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On 30 June 2019 we set ourselves 
the monumental challenge of 
asking the public to help us raise 
money for a life changing piece 
of equipment for our little girl, 
Edith. The Innowalk, that we had 
set our hearts on, came in at a 
whopping £16,000 but after an 
incredibly generous donation of 
£2000 from The Morgan’s Charity 
(as mentioned in November’s 
paper), we felt we had the kick 
start we needed.

We have lived in Pill for five 
years now and we didn’t truly 
understand or appreciate the beauty of the 
close-knit community that we live in; until 
now. We need to give a heartfelt thank you 
to our wonderful village for contributing a 
magnificent £4,763.95 (plus more in individual 
donations) towards Edith’s fund.

The Pill community market, doctors’ surgery 
and The Kings Head pub all held events to raise 

money. We also had collection 
buckets and posters kindly dis-
played in Cohens Chemist, top 
Co-op and the Post Office. Our 
local fire fighters, hobblers, lunch 
club and the Owls of Pill all kindly 
contacted us to contribute and 
we couldn’t forget the wonderful 
residents of Pill, Ham Green and 
Easton in Gordano who donated 
in the buckets, knocked on our 
door or gave via the Go Fund Me 
Page; you all made an enormous 
difference.

To say we feel cemented in 
this wonderful community now would be an 
understatement, and to know you all wanted 
to make ours and our little girl’s dreams come 
true really does mean the world. We will never 
forget what you have all done for us.

With love and thanks,

No Stopping ‘Little E’ Now!

Edith, Dan and Kirsty Andres x
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S.B. LANDSCAPES
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call Simon
Tel: 01275 373518 Mob: 07728 588017

• Fencing
• Patios
• Decking

• Turfing
• Grass Cutting
• Hedge Trimming

Editorial
Happy New Year! Well it certainly looks that 
way for Edith, doesn’t it? What a wonderful 
story of a community - our community - coming 
together to make a positive difference.

We saw 2019 out in the traditional way 
(General Election excepted, of course!). 
There was a magnificent turnout for the 
Christmas lights ‘switch-on’ which, with all the 
additional entertainment, was the perfect 
way to flip the switch and light up our village 
through December and into the New Year. The 
display was (still is?) as spectacular as ever; we 
really are so lucky to have such a committed 
group of volunteers to make this happen every 
year for us. It goes from strength to strength.

The range of individual events around the 
village was enhanced by an outstanding 
programme from The Owls, which included two 
‘airings’ on BBC no less!! What a fantastic show 
of support they received in their centenary year.

Once again you haven’t let me down and 
there is plenty of news to fill this month’s 
paper. Just a couple of reminders; the Was-
sail up on Watchhouse Hill mid-month, so get 
your bells and whistles out, and yet another 
J19 panto to look forward to at the end of 
January. (Oh yes there is!)… and don’t forget 
to go along to the Community Market and 
pick up your free tree…

Deadline for February’s paper is Friday 10 
January, I look forward to hearing from you.

Advertising deadline is Wednesday 8 January.

Jo Smith (Editor)

Editor’s note

Most of the village is covered for deliv-
ery, but copies of the paper are available 



pillandeastoningordano.org  |  The Village Voice

3

Darts - Pool - Skittles - Crib
BT + Sky Sports - Free WiFi

Music Events
 Jan 4 Heidi
 Jan 11 Keith Leonard
 Jan 18 Karaoke
 Feb 1 Karaoke

kingsheadpill@talktalk.net
3 Heywood Road, Pill BS20 0HT

Traditional Pub

THE
KINGS
HEAD

J19 Panto Time is Fast Approaching!
The group will be performing ‘Babes in the 
Wood’ written by John Yates, and adapted 
by Fi Palmer and Heidi Gedge, at St Georges 
Church Hall in Easton in Gordano from Thurs-
day 30 January to Saturday 1 February.

Bad ‘King’ John and the Sheriff of Nottingham 
have evil plans to dispose of the Babes, Alice 
and Adam, but help appears in the form of 
a good fairy, a dog and our old friend Robin 
Hood, to name but a few! Will the dastardly 
duo and their sidekicks succeed or will good 
overcome evil? This panto is full of laughs and 
a few surprises too. Look out for a well-loved 
magician and his lovely assistant. ‘You’ll like this 
– not a lot – but you’ll like it!’

Tickets will be on sale from the Post Office in 
January at £5 adults and £3 children. For any 
further information, please call Heidi on 07503 
188514.

Country Dancing
Come and join a friendly group of ladies for 
country dancing on Monday afternoons, 2.30-
4pm in St George’s Church Hall. No experience 
needed – tuition given. All welcome. Our new 
term starts on 13 January.

Abbots Leigh WI
We meet on the second Tuesday of each 
month (except August) at 7.30pm in Abbots 
Leigh Village Hall. On 14 January we will dis-
cover the ‘History of Windmills’, with Sarah 
Harris. All welcome, contact Donna 375378.

from local pubs, the Resource Centre, Post 
Office and Surgery, if you don’t receive one 
through the door.

Letters To The Editor
Dear Editor,
Firstly, thank you and congratulations to yourself 
and all involved for producing our new Village 
Voice. We are all once again connected.

In autumn of 2016 I wrote a letter to the Pill 
Paper extolling the virtues of dining at our very 
own Lime Tree Café (overlooking the Green), 
following refurbishment, hoping to stoke up 
some extra custom for Corina, who has done 
her best to keep the cafe open ever since. 
Sadly, that extra custom has not been forth-
coming, causing Corina to be continuously 
losing money on the café.

It’s the New Year, so let us give Corina a hand 
up by making use of this little gem in our midst. 
Do not let yet another local business close 
down through lack of support.

Ivor King

Calling All Men!
Pill Churches invite you to a ‘Men’s Breakfast’ 
on Saturday 11 January at Pill Methodist Church 
from 8am onwards, when Chris Yates will be talk-
ing about his trip to Chernobyl last year.

The substantial menu will include bacon, 
eggs sausages, mushrooms, beans etc to your 
choice together with toast, Fairtrade tea and 
coffee. There is a nominal charge of £3 to help 
offset cost of food and beverage.  Please book 
places by Wednesday 8 January with Mike Bur-
nett (217938) or David Yates (372678).
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Christmas Tree Shredding
To raise much needed funds for St George’s 
Flower Bank Local Nature Reserve on the A369 
at Easton-in-Gordano the volunteers are again 
offering a Christmas tree shredding service 
after the New Year.

You can bring your tree for shredding to 
Cross Lanes Allotments, Pill 10am–1pm Sunday 
5 January – not before or after please! We 
ask for a £3 donation. Collection available in 
the village (Ham Green, Pill and Easton) £5+. 
List closes mid-day Saturday 4 January. Con-
tact:- admin@flowerbank.org.uk 01275 373750 
www.flowerbank.org.uk/

Shredding donated by the generosity of Josh 
King, Tree Surgeon; contact for quotations 
www.kingtreebristol.com

This amazing roadside verge site is home to 
an incredible range of rare and endangered 
wildflowers that have virtually died out in local 
farmland, and only exists because of the ded-
icated team of volunteers since 1990 and the 
liberal support of the local community.

Please add your support.

Parish Council Update
By the time you read this the General Election will 
be over, and a new government will be in power. 
Christmas will be a past celebration and 2020 
may already be starting to feel different. In a time 
where there has been little agreement between 
political parties it feels increasingly important to 
make sure that the things we take for granted in 
our village are protected and publicised.

For a small village with a very modest Parish 
Council budget it is extraordinary and admira-
ble how many volunteers in over seventy groups 
work together for the general good of the com-
munity - and now the new Village Voice can 
report on all those voices in the village choir!

The first seven months of the new Parish Coun-
cil have, once again, shown that groups of 
committed people can make positive and visi-
ble differences to our life in the village. We are 
already feeling the benefit of our new, young 
councillors who have been a real tonic for the 
rest of us. Gone are the sub-committee talking 
shops and in their place are working groups 
who are pulling in younger and enthusiastic vil-
lagers with fresh ideas and bags of energy.

mailto:admin@flowerbank.org.uk
http://flowerbank.org.uk/
http://www.kingtreebristol.com
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The environment and climate emergency 
group is linking with several other local groups 
so that issues such as tree planting, rewilding, 
open space protection, and individual carbon 
footprint reduction all have convincing and 
committed champions. Similarly, our links with 
Abbotts Leigh Parish Council are proving very 
productive as we can learn from and support 
each other. So, we lend our ‘Smiling Sid’ speed 
limit sign to them and we, under the excellent 
leadership of Murray Stewart, help to share the 
burden of the Neighbourhood Plan with them 
by undertaking traffic surveys and planning 
details. Those of you who visited the recent 
exhibition will have appreciated just how much 
work has gone into this whole exercise and why 
it is so crucially important to preserve the nature 
and identity of the area in which we live.

The Parish Council remains committed to sup-
porting the front-line services in our village such 
as the schools, the surgery, the youth and retire-
ment activities, the shops and the transport links. 
Working together will allow us to be more aware 
of what we could do to encourage, for exam-
ple, more affordable housing for young people 
so that they can remain in and contribute to the 
village. In this context, it is important to recog-
nise the tireless work that Don Davies does on 
our behalf, not just in leading North Somerset 
but also in keeping in such close touch with all 
local issues.

Having lived in the village for a mere thir-
ty-seven years I know that this is a special place 
to be and my experience is not at all unusual. 
Many people feel the same way because of 
the individuals in groups and organisations who 
are ready to offer support and kindness and to 
make us all feel included. At no time has this 
been more important, so I hope that in 2020 we 

will all cherish our village for its tolerance, differ-
ences, and friendliness.

Paul Kent (Chair of the Parish Council)

Pill Regatta
By the time you read this, Christmas will be 
done and dusted, and I hope it was a good 
one for you all.

Regatta hopes to carry on and order two 
more boats in 2020 and, thanks to a very 
generous family in this village, we have been 
promised a spectacular £5000 towards that 
goal. This will be in memory of a kind and 
much-loved lady, a sparkling personality and a 
lovely friend who will always be remembered 
with a smile....and a boat!

Regatta AGM will be on 16 January at the 
Duke of Cornwall. If anyone is interested in join-
ing the Regatta Committee, or just registering 
a willingness to help, then please feel free to 
come along for any other business at 9:45pm.

Happy 2020 to you all. Regatta this year will 
take place on 4 July.

Eileen Smith
Heartfelt thanks to the kind people who found 
Eileen on the cycle path and called the emer-
gency services, staying with her and giving her 
comfort and care until they arrived. After 12 
weeks in hospital Eileen is well on the road to 
being her “old-self” and she is now back home.

Very many thanks to everyone who sent 
cards and good wishes.

Our sincere thanks to you all.

The Williams Family

For details of 
other news and 
events around 
the parish, visit 
pillandeaston 
ingordano.org

Pill 
Plastering

By DJM
Specialising in:

Tel: 01275 371549
Mob: 07909 658876

· Internal Skimming
· Rendering
· Damp Repairs
· Painting & Decorating

https://pillandeastoningordano.org/
https://pillandeastoningordano.org/
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Thank You from the 
Pillumination Volunteer Group
The Christmas lights volunteer group would 
like to say a huge thank you to everyone who 
has contributed to making the Pilluminations 
another outstanding success.

To everybody for coming to the switch on 
event, especially to all those who made the 
night such a success, including The Owls of Pill, 
Crockerne school choir, Sue for singing, the Pill 
Lady Morris Dancers, the Salvation Army and to 
Simon Tuckwell for being a great compere.

A special thank you goes to the following 
businesses and people for their continued help 
and support with the Pilluminations:

W4co The Old Brewery, Sharps Business Sys-
tem, Inspire People, the Parish Council, The 
Owls of Pill, Pill Fire Service, Southern Co-Op, 
The Kings Head, The Duke, The Star, Pill Ladies 
Whist Club, Lawton Scaffolding Contractors, 
Brackenwood Nurseries, Ryan Batt and Josh 
King, tree surgeons, Portishead Cruising Club, 
Resource Centre, Lodway Garage and all 
those people who gave up their weekends 
to help with the lights - and last, but not least, 
the Soup Dragons for catering for us all on 
the weekends of erecting and dismantling 
the lights. Also, for all the cash and cheques 
donated through the tins and personally 
handed to the committee members.

Thank you all. Without you we could not con-
tinue with the lighting displays. Wishing you all a 
good year in 2020.

Want to support your local Christmas lights, 
which brighten up our village over the festive 
season? It’s £24 for the year, ensuring entry into 
the monthly draw for 12 consecutive months. 
Lucky winners will receive a first prize of £75 or 

second prize of £25 in the monthly draw, with 
the additional chance of hitting the jackpot in 
the Christmas draw for first prize of £500 or sec-
ond prize of £100.

Congratulations go to Brian Payne for winning 
first prize of £500 and to Rosemarie James for 
winning second prize of £100 in December’s 
draw, which was made at the switch on event.

Pill Ward Councillor
Donald Davies, North Somerset Council

May I wish all residents a Happy New Year! 
I shall be holding my surgeries for residents 
at Abbots Leigh Village Hall on Saturday 11 
January from 10-11am and at Pill Resource 
Centre on Monday 27 January from 1.30-
2.30pm, no pre-booking needed. A private 
room is available on request. If you cannot 
make that time, please feel free to contact 
me with any concerns you have. My phone 
number is 07900 097671 and my e-mail 
donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk.

Wassail
Saturday, 11 January

Friends of Watchhouse Hill will be holding their 
annual Wassail ceremony in the community 
orchard on Saturday, 11 January. The lantern/
torch-lit procession will gather at The Arches at 
5pm and the ceremony will start in the orchard 
at approximately 5.20pm. So, get out your lan-
terns, torches, whistles, rattles, saucepans and 
wooden spoons ready to scare away the bad 
spirits. Dress in your Wassailing gear, as warm 
and waterproof as possible is a must. Really 
looking forward to seeing you all there!

KING TREE 
SERVICES

Fully Insured 
Free Quotations 

Contact Josh King:    
e: contact@kingtreebristol.com    t: 01275 375180

WWW.KINGTREEBRISTOL.COM

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGERY & 
ARBORICULTURAL PRACTICES FOR 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 

mailto:donald.davies@n-somerset.gov.uk
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4 Bank Place, Pill, Bristol BS20 0AH
Tel: 01275 374215

Mob: 07989 438744

Find us on Facebook
‘The Style Room’ at No.4 �

THE STYLE ROOM
@ NO. 4

THE STYLE ROOM
@ NO. 4

Short Mat Bowls
The new season of short mat bowls is now 
in session at Pill Community Centre on 
Tuesdays, 7.30-9.30pm and Wednesdays 
2.30-4.30pm. We need new members for 
each session, and tuition is available if 
required. All equipment is supplied, but 
flat-bottomed footwear must be worn. 
Costs are £5 annual subscription and £2 per 
session green fees, including refreshments. 
Come along and have a go! We are a very 
friendly group of men and women and are 
quite informal.

Easton-in-Gordano WI
We begin the year with a social for mem-
bers and partners on 10 January; this will 
be a supper with musical entertainment. 
Country dancing will resume on 13 January 
and we would welcome any new ladies 
to this fun afternoon session, 2.30-4pm. No 
previous dancing experience necessary, just 
an opportunity to gently exercise mind and 

limbs. On 14 January, the craft group will 
have a decoupage workshop with a tutor, 
(must be booked) and the normal craft 
group meeting is on 28 January. We welcome 
any new members to join us at our monthly 
WI meetings.

Did You Know…?
There is a lovely shop at Penny Brohn (open 
10am-4pm Tuesday to Thursday; 11am-2pm 
Monday and Friday) with a variety of health 
foods, nuts and dried fruits etc, unusual gifts 
and cards, including toiletries and jewel-
lery, as well as a ‘donated goods’ shop with 
clothes, trinkets, books and all sorts, with 
prices from just £1.

Set in beautiful gardens, we have a lovely 
restaurant that opens for nutritious lunches 
from 12.30-1.30pm Monday to Friday (but must 
be booked in advance, by 10am that day).

Why not visit for a walk around the gardens, 
lunch and some shopping, all just a stone’s 
throw away?!

Kelly French Professional

Foot CareFoot Care
Treatment in the  

comfort of  
your own home

For the professional treatment of:
· Corns · Callus
· Fungal and Thickened Nails
· Cracked Heels · Nail Trimming
· Athletes Foot · Ingrowing Toe Nails
· Qualified in Keryflex
A fixable nail restoration with the 
appearance of a natural nail

Contact Kelly on 07896 152413
Email kelly_french_4@hotmail.com
S.A.C. Dip. (Foot Health Practitioner)

You can 
now book 

appointments  

on THURSDAYS at  

The Style Room,  

No 4, Pill 

01275 374215
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Pill Photography Group  is a small gathering of peo-
ple who have photography in common and meet once a 
month to help each other with our cameras. We have a 
mix of people with a wide range knowledge of all sorts. If 
you are interested, please come along to our next meet-
ing on 14 January at the Kings Arms skittle alley, 8pm. FFI 
07791588380.

Karate Club  St Katherine’s School, Mondays and Thurs-
days (term time) 6.30-7.30pm for juniors (under 12) £4; 
7.30-8.30pm seniors £5. Come and join us, everything 
from contest to self-defence FFI 07791588380.

Country Dancing  Come and join a friendly group of 
ladies on Mondays, 2.30-4pm in St George’s Church Hall. 
No experience needed – tuition given. All welcome. 

Short Mat Bowls  at The Community Centre, Tuesdays 
7.30-9.30pm and Wednesdays 2.30-4.30pm, September 
to April. Tuition available if required. All equipment supplied 
but flat-bottomed footwear must be worn. Annual sub-
scription is £5 and £2 per session green fees, including 
refreshments. Come along and have a go! We are a friendly, 
mixed and informal group. 

Art Group  meet at the Community Centre every Tues-
day evening 7-9pm. FFI Steve Crossley 376935 or 
07733055091 steve@crossley34.plus.com

Pill Friday Club  meets every Friday in Pill Memorial Club 
dance hall. Doors open 2pm. New members very welcome. 
Come for a cup of tea/coffee, a game of bingo plus a raffle. 
FFI ring 373120.

Lego Club  at Pill Library and Children’s Centre on Satur-
days from 11am-12 noon. Children aged 4-11 and their 
parents/carers are welcome to come along: we provide the 
Lego; you bring your imagination! FFI contact Pill Library on 
01934 426070.

F.r.I.e.n.D.S Together  A group for those with invisible 
illnesses/disabilities as well as family/friends. First and third 
Wednesdays each month at The Methodist Church, 10am-
12 noon. Cost, £2, which includes tea/coffee/cake. Make 
a supportive network of friends who understand. Arts and 
crafts available or just come along to be with others - that’s 
fine too. FFI Luanne Gibbons 07584 060297.

Miller’s Close  Fridays, 9.30am-2.30pm. Young at heart 
and looking for good company for a couple of hours? You 
will receive a warm welcome and a good meal. We can 
arrange transport if you need it. Contact Win Mackenzie 
373292 for more details.

Crockerne Men’s Group  meets on the second Thursday 
of every month in the Community Centre, from 9.45am. FFI 
David Billington 372329.

Crockerne Pill & District History Society  meetings 
are held on the third Thursday of March, April, May, Sep-
tember, October and November in Pill Memorial Club in 
the downstairs main hall commencing 7.30pm FFI Maggi 
Stowers 373887.

Parkinson’s Support Group  meets on the second Sat-
urday of each month for an informal coffee morning at St 
Francis Church Hall in Nailsea, 10.30am to 12.15pm, and 
all those with Parkinson’s, those who are caring for them 
and their families and friends are welcome. Transport (free 
or subsidised) can usually be provided for those who 
would otherwise be unable to attend. Enquiries: Pat Kington 
01934 834060.

Craftea & Coffee  every Friday at The Methodist Church 
on The Green, 10am-12 noon. Cost £2. It’s OK to take time 
out! Bring along your craft, have a cuppa and cake and 
meet new friends in the community. This gathering is for 
everyone.   Funds raised will go to supporting adults and 
children in our community living with invisible illnesses.  FFI 
Luanne Gibbons 07584060297.

Join Us At Christ Church  on the second and fourth 
Monday each month for open house, with soup and a roll, 
followed by tea and cake, 12 noon -1.30pm. We have a 
prayer meeting at 9am on the first Monday of each month 
and an Ecumenical prayer meeting on the last Saturday 
each month at 9.30am.

Baptist Ladies Fellowship  meets at Millers Close every 
Monday at 2.30pm to enjoy an interesting talk, a cup of tea 
and a chat. One of the organisations for many years con-
nected to the Baptist Church, but when that closed moved 
to Millers Close, where they will give a warm welcome to 
anyone wishing to join them.

Pill Lunch Club  Thursdays, Community Centre. A lovely 
hot lunch, together with a warm welcome. If anyone can 
spare a couple of hours to help out – not necessarily every 
week – then we would be delighted to hear from you. Fur-
ther details from Moira Worgan, on 373754.

Easton-in-Gordano WI  meetings on the first Wednesday 
of each month in St George’s Church Hall, 7.30pm.

Flower Bank Monthly Walks  more info http://flower-
bank.org.uk, email admin@flowerbank.org.uk or contact 
Bob on 373750.

Things to do, places to go, people to see…

For details of other news and events around the parish, visit pillandeastoningordano.org

mailto:steve@crossley34.plus.com
mailto:admin@flowerbank.org.uk
https://pillandeastoningordano.org/


pillandeastoningordano.org  |  The Village Voice

9

Pill Community Market  last Saturday of every 
month except December at the Community Cen-
tre, 10am-12 noon. FFI contact Emma Shepherd email 
pill.community.market@gmail.com

All Amateur Artists’ Group  meet at Brackenwood Gar-
den Centre, 2-4pm on the second and fourth Monday each 
month, 2-4pm. FFI Steve Crossley 376935 or 07733055091 
steve@crossley34.plus.com

Pill Goldies  meet at Millers Close Community Room from 
2-3pm on Thursday afternoons. “Goldies” enjoy a one hour, 
fun sing-a-long session to the music of the 50s, 60s and 
70s. FFI Abby Rakes on 01761 470006 or email hiho@gold-
en-oldies.org.uk. See www.golden-oldies.org.uk 

Whist Drive  Tuesday afternoons at Miller’s Close Commu-
nity Room, 1.30-4.30pm. FFI 373402.

The Leaf Restaurant  opens its doors every term time 
Thursday. For a menu, and to book a table at this fabulous 
establishment run entirely by the dedicated hospitality staff 
and students at St Katherine’s School, email Bev Williams 
williamsb@skdrive.org or telephone 373737.

Movement to Music  Age UK Somerset offers an EXTEND 
class, suitable for both men and women, on Wednesdays at 
10.30am at the Community Centre. FFI, contact Nikki Smith 
07530 777895, email nikki.smith@ageuksomerset or visit 
our website www.ageuksomerset.org.uk.

Pill Gardening Club  Third Wednesday of each month, 
7.30pm at St George’s Church Hall. FFI Mike James, 01275 
568605 mike.ofd@sky.com or visit the club’s site www.pil-
landdistrictgardeningclub.co.uk

Pill Festival Band  every Monday night during school 
term time at Pill Memorial Club. Beginner band 6-6.45pm, 
training band 6.30–7.45pm and performance band 7.30-
8pm. All orchestral and concert band instruments welcome. 
FFI Rachel Woollatt rachelwoollatt@gmail.com.

Yoga Classes  build strength and flexibility whilst learning 
to quiet the mind and relieve stress and anxiety. Join one of 
three regular Yoga classes in the village with experienced 
and qualified local teacher Suzie Delve, 07717 307812, 
yogawithsuzie@gmail.com, www.facebook.com/suziedelve

Portbury WI  third Tuesday each month at 7.30pm at Port-
bury Village Hall. FFI call Daphne Vise - 01275 372644.

Abbots Leigh WI  meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month (except August) at 7.30pm in Abbots Leigh Village 
Hall. All welcome, contact Donna 375378.

Zumba  dance fitness to great music from all over the 
world. Tuesdays 6.30pm at Pill Community Centre. £5. Just 
turn up with water and a sense of humour! FFI Marie 0117 
963 4104, bristoldancezumba.co.uk

Pill Walkers  leave St George’s Church Hall car park at 
10am on Tuesdays. Open to all ages and abilities. FFI Ann 
Brain 01275 374867 annembrain@gmail.com

Gordano Footpath Group  Walks of different dis-
tances each month, for a range of abilities. Further 
details from Ian Donovan (01275 848024) or Christine 
Scruby (01275 817139), or by visiting our website at 
www.gordano-footpath-group.org.uk. 

Quiz  on the first Thursday every month at The Anchor, Ham 
Green, from 7.30pm for Pill-based Penny Brohn UK. Teams 
of up to six, £2.50 per person. Winners bag a bottle of bub-
bly. Food available.

St George’s Church Hall, Easton-in-Gordano  for hire 
at reasonable rates. With very good car parking, it lends itself 
equally to private functions, social groups and clubs, dance 
and sporting activities, teaching and rehearsing and is suit-
able for use by all ages. FFI Wendy Moncrieffe on 373481.

Pill Community Centre  offers flexible and affordable 
space for the community and is an excellent venue for all sorts 
of events. There are rooms to suit any kind of meeting or activ-
ity, and excellent kitchen facilities. Contact Lesley on 372745 
or email info.pillcommunitycentre@gmail.com for more info.

Pill Community Choir  Is a warm and friendly group 
which meets on Tuesday evenings 7.45–9.15pm in the 
Community Centre. We sing songs in four-part unaccompa-
nied harmony which we learn by ear, so no music reading 
is needed and there are no auditions. To book a free taster 
or for more information email sergeant.wendy@gmail.com 
or visit www.wendysergeant.com.

Spanish Lessons  in the Community Centre. All courses 
are six weeks and cost £48, including course materials. For 
more information, email hollye.kirkcaldy@gmail.com or call 
07969 760462.

Stitch Away Stress  Knit/Crochet & Natter Group for 
those affected by or supporting someone with an invisible 
illness or disability. We meet on Tuesday evenings, 7.30-
9.30pm. Please come along and join us, just for a natter, 
or to learn. You will be made very welcome. Please bring 
along what are you already working on, or for learners we 
have plenty of wool and needles. Contact Luanne Gibbons 
for more details on 07584060297.

Things to do, places to go, people to see…

For details of other news and events around the parish, visit pillandeastoningordano.org

mailto:pill.community.market@gmail.com
mailto:steve@crossley34.plus.com
mailto:hiho@golden-oldies.org.uk
mailto:hiho@golden-oldies.org.uk
http://www.golden-oldies.org.uk
mailto:williamsb@skdrive.org
mailto:nikki.smith@ageuksomerset
http://www.ageuksomerset.org.uk
mailto:mike.ofd@sky.com
http://www.pillanddistrictgardeningclub.co.uk
http://www.pillanddistrictgardeningclub.co.uk
mailto:yogawithsuzie@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/suziedelve
http://bristoldancezumba.co.uk
http://www.gordano-footpath-group.org.uk
mailto:sergeant.wendy@gmail.com
http://www.wendysergeant.com
mailto:hollye.kirkcaldy@gmail.com
https://pillandeastoningordano.org/
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Pill Memorial Club
(01275) 372 176

1 Lodway, Pill, BS20 0DH

Open
12pm–12am

 ‒ Real Ale & Ciders
 ‒ Pub Garden
 ‒ Parking
 ‒ Function Room
 ‒ Traditional Pub Games 
Snooker, Two Skittle Alleys, 
Pool & Darts

 ‒ Live Music
 ‒ Sports TV (65” Screen)

MIKE SHEPPARD
CARPENTRY

t. 07449 392589
sfarimike@yahoo.co.uk

Laminate Flooring

Door Installation

Doors, Locks, Latches

Blinds & Curtain Rails

Skirting & Handrails

Decking & Fencing

Smart Heating  
& Gas Services

Call Terry on 
Pill 376313 
or 07964 304337

· Boiler Service · Repairs 
· Breakdowns 
· Combi Boiler Installation 
· Hobs & Cookers Installed 
· Fires Serviced 
· Landlord Certificates 
· Gas Safety Checks · Heating 
· Plumbing · Free Estimates 
· Fully Insured

562456

Those Boots Were Made 
For Walking!
Go for a walk in our gorgeous local countryside 
and take a picture or two. Post it onto Face-
book page @viewsfromthefootpaths telling us 
where it is and add any other comments you 
would like to make. You’ll be in good com-
pany, there are already lots of lovely pictures 
taken by local people and it encourages oth-
ers to find out what wonderful places there are 
to discover right on our doorsteps. Don’t wait till 
spring; autumn and winter pics very welcome.

Wintery scene from a footpath in our parish, 
from the bottom of Summerhouse Woods.

Neighbourhood Plan
Thanks to all those who made a visit to the 
Neighbourhood Plan exhibitions in Novem-
ber. Lots of people feel more informed about 
what we are trying to do. If you missed the 
exhibition then you can view it on the web-
site as Neighbourhood Plan Exhibition on 
www.pillanddistrictplan.org

Support For Those With Parkinson’s
The next regular monthly meeting of The North 
West Somerset Branch of Parkinson’s UK will be 
on Saturday 11 January, when there will be a 
talk about Blood Bikes.

The group meets on the second Saturday of 
each month for an informal coffee morning at 
St Francis Church Hall in Nailsea, 10.30am to 
12.15pm, and all those with Parkinson’s, those 
who are caring for them and their families and 
friends are welcome. Transport (free or subsi-
dised) can usually be provided for those who 
would otherwise be unable to attend. Enquir-
ies: Pat Kington 01934 834060.

Mental Health Support Group
We offer a friendly and welcoming space for 
carers who are supporting the wellbeing and 
mental health of young people and others.

We will support each other by sharing expe-
riences and information in an informal, yet 
confidential setting. Feel free to come along. 
Your wellbeing is important too!

http://www.pillanddistrictplan.org
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Please note that we are not professional 
counsellors, but here to support and listen.

Our Facebook page is called “Rethink Men-
tal Health Awareness Portishead”, but we 
welcome anyone in North Somerset. Alterna-
tively, please feel free to email us at MHAP@
rethink.org or call Catherine on 07568 967933.

Creative Dance Project to Support 
Women Affected by Cancer
Penny Brohn UK has teamed up with creative 
dance project, Move Dance Feel to offer fun 
dance courses for women affected by cancer.

The partnership will offer courses at Penny 
Brohn Centre in Ham Green and a number 
of taster sessions at venues in the community 
across Bristol. Move Dance Feel is designed for 
women with any type of cancer at any stage 
in their cancer experience – having been 
diagnosed, undergoing treatment or post 
treatment. Women caring for someone with 
cancer are also welcome to attend.

No previous dance experience is neces-
sary as participants will be guided through 

different tasks and techniques, accessing the 
holistic benefits of dance.

For more information visit: www.pennybrohn. 
org.uk/services/getting-started/ 
courses-national-centre/move-dance-feel, 
www.emily-jenkins.com/movedancefeel, or 
follow @MoveDanceFeel on Facebook and 
Twitter.

Gordano Community Cars
Gordano Community Cars exists to transport 
patients registered with the Heywood Family 
Practice to hospital and surgery appointments, 
and we wait to return the patient home. 
Requests for transport should be made with 
reception at the surgery. (Unfortunately, we 
cannot accommodate wheelchairs.)

All our drivers are volunteers and give their 
time freely but there is a small charge to cover 
fuel. We always welcome new drivers, but real-
ise people have many other commitments, so 
an hour or two a week would still help us. If you 
would like to know more, please contact Carol 
Sexton on Pill 374752.

�

mailto:MHAP@rethink.org
mailto:MHAP@rethink.org
http://www.pennybrohn.org.uk/services/getting-started/courses-national-centre/move-dance-feel
http://www.pennybrohn.org.uk/services/getting-started/courses-national-centre/move-dance-feel
http://www.pennybrohn.org.uk/services/getting-started/courses-national-centre/move-dance-feel
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Pill Hardware & DIY

Electrical & Plumbing, Ironmongery, 
Timber, Tools, Painting & Decorating 

Equipment, Car Accessories, 
Gardening Supplies & Tools, 

Household Supplies and more...
Home delivery available for heavy items 

- please ask.
Open 9am - 4pm 

on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday.
9 am - 1pm 

on Wednesday & Saturday. Closed Sunday.

13 Lodway, Pill, Bristol, BS20 0DH
Tel: 01275 372315

Pill & District Gardening Club
Why not start 2020 with a new venture and 

come along to our next meeting on Wednes-
day 15 January when Charlie Clarke of 
Pennard Plants is returning to give us another 
talk to lighten a winter evening, called ‘Care 
of Bougainvilleas’.  Charlie will bring a selection 
of plants and give advice on the best way of 
growing this colourful species.

Members, why not bring a friend or relative 
along and introduce them to our warm, friendly 
and very sociable club?  Meet new friends and 
enjoy learning about gardening or impart your 
knowledge to others, ensuring education in this 
vast subject goes on through the generations.

We truly are a friendly club, with many very 
interesting speakers on a variety of gardening 
subjects. This club has evolved over the years, 
so if you were a member but no longer attend 
meetings, give us another shot, come and 
renew friendships.

FFI please contact Mike James 
on 01275 568605 / 07771 887331 or 
mike.ofd@sky.com. You can also visit our web 
site at www.pillanddistrictgardeningclub.co.uk 

Spanish For Beginners
Pill Community Centre

We’ve now come to the end of the first 
Spanish for Beginners course, which ran at 
the Community Centre on a Monday night. 
We’ve covered a variety of topics over 
the six-week course, including ordering in 
a restaurant, using public transport and 
expressing likes and dislikes. The classes are 
very focused on conversational Spanish 
so there’s plenty of useful vocabulary and 
phrases to get people chatting. It’s been a 
pleasure to watch the group progress from 
not knowing more than a couple of basic 
words to now being able to string together 
complete sentences! One student said, “I 
think your lessons and teaching are superb...
thank you...full, relevant, fun, engaging...
highly recommended!”.

The next courses will run as follows in the 
Community Centre in the New Year:

• Spanish for Beginners: Wednesdays 
1.30–2.30pm, starting 22 January.

• Spanish for Beginners: Thursdays 
7–8pm, starting 23 January.

• Spanish Beginners Plus: Mondays 
7–8pm, starting 20 January. A follow on 
from the beginners’ course, for anyone 
with a basic understanding or who has 
previously done a beginner’s course 
elsewhere.

All courses are six weeks and cost £48, 
including course materials. For more infor-
mation, email hollye.kirkcaldy@gmail.com 
or call 07969 760462.

mailto:hollye.kirkcaldy@gmail.com
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Fun At Pill Library
Pill Library & Children’s Centre – so much more 
than a library! Did you know that Pill Library and 
Children’s Centre has toys and dress up for free 
play? Snuggle up with a book on the comfy 
sofa or come along and try out our board 
games. We are open Tuesdays and Fridays 
9.30am-12.30pm and 1.30-5pm and Saturdays 
9.30am-1pm.

Rhyme times - Come along to fun, free ses-
sions sharing nursery rhymes, action rhymes 
and musical instruments at Pill Library every 
Friday 9.30-10am throughout the year.

Lego Club volunteer vacancy - Time to 
give? Enjoy working with children? Pill Library 
is looking for a Children’s Activities volun-
teer to help run Lego Club on Saturday 
mornings. To register your interest visit www.
northsomersetlibraryvolunteers.wordpress.com. 
Alternatively, contact the Library Volunteering 
Team on 01934 426657 or 01275 884315 or email 
library.volunteers@n-somerset.gov.uk

Love Lego? Come along to Lego Club at Pill 
Library on Saturdays 11am-12pm. We provide 
the space and the Lego – you just bring along 

your imagination and get ready to build! All 
children must be supervised by a parent/carer.

Defibrillators In Pill Update!
Have you noticed the life-saving green boxes 
popping up around our village? We currently 
have four publicly accessible defibrillators:

• On the end of Pill Street (opposite the Kings 
Head)

• Outside Crockerne Primary School

• Outside Lodway Cricket Club

• Outside St George’s Church Hall

Please take note of the locations, so you 
know for an emergency.

These have been organised by the ‘Lions 
Club of Portishead’ but supported by our own 
Parish Council, Resource Centre, Pill Commu-
nity Forum, and our own village donations, as 
well as the generosity of local businesses.

If you need access dial 999 and they will give 
you the code to access the box and retrieve 
the unit for YOU to use, it’s all automated.

http://www.northsomersetlibraryvolunteers.wordpress.com
http://www.northsomersetlibraryvolunteers.wordpress.com
mailto:library.volunteers@n-somerset.gov.uk


The Village Voice  |  January 2020

14

Community Allotment, Cross Lanes
A friendly group looks after a community allot-
ment and bring fruit and veg to share on the 
SPAD (Sustainable Pill and District) stall at the 
monthly Community Market. We meet fort-
nightly on Tuesday mornings from 9.30-11am 
and are planning monthly working parties 
next year on the first Saturday of the month 
from 10am-12 noon. If you would like to join 
us email jill.penelope.coleman@gmail.com or 
phone/text 07813927416. If you are a gardener 
or have an allotment and want to share any 
surplus produce with the village, please let me 
know or you can join our WhatsApp group by 
messaging Lucy on 07929655141.

We Need You At The Lunch Club!
We offer a lovely hot lunch, together with a 
warm welcome on Thursdays at the Commu-
nity Centre. Why not come along and make 
some new friends? This is a very sociable and 
welcoming group and it’s a lovely way to 
spend a couple of hours, enjoying good food, 

nice company and a good chin wag! If you’re 
reluctant to come on your own, don’t worry – 
we’ll look after you!

A commercial dishwasher makes life easier 
for our volunteers, but we would really wel-
come some extra ‘muscle’ to help as loading 
and unloading large trays of crockery can be 
challenging. If anyone can spare a couple of 
hours to help out – not necessarily every week – 
then we would be delighted to hear from you. 
Further details from Moira Worgan, on 373754.

Do You Love To Sing?
Pill Community Choir is a warm and friendly 
group who meet on Tuesday evenings 7.45–
9.15pm in the Community Centre. We sing 
songs in 4-part unaccompanied harmony 
which we learn by ear, so no music reading is 
needed, and there are no auditions.

Recent songs include The Bare Necessities 
from Jungle Book, Waterloo Sunset by The Kinks, 
Nobody’s Fault but Mine – a spiritual by Blind Wil-
lie Nelson and a variety of exciting world music.

Singing in a group is very uplifting and really 
good for you – it helps relieve stress, improves 
your breathing and boosts your immune system.

The new year term starts on Tuesday 7 
January. To book a free taster or for more infor-
mation email sergeant.wendy@gmail.com or 
visit www.wendysergeant.com

Get Fit, Stay Fit And Age Well
Thinking about getting a bit fitter or maybe 
just working on your strength and balance to 
ensure you stay well and steady on your feet? 
Ageing Well (a programme managed by Age 

Balms – Oils – Bath Bombs

Free Delivery 
to Pill & Surrounding Area

“Amazing products”
Viv – Pill

“I noticed a  
difference in days”

Bob – Pill

Call Clive 07972 177945 
� @hemphubsw

LODWAY SERVICE STATION
MoTs Only £40.00

Tyres Supplied & Balanced
Using the Latest Tyre Changer for Alloy Wheels

Servicing & Repairs For All Makes & Models
RAC + AA Approved Garage

TEL: 01275 372561 FAX: 01275 375674
Lodway Service Station, Lodway, Pill, Bristol BS20 0DH

Check out our WEBSITE for PROMOTIONS
www.lodwayservicestation.co.uk

EMAIL: lodwayservicestation@btinternet.com

mailto:jill.penelope.coleman@gmail.com
mailto:sergeant.wendy@gmail.com
http://www.wendysergeant.com
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UK Somerset) runs a great class at the Pill Com-
munity Centre. “Extend, Movement to Music” 
is a fun and upbeat session, with movements 
and exercises that can be done standing or 
seated. The class is great for improving general 
fitness and for giving the circulation a boost. It 
runs on Wednesdays at 10.30am.

There is no need to book, just pop along 
and join in. Everyone is welcoming and there 
is a very relaxed atmosphere. Each session 
costs £4.50. To find out more call Nikki at 
Ageing Well on 07530 777895 or email her, 
nikki.smith@ageuksomerset.org.uk

Rewilding Consultation – 
Have Your Say!

You may have read in the press about NSC’s 
rewilding programme for our parks, open 
space and verges including introducing tall 
grass areas and additional tree planting. The 
Council is consulting on the proposal - the 
consultation is open now until 24 January 2020. 
Please take a little time to look at the details 
on their website, which includes maps and 
some information about tall grass manage-
ment. There is a very short questionnaire with 
an opportunity to give your views. The link to 
the consultation is www.n-somerset.gov.uk/
rewilding

Here are Bob Buck’s views:
This is to be encouraged. I am totally in favour 

of leaving areas, including verges, not close-
mowed to provide habitat for wildlife. I agree 
that “It gives animals shelter and somewhere to 
hunt, breed and feed” (this of course includes 
a wide range of invertebrates).

I’m not convinced that ‘tall grass is just as 

Pill Property Solutions
FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS  

AND PROPERTY REPAIRS
 Carpentry  Painting & Decorating 

 Kitchens  Bathrooms 
 Tiling  Fencing  Extensions

All our tradesmen are fully qualified 
and all work is guaranteed

35 years experience in the carpentry 
and building industry

Telephone Rob 07864 384454

important for wildlife as wild flowers’ as it is gen-
erally accepted that wildflower meadows are 
rather special habitats.

Mowing the grass once a year and leaving 
the “arisings” will only increase the fertility of the 
land. This will encourage more vigorous plants 
and grasses but won’t increase the diversity.  
Where the “arisings” are removed the range 
of plants and all the other associated wildlife 
will increase.  The proof of this strategy is to be 
seen on St George’s Flower Bank.

Planting trees is very popular and to be 
encouraged, though there is a school of 
thought that it is better to allow trees to regen-
erate naturally.  If local, native species are 
planted to develop existing areas of woodland 
that must be a good idea.  One concern, of 
course, is the use of plastic guards to protect 
the trees.  These will not be at all good for the 
environment – there are still most of those used 
around Royal Portbury Dock that were used 
over 40 years ago! 

Finally, this is not “rewilding” – check 
https://knepp.co.uk/home to find what this 
means!

Capricorn DIY 
Services

Jamie Gibbard

• Painting and 
Decorating

• General DIY

07791 546 976
jamiegibbard@hotmail.com

mailto:nikki.smith@ageuksomerset.org.uk
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Community Tree Planting Event
We are the Carbon Capture and Biodiversity 
Group of Pill and the surrounding areas, one of 
the Parish Council’s ‘climate emergency’ vol-
unteer groups. If you would like to get involved, 
then please email us at CCandBGroup@gmail.
com. This is one of our current projects.

With thanks to the Community Forum and 
Brackenwood Garden Centre 100 young, 
self-fertile native hazel tree whips will be given 
away FREE, plus bare root fruit trees (traditional 
varieties of plum, greengage and pear) will be 
available to purchase at COST PRICE! One 
tree per household.

Each tree is precious and will have its own 
story to tell. We will ask for photos and stories to 
publish in the summer to celebrate the impact 
our small actions can make to create a better 
environment for future generations. In time, 
over 100 mature small trees across a network 
of gardens will capture carbon, clean our air, 
provide food for wildlife and for us.

Advice and planting instruction leaflets 
provided. Stakes, ties and tree guards also 
available to purchase at cost price. If you 
don’t know a place where you can plant your 
tree, then join us in the afternoon at Jenny’s 

• February’s paper – Friday 10 January
• March’s paper – Friday 14 February
• April’s paper – Friday 13 March
• May’s paper – Friday 10 April
• June’s paper – Friday 15 May
• July’s paper – Friday 12 June
• August’s paper – Friday 17 July
• September’s paper – Friday 14 August

• October’s paper – Friday 11 September
• November’s paper – Friday 16 October
• December’s paper – Friday 13 November
• January 2021’s paper - Monday 7 December

Please note these are intended as a guide 
and may be subject to change, so please 
check each month to be sure.

2020 Deadlines for the Village Voice

Top Tip No. 3
Planting native trees in our gardens and 
communities means they will absorb 

carbon, fight flooding, reduce pollution 
and nurture wildlife. The Woodland Trust 

website has lots of advice and sells trees. 
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

meadow beside Avon View in Pill to plant any 
leftover hazel whips around the edges.

Celebrate all things nature and wildlife with 
many local organisations and charities joining 
us to promote a wide variety of ways to get 
involved and make a difference.

Free fun for children with colouring activities, 
hedgehog rescue, bird table building and 
games.

Plus, ‘Blue Hearts’ decorating: to promote 
the national BLUE Campaign: to signify the wild 
spaces in our gardens.

Together we can make positive change and 
help tackle the climate crisis.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! There are plenty of 
ways to lend a hand, from help on the day 
at the market or planting in the afternoon, to 
promoting the event, making blue hearts or 
being our photographer! Please email Louise 
and Lucy 100treestories@gmail.com

Select and collect your tree from the 
Community Market, 10am–12 noon, at 
the Community Centre on Saturday 25 
January.

http://gmail.com
http://gmail.com
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
mailto:100treestories@gmail.com
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