August) at 7.30pm in Abbots 
Leigh Village Hall.

Balms – Oils – Bath Bombs

Free Delivery 
to Pill & Surrounding Area

“Amazing products”
Viv – Pill

“I noticed a  
difference in days”

Bob – Pill

Call Clive 07972 177945 
� @hemphubsw

mailto:communityconnect@curo-group.co.uk
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Parish Council Update
On the Parish Council we are all pleased to be 
through the darker days, during which time 
work has been quietly progressing. The Neigh-
bourhood Plan is proceeding well and working 
groups are looking to their plans for 2020/21 after 
the budget was agreed at our January meeting.

We had a very helpful presentation from one 
villager who had looked at the consultation 
documents on the proposed railway (which 
are in the big files in The Resource Centre) and 
had investigated ways in which he felt that his 
immediate living area might be affected by 
night time traffic movements and the loss of 
natural habitats, with the space being used for 
storage of construction materials. Already he 
is working with his neighbours to keep an eye 
on developments. The Parish Council thought 
this was a very constructive approach, which 
could be considered by the rest of us in the 
village. Don Davies has also had face–to–face 
meetings with some villagers and Metro per-
sonnel to raise concerns about some aspects 
of the construction programme. The Parish 

Council will aim to keep you informed of any 
developments on the Metro but it is clearly an 
issue on which all of us need to be informed.

It was heart–warming to see the surge of inter-
est from families for the tree planting at the end 
of January and Fairtrade Fortnight, running until 
8 March, gives another opportunity to show our 
village at its best. Special congratulations go to 
all those people who worked to gain the sta-
tus for the village and continue with the work 
they started ten years ago. We are fortunate to 
have two outlets in the village where we can 
buy Fairtrade certified goods and make the 
partnership a part of our lifestyle.

The Parish Council continues to keep a close 
eye on all transport developments following 
the rejection of the airport expansion, as well 
as the perennial problems of car parking and 
vehicle movements through and around the 
village. Please let us know of any new problems 
so that they can be added to our concerns.

With best wishes from us all, and by the time 
of the next edition we might be starting to 
enjoy the outdoors a little more.

Paul Kent on behalf of The Parish Council

 EMMA GREEN 
PILATES 

 
 

 
A T

T H E  O L D  B R E W E R Y
I N  P I L L

 
M A T  C L A S S E S

R E F O R M E R
O N E  T O  O N E  

 
T O  B O O K  A  C L A S S  V I S I T

 
 
 
 

e m m a g r e e n p i l a t e s . c o m
 

O r  c a l l  0 7 9 4 3  8 3 0 1 8 4  
Tim 07757 501884 
Jamie 07971 674107

ALL ASPECTS OF  
BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

• Carpentry
• Kitchen Fitting
• Bespoke Fitted Wardrobes
• Internal and External Doors
• Flat Roofing
• Hardwood and Laminate Flooring
• Fencing
• Decking
• Timber and UPVC Windows
• Extensions and Conversions
• House Refurbishments
• Commercial Fit Out Works
• Plastering / Painting
• Electrics / Plumbing

� �

JT
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Pill Hardware & DIY

Electrical & Plumbing, Ironmongery, 
Timber, Tools, Painting & Decorating 

Equipment, Car Accessories, 
Gardening Supplies & Tools, 

Household Supplies and more...
Home delivery available for heavy items 

- please ask.
Open 9am - 4pm 

on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday.
9 am - 1pm 

on Wednesday & Saturday. Closed Sunday.

13 Lodway, Pill, Bristol, BS20 0DH
Tel: 01275 372315

Donald Davies 
Pill Ward Councillor, N Somerset Council

I shall be holding my surgeries this month for 
residents at Abbots Leigh Village Hall on 
Saturday 7 March from 10–11am and at Pill 
Resource Centre on Monday 30 March from 
10.30–11.30am, no pre–booking needed. A 
private room is available on request. If you 
cannot make that time, please feel free to 
contact me with any concerns you have. My 
phone number is 07900 097671 and my e–mail 
donald.davies@n–somerset.gov.uk.

Pill & District Gardening Club
Our next meeting, at 7.30pm on Wednesday 18 
March at St George’s Church Hall, will be our 
Members’ Annual Spring Show, which is only 
open to members and their guests. So, if you’d 
like to view the amazing assortment of flowers, 
plants, vegetables and fruit please ask a mem-
ber to invite you along. The standard and quality 
of things grown by our members is quite amazing.

This club has evolved over the years, so if you 

were a member but no longer attend meet-
ings, give us another shot, come and renew 
old friendships. If you are not yet a member but 
have an interest in gardening or simply like to 
look at nice gardens, just turn up at any of our 
meetings, introduce yourself and say I invited 
you along. If you have gardening issues or you 
need help and advice, someone will assist you. 
Come and meet new friends and enjoy learn-
ing about many aspects of gardening which 
you may otherwise not be aware of or share 
your own knowledge with others.

FFI please contact Mike James on 01275–
568605 – 07771887331 or mike.ofd@sky.com. 
You can also visit our web site at www.pilland-
districtgardeningclub.co.uk.

Pill Rag News
A date for your diaries, Pill Rag 2020 will be on 
Saturday 6 June.

This year’s Pill Rag AGM will be on Thursday 
12 March at The Kings Head, starting at 8pm. 
If you are interested in becoming a com-
mittee member or Rag Day helper, then do 

LODWAY SERVICE STATION
MoTs Only £40.00

Tyres Supplied & Balanced
Using the Latest Tyre Changer for Alloy Wheels

Servicing & Repairs For All Makes & Models
RAC + AA Approved Garage

TEL: 01275 372561 FAX: 01275 375674
Lodway Service Station, Lodway, Pill, Bristol BS20 0DH

Check out our WEBSITE for PROMOTIONS
www.lodwayservicestation.co.uk

EMAIL: lodwayservicestation@btinternet.com

mailto:donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk
mailto:mike.ofd@sky.com
http://www.pillanddistrictgardeningclub.co.uk/
http://www.pillanddistrictgardeningclub.co.uk/
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please come along. For details please email  
pauline.mcdade@hotmail.co.uk.

An evening at The Duke of Cornwall – on Satur-
day 21 March why not come along, where you’ll 
not only be entertained by good music and enjoy 
the company of friends, you could be going 
home as part of this year’s Rag Royal Family!

So, if you are 16 years or over then why not give 
us your details to be entered into the draws for 
either the Queen, King, Queen Mother or Lady 
in Waiting? On the same evening we would like 
to be able to do the draw for our junior mem-
bers of our Royal Family, so if your child would 
like to be entered into the draw and they are 
aged between 5 and 11 years (primary school 
age) please let us have details. To be a part of 
our Royal Family you will need to live in Ham 
Green, Pill or Easton–in–Gordano. Please email 
for any information and Royal Family details to 
pauline.mcdade@hotmail.co.uk.

Transport Survey
The Parish Council has established a High-
ways Group which will cover not only roads 

(particularly road safety) but also ways in 
which we can increase walking and cycling at 
the expense of car journeys. Our brief will also 
cover ‘parking’ – a contentious subject where 
solutions are not easy.

We welcome ideas and opinions and views 
on the ‘blackspots’ in our villages where there 
are safety issues as well as situations causing 
considerable inconvenience to residents in our 
village.

The Parish Council has already agreed there 
should be a 20mph speed limit and has started 
the long consultation/implementation process 
with North Somerset Council. This includes formal 
public consultation to gauge support for this.

We welcome other ideas and opinions on 
the whole issue of cars, safety, pedestrians 
and cyclists. If you are interested in joining 
our group or have any comments, can iden-
tify key ‘blackspots’, contribute ideas and, 
ideally, solutions please let us know either via 
the Pill Facebook page or contacting me 
direct – email peterjstanley@sky.com or mobile  
0785 993 1654. 

Peter Stanley, Convenor, Highways Group

mailto:pauline.mcdade@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:pauline.mcdade@hotmail.co.uk
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VE Day Party – 8 May
As you may know, the May Day Bank Holiday 
2020 has been moved to Friday 8 May, to ena-
ble national celebrations of 75 years since VE 
Day to take place.

Pill is having its own event and we want as 
many people as possible to join in. This will take 
place on The Green (or “down the park”; as 
some of you still say), commencing at 2pm, 
with the usual May Day celebrations that Pill 
Shark Morris Dancers put on, Morris dancing, 
maypole twirling (or in our case tangling!), chil-
dren’s traditional games and tug of war. This 
year there will be lots of “extras” as stalls of the 
period, 1945.

Amy in the Star is supporting the event and 
will be doing food, so look out for Spam Fritters!!

At 4:30pm, or a time to be displayed if this 
changes, there will be an open–air concert, 
with local performers hoping to bring the spirit 
of the time to the day and we’ll finish off with a 
grand old “proms” finale.

Plans are going well, but we mostly just want 
you to turn up. Bring a picnic if you like, and 
please try to dress up in the period or wear red 

white and blue. This is a “once only” event and 
we hope as many people as possible will help us 
by joining in and making it a day to remember.

There will be a raffle of items in keeping with 
the times, so if anyone would like to contribute 
anything – Union Jack mugs, tea towels etc, 
whiskey, anything in keeping – maybe boxes of 
VE Day biscuits will come out soon! 

Also, muscle in the morning of the day would 
be appreciated as there will be setting up and 
moving around to do.

Hope to see you there.

Lou Dixey

Pill Library & Children’s Centre 
So Much More Than a Library!

The best–selling author of ‘The Lemon Tree 
Hotel’ will be giving a free talk at Portishead 
Library on Tuesday 17 March at 7pm. As well 
as writing, Rosanna Ley runs events and work-
shops and hosts popular writing retreats in 
stunning locations around the Mediterranean. 
Tickets are free but need to be pre–booked at 
Portishead Library.

Thinking about Solar PV?

You could have a 4kW scheme 
for only £3750

Hear all about it and much more

7.30pm Thursday 12th March

Pill Community Centre

Light Refreshments
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PORTISHEAD RAINBOW SPIRIT FRIENDS
SUPPORTING MIND LOCALLY

PSYCHIC & HOLISTIC FAYRE
SATURDAY 14th MARCH 2020

SOMERSET HALL
HIGH STREET, PORTISHEAD, BS20 6AH

10.30am – 4.00pm

 READINGS THERAPIES STALLS 
AURA PHOTOGRAPHY

Follow our FB page Portishead Rainbow Spirit Friends
FREE ENTRY DISABLED ACCESS 

Snacks and drinks available

Free family history advice sessions at Por-
tishead Library – Would you like to discover 
more about your family history? With free 
access to Ancestry.com and knowledgeable 
family history volunteers, Portishead Library is a 
great place to research your ancestors. Bring 
some basic information about your family and 
our friendly volunteers will show you how to 
find out more. Bookable appointments are 
available between 10am and 1pm every Fri-
day. Book up to 5 free sessions with our family 
history volunteers on 01934 426040 or email 
portishead.library@n–somerset.gov.uk. Alter-
natively, pop in to see us at Portishead Library, 
Horatio House, Harbour Road, Portishead, 
BS20 7AL.

Lego Club volunteer vacancy – Time to 
give? Enjoy working with children? Pill Library 
is looking for a children’s activities volunteer 
to help run Lego Club on Saturday mornings. 
To register your interest visit www.northsom-
er se t l ib ra ryvo lunteer s .wordpres s .com. 
Alternatively, contact the Library Volunteering 
Team on 01934 426657 or 01275 884315 or email  
library.volunteers@n–somerset.gov.uk

Half–term holiday fun at Pill Library – Come 
along to Pill Library for free drop in crafts over 
the half–term holidays. Crafts will be avail-
able Saturdays 9.30am–1pm and Tuesdays 
9.30am –12.30pm and 1.30–5pm and Fridays 
10.30am–12.30pm and 1.30–5pm.

Did you know that Pill Library and Children’s 
Centre has toys and dress up for free play? 
Snuggle up with a book on the comfy sofa or 
come along and try out our board games. We 
are open Tuesdays and Fridays 9.30–12.30pm 
and 1.30–5pm and Saturdays 9.30–1pm.

Rhyme times at Pill Library – Come along to 
fun, free sessions sharing nursery rhymes, action 
rhymes and musical instruments at Pill Library 
every Friday 9.30–10am throughout the year.

Love Lego? Come along to Lego Club at 
Pill Library on Saturdays 11–12pm. We provide 
the space and the Lego – you just bring along 
your imagination and get ready to build! All 
children must be supervised by a parent/carer.

mailto:portishead.library@n-somerset.gov.uk
http://www.northsomersetlibraryvolunteers.wordpress.com
http://www.northsomersetlibraryvolunteers.wordpress.com
mailto:library.volunteers@n-somerset.gov.uk
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Community Tree Planting Event

Over 60 trees were taken home by local res-
idents, over 50 hazels were planted at Jenny’s 
Meadow and over £300 was raised in donations 
and purchases such as the bird tables, kindly 
made and donated by the Portishead Lions.

A special thank you to Sue Horne who very 
generously donated all her birthday money 
(£175) towards tree planting! Funds will be used 
to buy some new fruit trees for the whole com-
munity at Watchhouse Hill and there will be 
more planting events in the pipeline.

Numerous Blue Hearts were decorated 
and given out to signify areas being 

deliberately left to be more natural for wildlife.  
www.bluecampaignhub.com

We want to follow and share the stories of the 
trees that residents have planted to raise the 
profile of tree planting and the climate emer-
gency. Please could anyone who took a tree 
home email us with details and photos charting 
its new life. Write to 100treestories@gmail.com

And if anyone wants to join the Carbon 
Capture and Biodiversity Group that ran 
this event please email Hannah Price at  
CCandBgroup@gmail.com.

Tip of the Month
Lots of people are reducing meat  

and dairy products in their diet for  
health and climate reasons. If you’re  

one of them and want recipes for  
easy, tasty meals, try this website:  

www.riverford.co.uk/recipes  
(You can view vegan recipes by selecting 

the category in the search box).

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbluecampaignhub.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2C3iRCyinyIfuUfRaTkQ2FZBEarIYWu90F4L6qlqss_RLP__ZR52HzqkQ&h=AT1jIkd8k9mHjoLLCQiYQRf4XHk48YEyGXBhKZR82ZaXMymfyALNYLFppmVI6z1LWJLU7EWSatGqe47yRl21YEqlhWrEyiqL6rnG4KPkpScpKJY9ufsgCh1e6hzewwg-8Y_FHaKIYLnww_Bm_Hc
mailto:100treestories@gmail.com
mailto:CCandBgroup@gmail.com
http://www.riverford.co.uk/recipes%20(You%20can%20view%20vegan%20recipes%20by%20selecting%20the%20category%20in%20the%20search%20box).
http://www.riverford.co.uk/recipes%20(You%20can%20view%20vegan%20recipes%20by%20selecting%20the%20category%20in%20the%20search%20box).
http://www.riverford.co.uk/recipes%20(You%20can%20view%20vegan%20recipes%20by%20selecting%20the%20category%20in%20the%20search%20box).
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